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HOLY, SERTO: 
DILIGENT BELIEVER - 


Juſtified, Encouraged, Excited,and Dire&ed: 
And the Oppoſers and Neglefcrs con- 
vinced by the li light of Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon, 


Fs By RICHARD BAXTER. 


A Tobe communicated, by ſuch as want abjli- 
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+ Luke 7. 35. But wiſdom Fs juſtified of al hey dbil- 
dren. 

' Nihil eft 24 deſendendum Puritate thus : nila 

'- dicendum Veritate facili Ambrol. - 
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THE PREFACE 


(07 Tisa queſtion more boldly. chen 96+ I 
No curately debated by many: { Whether a. '-: 
7 man may not bs ſaved in any. Religiin;.” 
d ei Dl rhat is faith fu} to the pr inciples; of it _ J 
> /erious diligent praflice? } The true ſos '' 
= Jution is this : Rz/igion. is that whiclz. 
F men hold und dotoſferve God, 1, If men. make theme. ©» 
if felves a Religion of ſerving Idols or Devils in ſtead of- 
| God. 2, Ocif they place their ſervice to God himſele : 
$i" things that are evil ( as what evil is there that ſome- 
men have not brought into their Religion , and fathe- 4 
*y upon God ? the more diligeut I menare intheir_- 3 
Religion , the more they fin, z. Or if they mike - | 
themſelves a Religion of rations) lad: crousceremo- -/ 
pics, their greateſt diligence im this-will not ſave them, 
, Or if they hold all the effentials of thetrue Reli- 
| ion , except ſom? one ,.it cannot ſavethem while on; 
# t King is wanting. which is c/-ntia/ to'that Religion, 
Wd loneceſfary to falvation. ( whichis the caſe of real 
'W 5p Wericks: ) For they are not indeed of 14a: Religion, 23 
bY if they want that which is efſentia] toit, 5, Cot ..' 
"Whey hoid. all that is z/erria/ to the 1147 Ke/igiu only: \ 1 
PVationally , and hold: any thing with it Prafhc:lly, 4 
We; nick. Is contradiQtory and. inconli lent withit. , he. 
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- "with iit, For if he be ſcriow and diligent in the pra- | 


-  - bs neceſlaryto ſalvation ; viz. in Beliefand Prafliſe : 


' © hear the Goſpel, it folittle concerneth us to knowf 


b _— fGived (that hath the uſe of reaſon ) fa there is 
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3 Fandoer of their Norional belief will not fave them 

from the mortal poyſon of their praBica! herefy or | 

error, 4 be 
But x. Whoſoever boldeth all that is neceſſary to 

ſalvation , and is ſerious and diligent in living according 

thereunto » ſhal be ſaved , whatever error he holdeth 
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iſe of all things neceſſary to ſalvation , he haz all that 
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And it muſt needs follow , that his errers are either 
not contradiftory to the things neceſſary which' he 
holdeth and pra&iſerh, or that he holdeth not thoſe'er- 
rors praflically, but notionally, as an opinion, or uneffe- 
-Roal copitation ina dream, which provoketh not toſ 
ation ; And in ſuch acaſe the error keepeth no man 
from ſalvation, _ 
 Whatis neceſſary tobe believed by them that never 
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| that God hath not thought meet to make it ſoplaiſe 
to us , as things that more concern our ſelves, - But af: 
' it js certairr, that without the atonement, ſatisfationſÞC 
and reconciliation. made by Chriſt , and without new- 
termsof grace to be judged by, and without his gra : 
for the performance of their part , no man can Bf 
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' mmuchknowledge neceſſary to ſalvation, as is neceſſaf h 


''& - . ſto engage the heartto love God above all, and finf 
'Þ © eerelytoobey hisrevealed will, and to prefer the lific 
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' 4. to come before the tranſitory pleaſures of this life. Þt 
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Now if any man can prove to me » that thoſe thaſ: 
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et ISR The Preface, - $2 T 
never heard the Goſpel, can thus love God, andth 
| life cocome , and obey ſincerely , without the knows 
ledge ofthe perſon, lite, death, reſucre&ion of Jeſus 3} 
Chriſt, and the declaration ofthe attra@ive love and Þ. 
,goodneſs of God in him, and in the work of our re= | 
demption , then I ſhould believe that ſuch negative 
infidels may be ſaved, For God cannot damn a ſanQi- 
tf Ged foul, that ſincerely loveth him, But if the diſcos ' 
:: very of the love of God in our redemption beſo nes 
er ceſlary amoral means to engage the heart{ now cor- 
erupted by fin and creature love) to the truelove of 
51 God, that this love cannot be wrought without it ; 
e-ſ or if Chriſt give not his Spirit to produce the love 
tO of God in any , but thoſe that hear the Goſpel, and 
al believe in him, then no ſuch perſons can be ſaved by 

- their Religion. For Chriſt is the way to the Father, 
'erjand no man cometh to the Father but by him; and 
Whthe love of God is abſolutely and of its ſelf neceſſary 
atgto- ſalvation ; and faith in Chriſt is fo far neceſſary to 
a falvation', aitis neceſſary to bring men to the love of - 
mZG od, as pardoning (fin andreconciled to them, WE 
EW But if any ſhould never ſo confidently conclude; 3 
acFthat ſome that hear not of Chriſt may+be ſaved; yet - 
Ore muſt needs confeſs that the want of this clear and 
s ( [rear diſcovery of the love and goodneſs of God , in. 
afhis-pardoning grace, and of the glorious life which he 
finfhath prepared for us, mult needs make the love of 1 
lifEGod a very rare, and dithcult thing, and conſequently  } 
fe. their ſalvation rare and difticult, in compariſon of . 
thi: ours. 
vel 
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x The Chriſtian Faith, is [ The believing an ever}aſling 
life of happineſs to he given by God (1rith the pardoning . 


of all Jin ) as procured by th: ſufferings and merits of Feſus 


"Chriſt, to all that are ſanflified by the holy Ghoft, and do 
perſevere in Jove to God, and to each other, and in a holy and 


heavenly converſation ] This is ſaving Faith and Chriſtias 


teſt or fymbol of the Chriſtian Faithz and Chriftian 
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teſt, an Lin all ages. 
Butſince fa&ion and tyranny, pride and covetoul- 


ROOT is the ſame , and hath the ſame rule and 


nels, became the maſters of the Religion of too many, | 


nity, if we conſent as well as aſſent, All that was 
neceſſary'to ſalvation to be believed , was formerly 
_ thoughtto becontained inthe Creed, and that was the 


vice and feifſh intereſt hath commanded them to | 
change the rule of Faith by their additions , and to f 


make ſo much neceſſary to ſalvation, as is neceſſary to 

their affe&ed univerſal Dominion , and to their.com- 

modity ardgarnal ends, 8=—=—_ Ri 
And {finceFF&ion entered, and hath torn the Church 


into many Seas (the Greek, the Roman, the Arme-þ 


nian, the Jacobites , the Abiſline, and many more)-it 


ſeemeth meet to the more tyrannical Se& to call the.|| 


eatgfi part of 


- b 4 \ } 8 
«ach . | 4 


k = 


| ſeveral Religions, and to ſay that every man that diftes'F 
reth from them in any of their opinions or additiony, : 
which they pleaſe to call articles of Faith , is of ano-F': 
therReligion, OP | 
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* An yet wohen they have divided 1he ; 
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Ives that it us no point of fanth at all,that 


it s off Divine right rar the Biſhop of 


Rome #* S, Peters Succeſſor , and not 
only of humane right. And muſt the 
Church be divided, and mo#Þ be damned 


y | for not believing or ſubmitting to ahu- 


mane Ordinance ? 1 we be of many 
Religions , is not Poperythen a hamane 


| Religion ? The very words of Smith, 


Biſpop of Chalcedon , the chieft#? of the 
Engliſh Popiſh Clergy, are theſe. Survey, 


t Rome is S, Peters Succeſſor » and 
4 this is all the Fathers teſtify , andbgll the 
0 Catholick Church believeth ; bitf*whe« 
« rher it be jure divino , or humane}; 5s 
*©-0 point of Faith, ] And how do their 


Chriflians,and raged with fire and fevord be taken in 
p þ ic their Brethren , they confeſs themp | 


” 


if all that a- 
oree in One 
Chriflian Re- 
ligion are ſaid 
to be of as 
many Keli- 
gions as diffes 
rent opini- 
Ons, In points 
that fome cal 
weceſſarygthen 
I anſwer the 
Queſt, thus, 
He is the 
true Catho- 
lick Chriſtian 
that hath but 


e-'þÞ Faith but by the teflimony of their Priefls? 


At 


ie. One , eventhe Chrif7;an Religion : And this is the caſe 
es $ofthe Proteflants, whocalling off the additions of Pos 
9 © pery , adheretothe primitive ſimplicity and unity : If 
o- | Papiſts, or any others, corrupt this Religion with hu- 


tz . 


mane additions and innovations , the great danger 


{| of theſe corruptions, is, leſt they draw them from, the 
1h: F ſound: belief and ſerious praflife of that ancient Chri- 


of | Rianity which we are all agreed in : And (among Pa- ; 
A 4 | 
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| again; or letdownſolittle asnature and antidotes do 


\ | {| courſe and to tell thee that though it be a great] 


\" j# gionwillſavea man, itis paſt all queſtion, and agreed 
"&.. 0n by all ſides, thatno Religion will ſave a man, that 
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$, Or any other ſe&) where their corruptions do 

not thus corrupt their /2ith, and profliſe in the true 

#ſſentialr , it is Certain that thoſe corruptions ſhal not 

damn them, For he that truly believeth all things 

that are eſſential to Chriſtianity, and liveth accordingly 

with ſeriow diligence , hath the promiſe of ſalvation : 
And itis certain, that what error that man heldeth, it 

js either not inconſiſtent with true Chriſtianity, er not | 
prafically , but ntionaliyheld , and fo notineoniiſtent 
as held by him: For how can that be incon/ifiemt which 
aftually doth confift with it ? 

If a Papiſtor any other Se&ary, do feriouſly love 
God, ad his brother ; and ſet his heart upon the life 
eo come, and give up himſelfto the merits and grace 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſanRification of the holy Spirit, 
£0 be fitted for that glory» and liveth by faith above the 
world , and moxtifyeththe deſires of the flefh, and li- 
veth wilfully in no known (in, but prefſeth after furs 
ther degrees of bolineſs ; I doubt not of the ſalvatiou ff 
of that perſon : No more then of the life of him that 
bath taken poiſon but into his mouth, and ſpit it out 
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expel: But Iwillnot therefore plead for poyſon , nor þ 

take it, becauſe men may live that thus take it. b 

Having anſwered this great Queftien, Reader,I am Þ'/ 
now come up to the ſubje& of my following diſs 
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queſtion , whether ſerious diligence in a corrupt Reli-f 
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| | The Preface, hs. 6M 
is not ſeriow, ſincere y and diligent in it, If thou be of 3 
the zraeft Religionin the world, and art not true thy (elf | 
to that Religion , the ReJigion is good, butitis none 
of thine, 0bjefively thou art of a true and good Kelis 
gion , the things in themſelves are ?ruc and good z but 
# ſubjeHively thou art ſincerely of no Religion at all ; for 
ifthou art not ſerious, hearty and diligent in ity it is cer< 
Nt | tain that thou doſt not zruly entertain it, and make it 
nt Þ thine ; but itis thy books that have the true Religion , or 
h .thy rogue, or fantaſy, or brain, butnot thy bear? : And 
the beſt meat on thy table, or that goeth no further 
then thy mouth , will never feedthee or preſerve thy 
life, So certain is the ſalvation ofevery holy morti- 
© || fied Chriſtian, and fo certain the damnation of every 
it} #:godly, worldly , fieſhly ſenſualiſt , that I had a thous 
- ſand fold rather have my ſoul in the eaſe of a godly 
AInabaptift; yea, or a Monk, or Fryer, among the Pas 
piſts that liveth a true heavenly life, in the love of God 
' and man, andin a/erious diligent obedience to God, 
at 8 according to his knowledge, then in the cafe of a 
Ky Proteſtant, or whomſoever you can imagine to be 
of righteſt in his opinions, that is worldly, and ſenſual,and 
Yr Þ aſtranger ( ifnot an enemy) to the power and ſerious 
3 ow of his own profeſt Re/igion , and void of a  : 
N #/ holy and heavenly heart and life, If ever ſscha man be 
(#F ſaved, the principles of a! Religion do deceive us, 
ty And certainly ſueh mens: hypocriſy doth aggravate 
-F theirſin,, and will increaſe their miſery. So many as | 
d] there be in the world, that profeſs themſelves Chri» ; 
Hianry and yet ace not ſerious and diligent in their Re- . | 


-» "ay - 1) . 


wei =_ - The Preface. ”_ x EE __ 
&” ligion, but are ungodly negleQers or enemies of aff : 
"= holylife, ſo many hypocrires arein the world. AndVſer, 
* _ I wonder that their copſciences cali them not bypoe Jar 
_ _ erites, when they ſtand up at the Creedzor profeſs them- 
ſelves Believers; though the congregation ſeeth.not 


[hypocrite] written in their foreheads , God ſeeth it 
| 


T< 


Written on their hearts , and thoſe that converſe with 
them may ſee it written in their ves. And yet theſe 
men are the forwardeſt to cry out againſt hypocrites : || 
{ The Devil hath taught it them to flop the /iÞ1tion | 
t and the chaſe of conſciences, as he hath tayght the 

{| greate#? Sobiſmaticks or Church-dividers (the Papiſts) | 
| 


to cry out moſt againſt ſchiſm and diviſion , and pres | 
tend to unity. But theſe ſhifts do blind none but fools, 
and forſaken conſciencesz and the cheat that is now | 
detected by the wiſe, will quickly by God be detes 
Red before all the world, Till then ket them make 
merry in their deceits ; who would envy the drun« 
kard the pleaſure of an hours ſwiniſh ſick delight ? 
This is thezr portion y and this is their time: As we have 
choſen and covenanted for: another portion , we are 
content to (tay the fine aſſigned, till God ſhal tell thera 
and all the world, who was f/incere and who the hbypos | 
crite, For ourparts, we believe that he is moft or Jeait '- 
fincere , that is moft or Jeait ſerious in the praftiſe of his | 
own profeſt Religion, ' | ar jeg 
| | For mypart, I muſt profeſs that (by the mercy of 
' ' ,M. God) I bave made it the work of manya year, to | 
Y jb. þ . Jook about me and think wherein the felicity of man Þ 
 . + goth indeedconfilt ; And I have long been paſtdoubt 
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all( as much as I am that Iamaman) thatit is notin 
dÞzranfitory ſenſual delights ; and thattheſe are ſuchlean 
% f'and dry commodities, and pittyfull pleaſures , leaving 
men ſoſpeedily in a forlorn ſtate , that I am centented 
X | that my greateſt enemy have my part of them, I have 
renounced them to God ( as any part of my felicity ) 
and I renounce them to men ; Let them do with me 
about theſe _ as God will give them leave ; I will 
have a portion after death, or 1 will have none, 
And the caſe is ſo palpable, that itis my admiras 
tion that the contrary deceit is conſiftent with the 
nature and reaſon ofa man; and that ſo many Gentle- 
| men and Scholars, and perſons of an ingenuous edu- 
cation, can no better diſtinguiſh, and can poſhbly con- 
| quer their reaſon ſo eaſily with the preſence of ſens 
fual delights, and fo eaſily make nothing of that which 
will be to morrow and for ever, meerly becauſe i? i nor 
to day, Well, I muſt ſay, the wiſdom and juſtice of 
God is abundantly feen in. the government of the 
© | world with the liberty of the will, and determining 
© | thatal men ſhou!d ſpeed as th:y chooſe, 

aj Itmaybe the Reader will ſay, he expected that in 
P 

7 

$ 


ſtead of writing ſuch popular diſcourſes, I ſhould have 
# Þ vindicated my (zIf againſt the accuſations , that in 
8 { multitudes of Libels and Pamphlets are ſcattered a« 
 { broad againſt me, But doth hethink that man is /Z- 
3 riouſly a Chriſtian that/is not more zealous for God 
> | and Religion, andthe ſouls of men , then for himſelf? - 
1 | Have I nothing elſe to do with my rime and Jabor, 
© | 'butpleada caule of myown , which God will or | 
| Ne) ; ; an E 
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'_ - and ef Qually plead } Will itnot be time cnongh to befſwil 
E Juſtifed atthe Bar and day of God ?:I am content thatpre 
--- they carryitasthey deſire tillthen ( were it not moreſſat 
for their own andother mens ſakes then mine, ) Am th: 
- Iliketo forſoke my /ife and al! for Chriſt, and endure; 


— 
- 


4, 
= Ttormentsif Lwerecalled to it, if I cannot endure to 

= tbe reviled andſlandered by paſſionate men ? Wasit 
A - fornothing that our Lord would nt anſwer for hin 
"18 _/f; when he was accuſed before Pare ? Shal they be 
= able to co/wmniate under the threatnings of the re- 
1 -vengeofheaven? and ſhal Fnot be able tobe ſilent un» 
= _derfuchapromiſe, as Mar?h. 5. 10, 11. 12, The ſervant 
of the _Lord' muſt nat flrive, Our Lord: gave us an 
Example Of not reviling again, when he was rewiled : He 
"mode himſelf of no reputation, but endured the croſs and 
contradiftion of ſinners , deſpiſing the ſhame, 1 confeſs , I 
think when Gods intereſt and the good of others doth 
= W- - requireit, aman ſhould not be wanting to his ow de» 
= R Fexccy and IThayelong ago wriven that which will ſas 
LI.  - tisfy the impartial : But when I ſaw thatit is like to 
— WM tendto bears, and ſet more on work , I had rather Jet 
FAR men call me all the names they can deviſe, and vo» 
ER Hluminouſly accuſe me of any thing that malice ſhal ſug-; 
_ geſt, then do any thing to /omenz contentions in the "ÞÞ 
Church. But if. God convince me that it is my duty Þ 
| BK to deteſt the calumnics of men, it is a work foon Þ 
TS But whatgood will it dothe world.for me to open } 
UI. the numerou antruths thatother men have publiſhed, |. 
= . or to confuteevery Script , whes all that gk l 
IS: | Pry pe OS wit wo 
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"| willnot fear what man can do. Let them keepme out 


eþ; Formy part, Idoabt not, but God and their con- 
offfciences will give them ſuch a confutation, as ſhal be \ 
it | ſufficient to them and me to end the'controverſy, _ 


£ -againſt the prophane and ſenſual world , and no furs 


IÞ-ters, And if for zheſe I bearit, I doubt not of more 


| ter ſue then falſe accuſers can expet. We ſhal be 
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The Prefuce,. ©  - -- *- 13 "% 
Iveady. y and- believe not the re- y 
proachers; and all the evidence in the world , wiltnot 
ſatisfy. thoſe that vill nor read it orare reſolved by _ | 
| their m#lice or iurereftl never to be ſatisfied > _ + 


” 


; My work is to plead the cauſe of God and holineſs 
ther toplead any cauſe of my own, then is neceſſary 
'tothat. If I mu#? bear the effes of mens diſpleaſure, 
[Thad an hundred times rather it werefor pleading for 
holineſs and love, and peace, and concord, 4gainft impiety, 
-uncharitablenels, and diviſions , then for d:fending my 
ſelf, or upon the account of ceremonies, or ſinaller mats 


F-comfort at the preſent, muchizfsdo I doubtof a bets 
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ſhortly upon. even ground: The time is ſhort; The - 
| pleaſures of fin, the triumphs of malice, the fufferings 
of innocency, are but for a moment. Ienvy them not 
fo ſhort and dark a day : The Judge is at the door that | 
&-will judge all again, and (et all frait, and judgein righs -. 
Fteouſneſs, When I am-afraid of 1eaving a noifome ; 
F and unrighteous world, and ending all my pain and 
F trouble, and being beyond the reach of malice, then 1 


F of heaven, or deprive me efmy peace and comfort if | 
| they can : If zhey fear not the threatnings of God againſt | 
| the malicious and unjuſt ; ſurely I haveleſs reafonito -- 
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be - fear their threatnings, When they have done their wor tit c 
=, others, let them, ſave rhemſelvesr from death.if they &«b 
 _ can; I amgevoted'to God , andI never yet found U# y 
cauſe to repent it I amreſolvedtouſethe utmo#7 of F< 
my power for the intereſt of hoJin?ſ3,charity and peace.and: Þ& j 
tor loyaltyto the King, and obedience or patient ſiibmi//ion: 
to ſuperiors: . And if yetTI bear the fruits of fury , let 
thoſe that inſult over hferen , a8 if they were there= 
| fore guilty or miſerable, remember that we could have Þþ 
avoidedit if we would ,and could have found the way tt 
of applauſe and proſperity as well as they; and that ro 
man zakes that for his miſery which he chooſerh, If this 
Kind of preaching or zvriting offend , could not I have Phi 
avoided it 2 I am not in love with ſufferings from men, þ 
nor Will I eſcape them at the r#tes of Gods diſpleas 
fare, Inever think my elf in the highe/t form of Chris 
_ Rians, till I am more conform to the ſufferings of Chiifty yu 
and have endured more then yet Thave _ hv 
_ Tris the Chriſtians old Apology in Terrulian + Qnafi fat 

, t#0n totum quod in. nos. potefiis noftrum fit Arbitriumn 
;. Cerre fi velim Chriftianus ſum : tunc ergo me damnabic,. fi [K 
damnari velim : ; Quum vero quod in.me potesy nife velim F 
, nonpotes, jammee voluntatu eft quod potes, non tux pote= 
 flatu: Proinge © vulgus vane de nofira vexatione gaudet. 
 Proinde &. niflrum efl gaudium quod fibi vendicant , qui Þ 
malumus dammari quam a Deo excigere, Gomtra , ui qui. 
' nor oderunt, dolore non gaugere debebant , conſecutis nobis 

; quod eligimis, Tert, «Apologet, cap: 39; DE 

| ._ Thatis, 4 xsWalithat you can do againſt us' were: 
- * not our own choice ;- ( or. will) Certainly it isbes } 
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= RA Preface, POT "35 "oil 
&« cauſe I wil that Tam a Chriſtian ; therefore if I vil } 
yI& be condemned , then thou wilt condemn me. And | 
1.1 when that which thou canſt do againſt me, thou - 
# canftnot do, unleſs 7 wl/;, it is notnow from thy 
&$* powver that thou canſt do it, but frommy wil ;: And 
1 Ft cherefore the __ do in vain rejoyce at our vexa- 
I” tion : And therefore itis or joy z which they chals 
t enge to. themſelves, while we had rather be cone 
« demnedthen fall from God. - On the contrary, they 
fthathate us, ſhould prieve and not rejoyce , while 
f we attain but what we chooſe. 6 
"For my part, if the world will needs be mad, I 
think both the Jaiughing and the weeping Philoſopher 
are more excuſable then he that would be over-angry., 
: them, or over-buſy in diſputing with them, ſaith He- 
ca, Quare fers agri rabiem ©. phrenctici verba ? nem 
fuig videntur neſtire quid faciunt, Quid intereft quo quiſs 
ue vitio fiat imprudensr? Sen. de Ira,l, 3,c,26, Anger 
and phrenſ5 are but ſeveral ways of a mans loſing his 
Vit ; and therefore he that can bear with one , ſhould 
gomewhat bear with the other ; (Though indeed ve- 
$###arin:ſ7, or involuntarineſs maketh' a great diffe- 
ence,) It isnot worth a mans time ahd labor , and 
-yvlt, to be over (olicitous in his own vindication , let 
ge world fay of him-what they pleaſe. [ Multum tems 
Mori. ultio abſumit ; Multis ſe injurijs objicit, dum unam 
wrt, Diutius iraſtimur omnes quam ledimur, ] Sen, de 
fa, 1.3. 6.27, Revenge takes up agealof time : He 
: [that ae gots of- one injury "es himſelf ta 
- many, We ancall:angry longer then.we are hurt. 
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EI have truly given you now the reaſons, why Irv 
F. - ther chogſe toſpeak theſe common neceſlary thingy, 
_ againſt the Devils party, the ungodly, the enemies, 0 
- negle@ers of ſeriour holinz/r, ( agreeable tothe ſubje4 , 
of his Majeſties Chriſtian and excellent Dedaraj 
tion againſt Debauchery, at his entrance upon hig 
Royal government ) then eo meddle with any of thy 
"contending parties of theſe times. ( who are fo angr; 
becavſe in @bedienceto Authority |, I once endeavof 
red toreconcite them) or to be unſeaſonable in plea 
| ding any caufe that is my own, And now referring 
t. -the Reader to this ſhort diſcourſe, Imuſt firſt def 
| -fire that he miſunderfland me not in one or two pal 
ſages, FE _ Nt 
"$4 That my citation of the paſſage in the Hom:lies , by « 
not taken as if I ſpake a werd againſt it, though I ſay, Þ « 
darenot my ſelf ſubſcribe it : For though I think my « 
"ſelf, that(ceing a perſecutor like Saul may repent,and by * 
. pardoned ; a mocker at godlineſy may repent and be-/orſ # 
given alſo: Yet I am reſolved ſtill to ſuſpet my ow! 
underſtanding, rather then to ſpeak agarnft. rhe Dofiring, 
of the Church, 3” 7 —— 
2, Think it not ſirange that I reprehend even Mig 
niſters that are ſecret, or open COporers of a holy dilif 
gence: For our foreſaid Homily telleth us , as follog'* 
.weth: Hom, for Inform, &c. part 2, pag. 150. 151 
8 Examples of ſuch ſeorners , we-read in 2 Chron . 
1} + «When the good King Hezekiahin the beginning of** 
3M < «© hisreign bad defiroyed idolatry-purged theTemplg .? 
- 4 andreformed Relgion in his Realm , be ſent MeR. # 
5 EPs BE OR ES: ſcngers 
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X | OPT, 29 
A ſengers into every City to gather the people to Fern 
84 /a/em to ſolemnize the feaſt of Eſter , in ſuch fort as 
OJ God had appointed, The-Poſts went from City to 
A 6 City --- Ang what did the-people think ye 2 -Did 
ag «6 they laud and praiſe the Name of the Lord that had 
hi «6 given them ſo good aKing , ſo zealonsa Princeto 
h&«+ aboliſh idolatry , and to reſtore again Gods true Res 
ry « ligion ? No, no, the Scripture faith , the people 
70g © laughed them to ſcorn -, and mocked the Kings 
af 4 Meſſengers, And in th2 laſt chapter of the ſame 
ng} * Book it is written , that Almighty God having com» 
IF *« pation, on his people , ſent his Meſſengers the Pros 
«© phets to them, to call them from their abominable 
*:4dolatry and wicked kind of living : but they mocs 
q *ked his Meſſengers, they deſpifed his Words , and 
© miſated his Prophets , untill the wrath of the Locd 
my ** aroſe againſt his people, and till there wasno remes 
"DN dy, ]--- The wicked people that werein the days of 
*& Noah made but a mock atthe Word of God , when 
J ©* Noah told them that God would take vengeance +3 
"4. * on them for their (ins --- Zo preached to the Sos / | 
| ©* domites, that except they repented, both they and 
Mig *: their City ſhould be deſtroyed ; They thought his 
Jill © ſayings impoſſible to be true z they ſcorned and * 
Nop'* mocked his admonitions , and reputed him as an | 
51 Fold doting fool : But God --- burnt up. thoſe ſcors | 
ronſ” {A ners and mockers of his holy Word, And what eftis | 
8 F"** mation had Chrifls Do@rine among the Scribes and 
plq !* Phariſees > What reward had he among them? --- | 
Mel | The Phariſees which were covetous , did ſcorn him | 
Jer, | B in. 
Y ( ; OO Mi | 


7% 
\ 1,40, 


nn bis Doar then ,. yeſee that worldly rieli ” 
16n db ſeorn the Dodrive of their ſalvation ; theſſ7 
oddly: wiſe men ſcorn the Dodtine.of Chriſt as} 
"**toolithnels tos their. underſtandings. "Theſe ſcorners | 
4 I rs been and ever ſhal betothe worlds edd, | 
BOr ql v8. Perer pr propheſied, that fuch ſcorners ſhould 
intheend betorethe latter day.Take heedthere- 
* foremy brethren , take heed": be yenot ſcorners'of 
' # porno br boly Word : provoke him nat to pour-ont 
': his wrath apon you, as he did upon thols Gibers 
52nd Mockers: Be not.willful murderers of your 
* own fouls,) Thus far the Homily. 
- And.no: marvel if Priefts may be guilty as well as 
| people, ifit be truethatis ſaid by the Church in Hom. 
3P+ againſt peril of idolatry, p. 56 57, [*Buta tre 
reacher to ſtay this miſchiet, isin very manyplaces | 
© ſcare ely| heard oncein the whole year, & ſomewhere {+ 
| *n0vonee eip ſeven year ,, as is evident tobe proved; 
Further it appearetb ndt by any ſtory of credit, that þ\ 
| 3 ' true and fincere preaching hath endured in any one þ 
 Þ «place. above an-hundred years. } But.it-is evident Þ} 
i **that imag ary awe ,and worſhipping of images, | 
'M "andidolatry ave continued.many hundred) years. 
i} 1FFor :preaching'of Gods Word | (moſt{incere in the Þ;; 
Fheoceſs of time waxed _ wang d 
aft eqtrupt, and laſt of all altogether laid | 
+ So-b other r inventions © 


NT | o 


Fe. Th Pr ace, | 19.38 
as Eh and moſt dreadful thing-to. think ) have 
wy "ex been: at encedrowned in abominable idolatry, of 
«| -«-alt other vices moſt deteſted of God, and moſt dam - 


"gable to man;and that by tha ſpace of eight hundre, d 
, ©-years,. So far the Church of Engjand, ut 
And though I-am far-from-crediting the many fa 
"buloas ſtories in that and fuch'other books z yet Iſhal 
|| recite one inſtance inthelife of P4i/ip Neriue, the fas 
*F ther of the Oratorians, which ſhal ſh>w-you, that even  : 
2 among the Papiſts, bo/y ſeriows diligence where it is, hath 
| the. ſame. ufage from-the profane both Clergy and-: 
. | Laify, asin other places, and fo that every where boJi.. 
" þ- 2: is perſecuted by men profeſſing the.ſlame Religion. - 
:F with thoſe they perfecate, - 
| The meetings of the-Oratorians and their exerciſes,fo-;; - 
? | like choſe now abhorred by many-areby maya" tg «4 
1} was one of them) thus deſcribedyas you tnay ſee in the: » 
*'$ life of. Neriue, p45 4 
| « C:ftainly'by the Divine wiſdom Was chrombbesd is 
þ * paſs, that in our times --- Aﬀetnblies were ed 4 
' in the: City, muchwhat afrer that form ofthols Apo-,3 
_*ftolical conventiovs ;. ſuch-eſpecidlly.as by the Apr; ? 
© file were appointed for Giſela: of Divine. mats. 
E {ters , both-for edifying the hearts, and for propagas iz 
5} * ting the Church, --- It was agreed;'that the' 2ra/ow f 
= © ts Chrifliur ſhould meet adays-at S. Hizroms Orxoltys 71! 
{©9 and there: 'A religious meetivg ſhould be. 5 ej 
4 this manger: Firſh, filence being made, the Sy VEGUTTR 
1 | Sei pray er; and one-of the Brothers rea ds foley 
| **pio ion Or +. Apzhe riadingotwHob!, ths FF "wp he rs 
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uſed to interpoſe upon occafion , explaining moreſſfo 
- . 6 fully, enlarging and vehemently,-inculcating on the T 
* © mjndsofthe Auditors the things read , continuing 
©. his diſcourſe ſometime a whole hour (to the great} « 
Sſatisfaion of the hearers) dialogue-wiſe , asking | cc 
* ſome of the company their opinions-of ſuch a thing, Þ 
< Afterward, by his p / pe one of them went 
% ap iritothe desk , raiſed apon fleeps , and madeanf[ Ir 
*« Oration without flouriſhes, or varniſh of language, ff gi 
« compoſed out of the approved and choiſz lives of 
44 Saints, ſacred writ, and ſentences of holy Fathers. ſſ « 
« He that ſucceeded him , diſcourſed after the ſam a 
* manner, but on a differing matter. Then followed] «: 
= - «third, who related ſome part ofthe Church [tory inf. 
TE <©the order ofits ſeveral ages. Every of theſe had his 
; « half-hour allotced him, and performed all with mar-fſ «: 
evellous delight and approbation; Then finging fomef «: 
- . te Hymn, andpoing to prayers again, the company} «: 
- ©brokeup, All thingsthus ordered , and ratified by «- 
|... «the Pope,as far as the times would ſaffer,the beauti-| 
+> full face of-the primitive Apoſtolical aſſembling + 
- © ſeenedtaberevived again , whereat all good menÞ«- 
"WF-* <rejoycing, and many taking their Model from them, | 
+ ' *the like exerciſes of piety were ſet up and pradtifedY« 
-—& +% in other places,.] Sofar Baroniv. a 
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108 If any fay that thislong and zealous exerciſe wash; 
{BF -- notinprivatehouſesy Tanſfwer, Allow us an Ocatorysf*g 
M-. aach<Pop himſelf allowed them, and we had rather} | 
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| corbeing in aleſs publick place, they ſcare 
The Church of E»g/and, in the third part ofthe Serm, 
TMgaioſt peril of idolatry; pag. 66.67. faith, '** In Maxi- 
Ly « micw and Confleanrius the Emperors proclamation, 

{the places where- Chriſtians reſqrted' to pnblick 
« Prayer, were called Conventitles, See further, 

But how were the Oratorians eſteemed and uſed } 
Tn chap. 16. of Nerius his perſecutions, after the mens 
ey | tion hmerment and railing that maligned him ; it 
ff follows pag. «6, that * The Prelare that was Deputy 
$f * of the City, moved by the reports of them that bore 

2 a ſpleen to Philip, ſent for him, and reprehended him 
af « ſharply : Is it notaſhame ( faith he ) that you who 
of mas} acontempt ofthe world,ſhould hunt for pos 

«pylar applauſe., and walk through the City pearded 
«with troups , with ſach nets as theſe. bſhing for 
en * Church preferments ? When having fhrewdly tauns 
YE "red him with ſuch like expreſſions, beprohibits hin 
YI" the hearing of Confeſſions for fifteen days, andto  ; 
1-3 *« ule the cuſtoms of the Oratory, but by leave firſt ob» : 
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SF-'' tained 'or tolead about with himany companies of _ ; 
nt men, threatning impriſonment upon his difobe- : 
$5 dience.: Neither would helet him depart tillhe put } 
dF «in ſecurity for his appearance , ſaying: Comeyou do | 
. $4 this, not for the glory of God, but to make a party for your || 1 
Self, ---- Mean time , while the good man as commen-" | 
$'9ing himſelf to God, having imreated diverſe religious per- + 
fons to beinflant in prayer about this buſineſs , one appear 
| #7, and ſaith: [ This trouble ſoa] be quickly over, andihz.\ 
Cwvork rhat # begun be more ftrongly confirmed , they: whdgf" 
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yer, j. wan pF) it 4" ou phy as be 
mold 5 9 relat. C the Popes Deputy ) relating th: || 
pong has Holineſs ſow what partially, died ſuddens Q| 
-»« No ſooner was this blaze of perſtcution out , but a FW 
| much fitrcer was kindled againſt the ks « Foy vader pres 
b. rex of Piety. and Religion, Some poſſeſſed the Pope that the 
jp. Prea Ci rv of S . Hieroms many times delivered thingeridie 
and unſound, which argued high indiſcretion orignos 
, and muſt need: endanger their bearers, <--- 
I would net have troubled you with any of thele cis 
ation! + but! fo a thoſe know that are offended at wy 
oof ofimpio us Miniſters, that i in all places and pars 
wor low here there is any ſerious diligence for 
there ate wg enemies ofthe ſame pros 
among the Clecgy, as well 2s others, The 
Hiligence.apd ſericuſneſ3, is the work of 
iolicumentsin the world, The pros 
Y: \ Chriſt, and of his ſervants. The 
great aftions of by oy dare but the confli&tings of 
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vation of the coneueronh, and 
lafthe cqiiguered being the end. By this 
"5 PRE 2d #9 lineſs, and aring the creſ), 
—_ toÞ erformm cdvenant of ſ pro- 
Chriſt cracited, & manfylly bole 
gainſt Rite Devil, the world, and the- 
| "Reader, thuu-acc engaged | to che 
hal: j'dged accordingly, 4 Fs as 
d ds 26Lh0Uu wile fred. 
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Winſor F hand adeth- to do , do itt with thy 


: nuepht : for there is nd wovk, nor device, nor. on - 


ge, nor wiſdom” in the grave whigher thou 


2008 mortality of man 'b ing;th {nr 
al fubjet of Svlomawir this chapters 
g thatwillom: and piety 
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Fad ID Oe DIR TN VoT0,0 | Never,” - tags; vs hath . "ON : ak 
'- good orbad flul beno more, Here they have no more 
reward, the memory of them will be br: forgotten, 
They bave mo more a portion for everin any thing that u 
. Jane ueder the Sun, verl, 5. 6. 
From hence he further inferreth, that the comforts 
of life ace but ſhort and tranſitory , and therefore that 
whatthe creature can afford, mul! be preſently taken ; 
And as the wicked ſhal have no more but preſent 
rovees: ſo the faithful may take their lawful com- 
ts in the preſent moderare uſe of creatures ; For if 
their delightful goodneſs be of right and uſe to any, it 
is cothem; And therefore, though they may not uſe 
them to their hurt, to the pampering of their fleſh, and 


ngonkg thi luſts, & hindering ſpiritual duties, 
be » and ſalvation; yet muft they ſerve the Lord 
with jorſklng/73 , and with gladmeſt of heart, for the abuns 


lance of oll things, which he giveth thew, Deur,z8, 47, |; 
+ Next, be inferreth from the brevity ofmanslife, | 
weceſſity of 

| 


pl 
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wi I Q x 


| the were (es, and diligence in bis duty, And this is 

{ fothe words of my Text ; where you bave, :, The 
duty commanded. 2. The reaſon or motivetoenfocce it, | 
E. Thedwyiginthe ficft part ; [ Vhbatfoever thy bend fine | 
” Jdabrode} that is, whatever work is aſligned thee by | 
| God to do in this thy tranſitory life [ ds it 2ojth thy 

| night] thatis, i. Specdily, withoutdelayz 2, Dili- 

| gently" and as well as thou art able ; and not with 
 floathfulnefs, or by the halves, WY ARES 
= 2, The Motive is in the latter, part [ For there ir #90 
F*amork; nor device, nor knowkage, nor wiſdom in the grave 
\ whieber thou goeft] ( that is, It mult be now or wh 4 
——_ 'The 
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ner,” 097" New or Never, "op 
3 The grove, where thy work cannot be done, will \...3 
© quickly; end thy opportunities.) The Ca/dee Paras 
phraſe appropriates the ſenſe too narrowly to works of 
charity or alms; [whatſoever good and almsr-giving thoy 
ndeſitodo; ] and the moving reaſon they read ac- 
"cordingly ; for nothing but thy works of righteouſneſs and 
mercy follow thee, ' But the words aremore general, 
and the ſenſe is obvious, contained in theſe two 
Propoſitions. | 
 Do&. nr, The workof this lift cannot be Jone, when this 
lift is ended. Or, There is no working in the grave,to which 
20 are all making haſte. | 
Do. 2, Therefore while we bave time, we muſt do our 
beft; or do the work of this preſent life with vigour and dis 
ligence. 
ſt is from an unqueſlionable and commonly acs 
' knowledged truth, that Solowon here urgeth us to dis 
ligence in duty ; and therefore to provEſt would be 
but loſs of time, As there are zo worldrfor rhanto 
livein, and fo zys Jiver for man tolive; fo each of theſe 
liver hath its peculiar imployment, This is the life of pre< 
| poration; The nextis the life of our reward or puniſhe 
ment : We are #2 but in the avomb of crornity , and 4 
' muſtlive hereafter in the open world, We are now'but | 
ſet to./thool to learn the work that we muſt do for ever: | 
This is the time of our apprentiſhip : we are 1:arning 14 
ithe trade that we muſt live «pon in heaven. We ran | 
nowthat we may then receive the Crown weight now, | 
- Chat we may then rriwmph in victory. The grave hath | 


Wo 


'" 00 work: but Heaven hath work, and Hell bath ſifdv, 
22 \ ; rilg.; F. 
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 Now*or Never, me 
ng : Thege i889. Nang unto bir i; ; Burl thi 
þ-: is repentance wnto torment and to defpcration, Wwe 
| There is no belicving of a hoppinyſs unſeen In order to 
-  (theekrgiming of it; or of amiſery #nſcer in order tothe 
eſcaping of irz.0 or beli ieving in 4 Savior. jn orderto- 
- theſe enge.; 'But. there 3 is. the Futtion of the bappiueſi 
which Was here believed,;.. and [eve ofthe miſery that . 
- «en; wanld .or. believe; and. ſuffering from Him as & 
& righteous Fudge, whom they reje&ted as g mercifi Sa- 
| wore. Sothatitisnotels: wk that ecaſethat our death, 
+ bytonly the, work of #bir preſent I5fe, - 
| - Andindeed, noceaſon can ſh2w us the leaſt probas 
. hops * 5600S. our ka hen our Fime is done = 


| The whiphoxce dt — no more, fed will 

- RQVer come again. . Todayis pailing + and will bot re-- 

* Laan j ow wang. agg while it js day.: but when you 

| /þ We g08-Tat:, Wa citwillnot retucn for you'to work 
etuprth you mon make 
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tafedforany thing that man-can-give'? Then miſers 
would bring outtheic wealth, and fay, «21 #hir vil F © 
give for one days time of repentance more : And Lords and 
Knights would lay down their honors, and ſay , Take 
"Bal, and let us be the baſeit beggers , if we may but have one 
ear of the time that wwe miſpent, Then Kings would lay 
dawn their Crowns, -and ſay , Let us be equal worth the 
loweſt ſubje As , ſo we may but have the time again that vc 
Taſtedin the cares and pleaſures of the world. Kingdoms 
would then ſeem a contemptible price for the recovery 
of ti994. The time that now is idlced and 2aikt away : the 
rime that now is feaſted and complemented away : that is 
wneceſſarily ſported and ſlepr away z that is wickedly 
and preſumptuouſly /in'd away, how precious willit 
one day ſeem to all ? How happy a'bargain would 
they think thatthey bad made , if at the:deareſt rates 


- Fthey could redeemit ? The prophaneſt Mariner falls 
' j#.a praying , whenqhe fears his time igatanTnd, Ifims | 
portunity would th&@prevail , how earneſtly would + 
-$ 'pray for the recovery of time y that formerly deri- 
e 


praying, or minded it not» or could not have _ 
while > or mocked God with lip-ſervice and cuſtos+ 3 
| mary forms , and feigned wards in ſtead ofpraying ? 
| What a lieargy would death teach the triffiingtiare Ueo _ | 


ſpigng Gallants,the idle; buſy ;dreaming- ati Cambi- , ' 


”, 


_ || tious, covetous Lovers of this world; if rim could be | : 
© Fintreated coreturn ? How - pallionately thetr would | 
' [they coar out their requeſts'? (0 rar woe woght aatce, 

:. | the dayrof lope 3 andineans, and mercy y Which onee« 
. | ſaw, and w24ld not ſie { 0 that ewe as 
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*\ te penitentia] tears and prayers , and boly preparations for fu 
F. dnendkſ lift; which ve ſpent at cards, in needleſt reerta- 
| © '- Z10n%y in (dt talk, in humoring others, inthe pleaſing of our 
- Beſh, or in the inordinate cares and buſineſſes of the "world ! 
| . Othag ohr youthful vigor might return) that our years might 
| # renemed:; that the days Tre ſpert in vanity might be ve« 
that Miniſters might again b: ſent to uw publickly 
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your hearts, Pſa). 95, 8, 

leepeſt & ftand np from thy floath- 
the Light that is afforded thee by 
or-elfe the everlaſting utter dark- 
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W "New 01 or” | Never, 9 \ 
re re hat navel bt #7, Loſe that and all is loft for ever : 
| 7et you may bear, and read, and learn, and pray: but 
* [when zhis lift is ended, it ſhal beſono more; You ſhal 
Friſe from the dead indeed to judgement,and to the Life 
e | that now you are preparing for : hat heverto ſuch a 
» flife as 1his on earth: your life is as thajfghting of a bats 
tel, that muſt be won or loſt at once. There is no co- 
ming hither again to mend what is done amiſs. Overs 
Ggbts muſt be preſenth correed by repextance, or elſe 
they areeverlallingly paſtremedy, Newityowbe not 
truly converted , you may he : If you find that you are 
carnal and miſerable, you may be healed : Ifyou are 
unpardoned, you may be pardoned : If you 3reehes 
mies, you may be reconciled to God, But when once 
the threed of Jife is cut » your opportunities areatan 
» | end. Now you m a) enquire of your friends and Teas 
| ehers, what a poor ſoul muſt do thathe may he ſaved, 
; | and you may receive particular infiruQions and ex- 
| hortations , and God may bleſsthem to theillumina- 
| | ting, renewivg and ſaving of your ſolls ; Bat when life 
is paſt, it will be ſono more, Othen, if thedeſperate | 
| fouls might but return , and once morete tried with .. 
| | the means of life , what joyful tidings wouldit 
How welcome would the mefſen __ ze that brjnpe 
it! Had Hel but ſuch an offer 2s this , [and would a: 
eel procureit from thelp righteons Judge, Owhats | 
chatge would tbe none them | How porn, 
would they cry to'Godz Oſendusorice again 1 unto . 
"theta "ods ner ove ts ſeethe face of mercy, and. . 
No hhtendera of adore Orr 
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j & © or "Never. 1 #h i 
ſac the Miniſters offer us their-helps , a ws ina 
ſeaſon and ont of ſeaſon, in publick and inprivate, andj}®* gel 
we will refuſe their help and exhortations no more : tef 
we wilthatethem , and drive them from. our Houſes|®® 
and Towns no- "hag Once more let- us have thy}? jay 
"Ward; and Qzdinances, and-try whither we will notþ3 
believe them, and uſe them better then we did. O ins 
' mote let ushavethe help and company of thy Nan -_ 
- and wewillſcorn them and abuſe them, and perſecute fo 
| them no more, O for the great unvalnable mercy off,” 
« ſtchalife asonce we had ! Otry ns once more with®* 
 Jucha life, and ſee whether we will not contemn thy 
- weld; andcloſe with Chriſt; andlive as ſtriatly , andÞ 
LE as-earneſily, as thoſe that we hated and Naka 
ſo.doing:. O that we might-once more be admit-Þ** 
- ted intothe holy aflemblies, and have the Lords days 
to ſpend in the bavinek of our ſalvation * We would ”" 
| plead no-more againſt the power and purity of the 
\ Ordinances; 'We would no-more call that day a bur» 4 
CH -_ hate them that ſpent it in works ofholineſs, 
>ad for theJiberty of the fleſh therein, - # 
makes my heart even ſhake within me, to.thinkÞ 
> | rs atcries thoſe damned fouls woutd: hvewi 
and how. they would roar owt» ( 0 try us once as 
| eat they bad biitthe /:oft encouragement of 6d 7 
.B acai aye be it muſt not be) They bad theit day, ad 
|  Wou boat it; "They cannot es. their timeand 
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Fo - Now or Never, Fn V% 
h cauſe their entertained obeyed meſſage , cannot wit-.. 
neſs for tek. Long did Chriſt wait withthe patient 
'Ttehders of his Blood and Spirit; His grace was long 
Jandearneſily offered them,but could not be regarded 
_ and received: And they cannotfinally refuſe a Chriſt, . 
JJ and yethave a Chriſt; or refuſe its PINS yet be- 

«ſaved by it. He that would have Lazarus nt fromthe 

. [dead to. warn his unbelieving, brethren on earth, no. 

is doubt would have ſtrongly purpoſed Emf:IFon are- 

'f formation,ifhe might once more have been tried: And . 

pftbow eatnefily would he have beg d for ſuch a ?ryal, | 

»fciat beg'd ſo hard for a drop of water ? ' Luke 16:26, | 

af 28; Bar alace , ſuch'mouths mult be ſtopt for ever | 

afwith a ( remember that. thowinthy lift time receivedH thy 

t $002 things ) verl. 2.5. | a 

of. ole that ir Is appointed for all men once fo die , aud after 

f that the judgement; Heb.9:.27. But there is no return to. 

\eEXth again: The places of your abode, imployment - 

. $0d delight ſhalt know you'no more; You multleg - 7 

Theſe faces of your friends, and-converſe infleſh'with _ . } 
nen no more! 'This world ; theſe houſes, 7477 wealth = 

1; $8d honor, as to any fruition. muſ} be to you,- as ifyou' } 

th Þ2d never known them. You muſt aſſembleers but: 

a-Þ little while: yetalittle longer, and we muſt preach... 

nd you muſt heac:ir nomorefor ever,”.That theres: 
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4 fore which you will do; muſt preſos bodene, or it - | 
ja Wu be toolate, Ifeveryon will repent and believe; it i 
Lt be Now: If ever you will:beconvertedandfans * > 
ne hot be Nw; Hibrer oil lt dv pardoried ' 
WbconcileittoGod 3-iwin()SEAbte.5, Lheveryon | * 
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'». © NT m_m_ OOTY 
- will ceign,itis now that you muſt fight and conquer, O 
that you were wiſe , that you underſtood this , and 
tbatyou would conſider your latter end, Dev. 31, 29, 
And that you would let thoſe words /ink Jowwn into 
your hearts, which came from the bear? of the Re. 
deemer,'as was witneſſed by his tears, Luke 1g 41. 42. 
{ If thou had(t __ even thou , at leafl in this thy day 
the things which belong unto thy peace, But pow they are 
hidden from thine eyes, ] And that theſe warnings may ;, 
not be the leſs regarded , becauſe you haveſo offer 1 
heard them, when often hearing increaſeth your oblif , 
gation, and diminiſheth not the truth: or your dangerſſ jc 
3. Avd as there isno return to earth, fothereis ndj 
doing this 2ork hereafter, Heaven and Hell arefoy , 
other work. If the Infant be dead born, the open worl(,, 
will not revive him ; That which is generated , an(| 
born a 62937, or ſerpent, will not by all the influences off ,, 
the Heavens, or all the powers of Sun or Earth, bef gf 
come a Man, The ſecond and third coneaQion preſupy: 
poſe the ff ; The harveft doth prefuppoſe the ſeed}; 
time, and the labor of the husband- man, Itis now thalſ;y, 
ye muſt /orv; and hereafter that you muſt reap. It is nh 
that you muſt work, andthen that you muitreceivqy. 
your wapes, 2, w 
1s this believed and-conſidered by thefleepy worldJg; 
.: {Alace, firs, do youlive as men that muſt live herend zz, 
©- more? Do your work as men that muſt work nfl; 
| more, and pray as men that muſt oor! toy more» whe ($3 
” oncethetime of work is ended, What thinkeſt thouſa, 
| poor beſotted inner ? Will God command the fun that 
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Wren. + "1" Wew,or Never, 33 
j fand ill, while thou rebelleſtor fargetteſt thy work 
dl} and him ? Doſt thou look he ſFould-pervertthe courſe 
»f of aature , and continue the ſpring and ſeed-time t:1 
of thou haſt a mind to ſow ? or that he will return the 
*-| dead. born or miſhapen Infant into the womb that j: 
2] may be better formed or quickned ?} Will herenew 
Y4'thy age , and make thee young again , and call back 
r4 the hours that thou prodigally waſted on thy luſts and 
AYE idleneſs ? Canſt thou look for this at the hand of God, 
el when nature and Scripture aſſure thee of the contra- 
li ry ? If not, why haſt thou not yet done with thy be- 
rf loved {ins > Why haſt thou not yet begun tolive 2 
1 Why litteſt thou (till, while thy ſoul is unrenewed , 
Of and all thy preparation fog death and judgement is 
1c yet to make ? How fain wquld Satan find thee thas 
nd at death ? How fain would he haveleave to blow 
Ol out thy candle, before thou haſt entred into the way 
CJof life ? Doſt thou look to have Preachers ſent after 
WPFthee , to bring thee the mercy which thy contempt 
edJhereleft behind ? Wilt thou hear and be converted in 
hallthe Grave and Hell > Or wilt thou be ſaved without 
holineſs ? that is, In deſpight of God that hath reſoi- 
1Ve ved, It {hal 107 be, Oye ſons of ſleep, of death, of dark: WO 
n'ſs, awake and live, and hear the Lord, before the {| 
IdIGrave and Hell have ſhut their months upon you! _ 
- NY Hear now , leſthearing be too late ! Hear now, if you 
 DEwilliever hear, Hear now, if you have ears to hear ! Ard 
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O'ye ſors of 7ight, that ſee what ſleeping ſinners ſee 
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not call to'them, and ring them ſuch apeal of lamen- 
* waong tears, and compaſlionate intreaties, as is ſuited 
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_ -- _ 7" | "* *p or Nvver. © b 
'F. toluchadead anddoleful Rate; Who knows but Godſſ 
ny bleſs itto awake them, 
If any .of you be ſo far wakened , as to ask me what 
I am calling =” doz My Texttells you in general, 
Up and be doing : Look about you, and ſee what you 
| - Havetodo, anddo it with your might, oh 
| 1. [ Whatſcever thy hand findeth to do] That is, 
'f Whatſoever is a duty impoſed by the Lord » whatſo- 
|. Cver'is a means cenducing to thy own or others wel-| 
| fare, Whatſoever wece/ity callerh thee todo, and | 
'f portunityalleverh thee to do, | 
[ Thy hand fradeth ] that is, Thy executive powers by| 
the condut of thy underſtanding, is now to do. 
Deo i 1pith thy might; Do thy beſtin it. 1, Trifle nor, 
but do it preſently, without unneceſſary delay. 2. Do ir 
reſolutely : Remain not doubt/ul, unreſilved in ſuſpenie, 
'as if it were yet a queſtion- with thee whether thou 
thouldſt doit or not. 
3. Doit with thy moſt awakened affe ions, and fe-| 
rious intention of the powers of thy ſou], 5/cepineſs 
and inſen/1bility are nos unſuitable to ſuch works. Iris] 


'F a peculiar people gealom of geod works , that Chriſt hath 
4}  purchaſedtohbimſelf, Titus 2. 14. 
4. Do it with aJl neceſſary fore: caft and contrivatice : 
Not with a diT-aGing hmdering care z but with ſuch a 
care 8s may ſhow that you deſpile not your: Malier, 
and are not regardleſs of his work : And with ck 3 x 
| care -as is" ſuited. to the difficulticy and ngturg.of 
- tliirg, ard is neceſſary tothe due accompliſhmnnt 
- Do it net flaathfully, but vigoroully EWA 


x 
"- K 
p ko 
EY ke, 
'-, __— . 9 G 
: \ 4 5 
Y : v7 &f 1 . 
* {eV [1 


it. is 

.F N% b 

 *v1þ * 

© wo oa 
», ry 


Ec Now or Never, Ny bs 
ligence, Stick not at thy labor : Lelt thou hear, Thow | 
wicked and ſloathful ſervant, Matth, 25. 26, Hide not thy 
band inthy boſome 4vith the ſloathful, and ſay not, There «s 
a Ljon in the. way q Prov, 26, I3. 14, The negligent and | 
the viciow, the waſter and the /loath/iul, differ but as ove | 
' brother from anarher, Prov, 18, 9. As the ſe/F-murder of 


the wilfully ngodly, fo alſo the 4-ſr: of the floathful 


el} killeth him, becauſe his hands refuſe to labor, Prov, 
pal 25 The foul of the fluggard 42/irezh and hath nothing; 
but the (oul of the diligent ſhal be made fat , Prov. 
byl 1374: Be not ſloathful in buſineſs , but be fervent in ſpirit, 
J Serving t he Lord, Rom. 12, 11, 
6, Dait with coni7ancy, and not with deftryctive 
pawles and intermiſſions » or with wearineſs and tur» -. 
- | ning back, The righteous ſtall. hold on his way, and he tha®. 
# of” ckan hands ſhalbe flronger and ſtronger , Job, 179, 9. 
B: fledfaft, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
| the Lord; foraſinuch as you know that vour Jabor # nt in 
WW LGLEL the Lord, 1 Cor. 15 ,58. | Be not weary of well = 
doing : for in dus ſeaſin ws: ſhal reap if ws faint nat, Gal. 
6.9. Theſe (1x particulars.are neceſſaty, if you will ob- 
| ſervethe preceptin.my, Text. | | 
Burt that aibndet anding hinder not the pertor- 
mance » Iſhal acquaint youfurther with the ſeple , by 
thele few explicatory cautions, . | 
fl. Themight and diligence hererequired, excludzth 
2&2 0-000 the neceliity of J-1iberation and prudeet condutt: - 
-— Loterwiſe , the /a/ter you. go, the. further you maygo... 
WERE the way ; and miſguided zeal may ſpoil all the +4 
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_*..  Nowor Newr, © - , 
=, kIves; A'little imprudence in the ſeaſpy, and order, f, 
-  ahd mannerof a duty, ſometimes may ſpoilit, and hin» a 
' dertheſucceſs, andmakeit do more hurt then good, Þ w 
How many a Sermon, or Prayer, or reproot, is madefj} A 
the matter ofderiſion and contempt, for ſome impru-J + v 

it 
b 
\ 


oF f 4 * 
Py 


' dent paſſages or deportment ? God ſendeth not bis 

- fervantste bejefers of the world,to play the mad-men, 

; "as David in hisfears: we muſt be wiſe and innocent ſÞ 
as well as reſolute and valiant ; Though f:/hly andy, { 
worldly wiſdom be not deſirable, as being but /#o//h-]. © 
neſ7 with God ; yet the wvi/dow which is from above , and ÞY 
«fri? pare, andthen peaceable, and is acquainted withf 
{ the high and hidden myſteries, and is juftificd of ber} / 
, children, muſt be the guide of all our holy actions, r 
*. , Holineſs isnot 5Jind,;umination is the firſt part of SanJ- 
— Eihcation, Believers are Children of the light : Nothirg 
” requireth ſo much wi/dom as the matters of God, and} 
= of our falyation. Folly is moſt unſuitable to ſuch ex? 
+ ..cellent imploymerts, and moſt unbeſeeming the ſons 
- ofthe moſt High, Itis aſpirit of wiſdom that animateth 
all the Saints, i Cor. 3.19. and2.6 7, Epbeſ. 1, $. 174 
C91.3,16, It'is the rreaſares of wiſdom that dyell ing 
> Chriſt, mdare communicated to his members, C2. 
E- 2.3, We muſt walk in wiſdom toward them that are vt": 
{ +Bgt,' Col. 4 5. And.our works muſt be own out of a 
+ goo coiogtrſation y ith meekmeſt of wiſdom, Jam: 3.13 
--- Yet I muſt edds ſay, that it is more in grear rings then 
” infeel; in the ſubFance then the circumiTancery in af 
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ME rn} Wir os Neem. \ 
, 2. Though youmuſt work with your might, yet with ' 3 
a diverſity agreeable to the quality of your feveral ' 
works, Some works muſt be preferred before others ; 

| Allcannot be done at once, That is 4 /in out of ſeaſon, 

+ which in ſeaſon is aduty. The greateſt, and the moi 

| vr3ent work mult be preferred, And ome zoorks mult 

| be done with doub/e fervor and reſolution, and ſome. 

| with 7, Buying. and ſelling, and marrying, and poſs + 

'þ- ſeſſing, and uling the world, muſt be done with atear 

| ofover-doing, and in a fort as if we did them not, though = 


bp A. 


I rh alſo muſt have a neceſſary diligence , x Gor, 7, 29. 
i 30. 31, Gods Kingdom and its Righteouſneſs muſt be fr/t 
"| ought, Matth. 6; 33. And our labor for the meat that pes 
od, 7i/2etly muſt be compuratively as none, Joh. 6.29, , F 
TT 3. Laſtly, itis notan irregular, not aſe}Fdifturbing 7 
2] vexatious violence that is required of us: but a ſweet - | 
I]  well-ſetled reſolution, and a delightful expegitiousdis -. 
91 ligence, that makes the wheels go nous on, and the. 
$] more eaſily get over.thoſe rubs and difficulties, that? 
hl clog and ſtop afloathful ſoul, ji bel 
7 And now will you lend me the a//ifance of your con- 1 
$-. [cicnces, for the Bk ibing of this command of God 4 
&F upon your hearts, and taking outa copy of this order, 
'$- for th regalating of your lives; [ YVharſoever] is not a.3 
word ſs comprehenſive as to includeany vanity or ſngbyt* 

. ſo comprehenſive as to include all your duty, Ln 
/. 1, ( Tobegin with the loweft:) the very works of 4 
af your #odilycalling: muſt haye diligenre. 1n the ſiweat of: 
,”  y2ur brows you mus1 eat your bread, Gzneſ,;. 19, Six 4 ays 


W my, & thoxTavor, and do all that thau haft todo, Exod. Wy 
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*. He that will not work, let him not eat, » Thel. 3. io Diſ+ 


E orderly walkers, buſy bodies,that will not work with quiers 
| neſs, and eat their own bread, are to be avoided and ſhae 
| medby the Church, 2 Theſ 3. 6, 11. 12. 14, Lazy ers 
 -vants are unfaithful to men , and diſobedient to God, 
* whocommandeth them to obey their Maſters, accor- 
| dingtothe fleſh, (unbelieving ungodly Maſters) in all 
; things (that concerns their ſervice) and that not with 
| eye-(ervice as man pleaſures,but in f6ngleneſs of heart, 
| andin the fear of God, doing whatſoever they do asto | 
the Lord, and notunto men ; knowing that of the | ,, 
Lord (even for this ) they ſhal receive the reward of tf 
| the inheritapce , Cv/. 3, 22, 23. 24, But he.that deth VF js 
wrong (by (oathfulneſs or unfaithfulneſs) ſhal receive Y- 4 
- for the wrong which he bath done, verſ7, 25, S n 
'. Succeſs. is: Gods ordinary temporal reward of dili- | 
| £ences Prov. 19, 4. and 12. 24, 27, Anddiſeaſes, povers 
ty, ſhame, diſappointment , or ſelf-tormenting mes 
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+ Japeholy , are his uſual puniſhments of loath, Hard 
{labor cedeemeth time : you will have the moreto lay 
-Ogt on greater works. The floathful is Rill bebind 
hand, and therefore muſt leave much of his work uns 
Gone, a 

> - 2, Are you Parents of Governors of fanlies, you 
thave work todo for God , and for your cluldrens and 
Tervans ſouls : Doit with your might: Deal wiſely, 
at ſeriouſly and frequently with them about their ſin, 
their duty, and their hopes of heaven; Tell them whis 
ther: they are going, and which way they muſt go:.., |. 
a ake. them underſtand that they have a hig 1eCr F at M ] bs. 
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16 =." Nowor Newer, Se . 
and Maſter that muſt be firſt ſerved, and greater work } 
to dothen-yours, Waken them from their natural ins | * 
ſenfibility and loath : Turn not all your family duties 
into lifeleſs cuſtomary form ( whether extemporate, 

..or by rote) ſpeak about God, and Heaven, and Hell, 

and Holineſs, with that ſeriouſneſs asbeſeems men 

' that believe what they fay, and would have thoſe they 

ſpeak to, to believe it, Talk not either drowbly , or 

" lightly, or jeaſtingly, of ſuch dreadful or joyful unexv 

| preſiible things, Remember that your families and 

| you, are going tothe grave, and tothe world where 

_ thereis no more room for your exhortations, There 

. s no Catechiſing, Examining, or ſerious inſtructing 

| them inthe grave whether they and'you aregoing. 1s 

muſt be now ornever : Andtherefore do it with your 
| miglt, The words of God muſt bein your hearts, 

_ and you muſt diligently teach them to your children, 

talking of them when you ſit in your houſes , when 

F you walk by the way, when youlye down, and when: 

$ yourife up, Deut.6.6,9,3, and 11,18, 19.20. 

3. Have you ignorant or ungodly neighbours,whoſe | 

© Miſery calls for your compaſſion , and relief ? Speak 

. tothemand helpthem with prudent diligente; Loſe not | 

$ your opportunities : Stay not till death hath Nlopt 

' your mouths, or ſtopt their ears. Stay not til they are |} 

. &. out of hearing , and taken from your converſe. Stay | 

not till they are ih Hell, before you warnthemof it;or 

F til Heaven beloſi, before you have ſeriouſly called to ; 

{them to remember it. Go to their houſes ; take all | 

TF. opportunities : ſtoop to their infirmities; bear with .! 
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FE 40 - © Now or News, 
2 unthankful frowardneſs: It is for mins ſa;vation : Res 
F © member there isno place for your inſtructions or ex- 
| \. hortations. in the Grave or Hell, Your duf? cannot 
ſpeak, andzherr duficannothear ; Up therefore, and 
4 bedoing withall your might, 
| 4. Nath God intruſted you. with the riches of this 
world; with many #alents or with few, by which he 
4 looketh you ſhould relieve the needy , and eſpecially 
F. ſhould promote thoſe works of piery , which are the | 
greateſt charity ? Give (pcudently, but willingly and lis. 
{ berally) while you have to give. Itis your gain: The 
time of market for your ſouls: and of laying up « treaſure 
' in Heaven; and ſetting your money to the moſt gain- 
| fuluſury ; and of making you friends of the mammon of uns 
| righteouſneſs; and furthering your ſalvation , by that 
"which hindereth other. mens, and occafioneth their 
| perdition. As you have opportunity , do geadio all men; 
'- but efpeciallyto them of the houſhold of Faith, Gal.6 6 58, 
F 9.12, Cafithybread uponthe waterr, ſor thou ſhalt find it 
|. after many days, Give a portion to ſeven and to eight, for. 
\.. #bou knowefl not wwhat evil may be upon the earth, Feclel, 
( 21.1,2, 1g the morning ſow thyſeed, anl inthe ev:ning 
-- with-hold 18 thy hand : for thou knowe#7 not whether ſtal 
+ proſper this or that, or whether they both ſt.al be alike yood, 
+ verſ.6, With-hold not good from them to whom it «s dusy 
© When it is in the power of thy hand to do it ; ſaynittothy. |. 
| neighbor, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give, } © 
- Tohen thou baft it by thee, Prov, 3 27 28. Lay upafoun-. FT. 
| dation for the time to come: Do good before thy Þ 
{heart be hardened , thy ciches blaſted and conſumed, .\ Y: 
1 = | thy | | { 
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Vow or Never, "©""u4nr 
by- opportunities'taken away ; part with it before it 
part with thee. Remember, it muft be Now or Never; 
There is no working in the Grave. 

5. HaftfGodintruſted you with power or intereſt, 
by which you may promote his honor in the world, 
and relievethe oppreſſed, and reſtrain the rage of 'im- 
| pious malice ? Hath he made you Governors, and put 
the ſword of Juſtice into your hands ? Up then, and 
[ be doing with your might. Defend the innocent, pro- 
tet the ſervants of the Lord, cheriſh them that do 
well, be a terror to the wicked, encourage the frifeft 
obedience to the univerſal Governor , diſcountenance 
the breakers ofhis Laws ; Look not to bereverenced 
j or obeyed before him , or more carefully then he:; . 
Openly maintain his truth and worſhip without fear _ | 
| or ſhame : Dal gently and tenderly with his Lambs 
and little ones : Search after vice that you may ſucs - 4 
,ceſsfully ſuppreſs it, Hate thoſe temptations that would' 
draw you to man-pleaſing , temporizing , remiſneſs, 
Nor countenancing (in; but eſpecially thoſe that would 
 inſnare you in a controverſy with Hzavenzand in quars 
 rels againſt the ways of holineſs ; or, in that ſelf-cons {4 
[| founding fin of abuſing and oppoſing the pegple , that. 
are moſt careful to pleaſe the Lord, Your .zruft is } 
# great,and ſois your advantage to do good ; Ard how. , 
{ great will be your account, and how dreadful, if you” 4 
F be unfaithful? As you /jgnify more then hundreds off | 
* 'thouſands of the meaner ſort, and your ations do : 
S moſt good or hurt ; ſo you muſtexpeAtobe accor--.-; 
yY dingly dealt with, when you come tothe 'impartial- ; 
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45: ha Vow or Never, —""F 
* final judgement, Befriend the Goſpel as the Chart 8 : 
' © of your evetlaſtingpriviledgesz Own thoſethat Chrift , | 
hath told you be will own, Uſe them asmen that are | nl 
ready to heary 1n aſimuch as you did it to one of the leaftof fi | 
my brethren ,-you did it unto me , Matth, 25. Know nota F” 
wicked perſon but let! your eyes be on the faithful of the 
land, that they may dwell therein , and lead a quiet and 
.feaceable lift, in all godlinsſs and honefly,Pſal, 101, x Tim, 
| - 2,2, Let theſe that work the work of the Lord, be with 
4 yo Tvithout ftar, x Cor, 6. x0, Remember that itis the 
F -Chara&er of a Phariſee and Hypocrite , to ſee the 
mote of the non-obſervance of a ceremony , or tradi» 
tion, or ſmaller matter of difference in Religion in 
their brothers eye, and not to ſee the beam of hypo» 


+ * criſy,injuftice,and malicious cruel oppoſition of Chriſt 


ſ 
3 ad his Diſciples, in their own eyes: And thatit is the 
E, brandofthem that pleaſe not God , that are filling up 
+ their ſins, on whom Gods wrath is coming tothe ut- | 
| © moſt, to perſecute the ſervant#of the Lord, torbidding - 
{ them to preach to the people that they might be ſa- | 
ved, 1 Theſ, 2,15.16, 
{ Learn well thefecond , and the hundred and firſt 
| Pſalm : And write theſe ſentences on your walls and | 
| -deors., as an Antidote againſt that ſelf-undoing fin : 
+ Matth.18.6, Whofoever ſhal offend one of theſe little 
{ones Which beljeve in me; it were better for him that a 
+ milſtone were hanged about his neck, and that he 
| were drowned in the depth of the ſea, Zach,2,8,: (He 
| that toucheth you, toncheth the apple of his eye. ) 
[IS OM, 14+ 1, 2, and 15,1, (Hin that s weakin the faith,. 
<a recemve 
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ceive you ; but not 20 doubtful diſputationt, -»< For God 
a2 received him. Math, 10, 40. 41, 42, He that receis 
« (eth you, receiveth me 5 andhe that receiveth me, receiveth 
p m that ſent me. He that receiveth a righteous man in the 
21% of a righteous man, ſhal receive a righteous mans ve - 
, Board : And whoſe ſbal give to drink to one of theſe little 
(2s y 4 Cup of cold water only in the name of a Diſciple 3 
 Perily, 1 ſay unto you, he ſhal in no wiſe loſe his reward. It 
 Foulove not the godly , love your ſelves » (ſofar asto 
vch ſelf-love is poſſible ) wound not your own hearts, 
o make their fingers bleed. Damn not your ſouls, 
and that by the fureſt, neareſt way ,) that you may 
tact their bodies. Provoke not God to thruſt you from 
is qr nang and deny your ſuits, by your dealing ſo 
Iwith them : ſtop not your own mouths , when your 
miſery will beſpeak yourlowdeſt cryes for mercy, by 
your Nlopping the mouths of the ſervants of the Lord, 
and refuling to hear their requeſts for juſlice, If you 
have the Serpents enmity againſt the womans ſeed, 
you mult expe& the Serpents doom : Your heads wwill 
e bruiſed, when you have braiſed their heels, Gen,z., tg, {| 
Kick not againfl the pricks, A&.g. Letnot briers and 
thorns ſer themſelves in battel againſt the Lord; leSt be _ 
go therefore through them , and burn them together , Ilai, 


om. 


þ Iſpeak not any of this by way of accuſation, or dif- 
hanorable refletion on the Magiſtrat. Bleſled be 
God that hath given us the comfort of your defence, - ; 
But knowing. what the Tempter aymeth at , and -.; 
> ; here it is that your danger lyeth , and by what 
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| of you te in the flate ofunrenewed nature , born only 


F Rom.$.1,5.79-13. andconſequently yet in the power ht 
E .of Satan; taken captive by him at his will A. 26-18. 
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- meanstherulersofthe earth have been undone, faith-M T' 


fulneſs commandethme to tell-you of the ſhare , and {Woul 
to ſet before yougood and evil, asever would eſcape for 
the guilt of-betraying you by flattery , or cruel and NOV! 
cowardly (ilence, | rec 
Andeſpecially when your Magiftracy is but annua}, {is 
or for a ſhort time, it concerneth you to be doing with I 3 
your might, It i bat this year, or ſhort ſpace of time, 
that you. have to d6this ſpecial ſervice in ; Loſe this 
and loſe all, By what men on earth ſhonld God be 
eminently ſerved and honored, if not by Magiſtrats, 
whom he hath eminently advanced, impowered and 
intruſted ? With conſiderate fere-ſight, ſeriouſly ask 
your ſelves thequeſtion, Are you willing to hear , at 
theday of your accounts, that you had but one year, or ||. 
' afew, todo God ſpecial ſervicein, and that you knew 
this, and yet would notdo it? Can your hearts bear 
itthen, to hear and think, that youloſt, and wilfully 


fee whatis to be done. Arethere not «Aiehouſtr to be | 
ſuppreſt, and Drunkard- and' riotous perſons tb beres 


with your might : For it muſt be Now or Never, & - 
..6- Toeome yet alittle nearer you, and ſpeak ofthe \;- 
yet to be done in your on ſouls, Are any 


+ "ofthe fleſh; and not of the ſpirit, Joh. 3. 3. 5, 6. Mine W 
"ding the things of the fleſh , and nof things of the Spirit , 
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27, Up and bs diving , it thou love thy 
ſoul ? lt thou care whether-thodu be in joy or miſery 
Wor ever, bewail thy (in and fpiritual diftreſs ; Make 
out to Chriſt, cry mightily to him for his renewing and 
reconciling pardoning grace : Plead his ſatista&ion, 
Chis merits, and his promiſes; Away with thy rebellion, 
and thy beloved lin ; Deliver up thy ſoul entirely 
' to Chriſt, to be ſanQified, governed and ſaved by him, 
"Make no more demurs about it; it is not a matter to 
be queſtioned, or trifled in. Let the earth be acquains 
ted with thy bended knees, and the air with thy com « 
plaints and cryegy and men with thy confefſiors and 
enquiries after the way of life z and heaven with thy - 
ſorrows, deſires, and reſolutions, till thy ſoubbe ac» 
quainted with the Spirit of Ghrift, (Rom 8 9g.) a 4 
with the new, the holy and heavenly nature; and thy 
heart have received the tranſcript of Gods Law, the 
impreſs of the Goel , and fo the image of thy Creator 
"and Red:emer, Ply this work with all thy might : For. | 
$ there is no Converſions R-novation, or Repentance unto :: , 
life, in the grave whither thou goeſt; It muſt be Now 
| or Never, And never ſaved, if never ſanfified, Heb, * 
"It,.14, : | "4 
SB HR thou any prevailing fin to mortify , that eis 7; 
ther reigneth in thee, or woundeth thee, and keepeth 
thy ſoul.in darkneſs and unacquaintedneſs with God? { 
 FAſſiault it reſolutely : RejeR it ſpeedily : Abhor the 
otigns of it : Turn away fromthe perſons or things 
{Wtnat w 


ould intice thee. Hate the doors of the harlot, -' 
and of the Alebouſe , or the gaming-houſe ; and go * 
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"he +» the On KG ts Baghters and as a Viedtoth 


Prov, 5:22--23. Why thog befooled, Rupid foul! will 


_ ſporting thee with the bait Haſt thou now here td 
_ walk or play.thee, but atthe brink ot hell ? Muft no! 
the fleſh 


. take thytime, 


' Bot, but remember from whenee thon artfallen, andſ; 


| { Folly and negligence hath br 
F -. andreturnto my firftburband; forthen it was better wit 


F - 0 that FE Wore as 1n:mmo0nths paſt 1 as inthe days when Ge 


Lt ay. | hy 
+ . my $ M2# 


oe - Zi > bore. 
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fowlers ſnare, and. as a fool tothe correQion gf! the 


Rocks, as if thou-knewed not that it. is for thy life, her 


wt 


cer 


thou..be taſting: of the poiſoned cup? Witt thou bg... 


all 


6 crkcifed with its affeftions and Inufis? Gal, 5 

24- Muſt it not be tamed and mortified, or thy foul: 
condemaed; Rom 8,13, 1 Cor, g. 27.- Run not there 
fore as at uncertainty : fight not as one that beats the air, ; 
verſ, 26, Seeing this muſt be domg}, or thou art.uns 
done , delay and daly with fin no JOnger : Letthis be 
the day; reſolve, and reſiſt it with thy might ; It muit 
be Now or Never : When death comes, i is too late, 
It will be then no reward to leave thy fin, which thou 
canſt keep no longer : No part of holineſs or happis 
'nefs, thatthou art not drunk,or-proud; or luſtfulin-the 
grave or hell, As thou art wiſe, therefore know and 
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8. Art thou in adeclined lapſed ſtate , decayed inf 
grace ? Haſt thou loſt thy firſt deſires and love ? dof Z 
thy firſt works, and do-them with thy might, Delay | 


what thou: haſt loſt by it ; and into how fad aceſe thy 


onght thee : fay, will $9 


mo.then new, Hoſ, 2. 5. Cry out with Job'19. 2:3. 4: 5. 4 
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| BU 242 gas { ''N \J *r Or .. Never, 4 "PI 
| is bis tte! walked through darkeſ3. As Fu as in. 
he days of my yourh, when the ſecret of God Twas on my tas 
Weracts, when the Almighty was yet with me, --- Return 
while thou haſt day, leſtthe night ſurprize thee; Loy. 
Y cer and delay no.more ; thou haſt loſt by it already :- 
| chou art far behind hand, Beſtir thee therefore with. 
all thy might. 
F 9. Art thou in the darkneſs of uncertainty concer- 
ning thy converlion , and thy everlaſting ſtate ? Dolt 
"FJehou not know whether thou bein a ſtate-of life or 
| death » and what ſhould become of thee, if this were 
the day or hour of thy change ?. If thou art careful 
I about it, . and enquireſt, and uſeſt the means that God 
hath appointed thee for aſſurance: I have then no 
more toſay to thee now, but wait on God, and thou 
"Jſbalt not be diſappointed or aſhamed, Thou ſhalt 
[have aſſurance in due time , or be ſaved before thou 
{| would Þelieve thou ſhouldſt be ſaved. Be patient 
CJand obedient, and the light of Chriſt will ſhine upon 
thee , and yet thou ſhaltfee the days of peace. Bur if 
g hou art careleſsin thy uncertainty , and mindeſt not 
z[0-greata buſineſs , be awakened ard call thy ſoul to 
its account ; ſearch/and examine thy heart and life : 
> Read and conſider, and take advice of faithful guides. 
Canſt thou careleſly fleep, and langh, and ſport, and 
J o low thy lefler babned a if thy ſalvation were made - 
| Pure', win thou knoweſt tot wherethou muſt dwell . 
\{orever? Examine your ſelves whether you bein the 
'« Baith; prove your ſelves ;: know you, not your own 
(ores that Chrilt isin you, &x ept IE A 
: PS 2 So 
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FOR -.. Now or Never, 

2 Cor,13.-5, Give all diligence, ( in time ) to make youli8 
calling and eleion ſure, 2 Pet, 1, 10, 'Inthe Graveardiſ 
Hell there is no making ſare of Heaven : You are thenf 
| paſt enquiries and ſelf- examinations, in order to any 
{$1 recovery of hope. Another kind of tryal will finally 
{1  Teſolve you. Up therefore and diligently ply the} * 
i}. - Work: it muſt be Nozv or Never, I 
' 10. In all the duties of thy profeſſion of piety » ju; 

iſ} Mice, or charity to God, thy ſelf, or others ; up and bef 
| _ doing with thy might, Art thou ſeeking to inflame 

jt thy foul with love to God? Plunge thy ſelf in theſ| ® 
+ - ocean ofhis love; admire his mercies; grze upon the 
{} repreſentations of his tranſcendent goodne's : O tafteſ b 
jt . and ſeethat the Lord is gracious ! Remember that helſ 't 

| 


mult beloved with all thy heart, ard ſoul, and might ; 


|| Canſt thou pewr out thy love upon a creature, 'andſ-© 
| ojive buta few barren drops to God } Iv 
Bj} When thou art fearing him , let his fear command tl 
ff thy foul, and conquer all the fear cf man, £ ; 


| i}  *. When thou art truſtivg himy doit without diſtruft, ol 
Ef}. andcaftaltthvcareand thy ſelf upon him : Truſt him|} 9! 
E | . a$ a creature ſhould truſt his God, and the members off 
Ft Chriſt ſhould truſt their Head and dear Redeemer, 

E |! © When thou art making mention of his great and 
E ||. dreadful Name, O do it withreverence, and awe, 
it .and admiration 3 And take not the-Name of God in - 
|. -- "When thou art reading his Word , let the Majeſty} © 
-If --ofthe Author, andthe greatneſs of the matter, and they <7 
PF oravity , of the ſtile , poſſeſs thee with an a 10 
* £5 Re | | ar. 


ae" Now or Never, 49 d , 
fear. Love it, and let it be ſweeter to thee then the 
{honey-comb, and preciouſer then thouſands of gold 
_ and filver, Reiolve todo what there thou findeſtto be 
the will of God, When thou art praying in ſecret, oc 
in thy family, doit with thy might : Cry mightily to 
God, as a ſoul under fin, and wants and danger, that 
is ſtepping into an endleſs life , ſhould do Let the res 
| veretce and fervor of thy prayers ſhow that it is God 
4. himſelf that chou art ſpeakirg to : that it is Heaven it 
4 felt that thou art praying for : Hell it ſelf that thou 
art praying to be ſavedfrom. Wiltthou be dull and 
ſenſleſs on ſuch an errand to the living God ? Remems 
of ber what lieth upon thy #a'liog or prevailing : and that 
«| it muſt be Now or Never, 

Art thou a Preacher of the Goſpel,and takeſt charge 
gl. ofthe ſouls of men > Tak= heed rothy (elf, andto the 
| whole flock , over which the holy Ghoſt hath made 
all thee an overſeer, to feed the Church of God, hichhe 

hath purchaſed with bis own blood Let not the blood 

2 | of ſouls, and the blood that purchaſed them, be re- _ 
_ quired at thy hands, As :o, 28 Ezk 3. 18. 20. | 

F Thon art charged before God, and the Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt , who ſhal judge the quick ard the dead at his } 
id appearing and his Kingdom , that thou preach the 
ord, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of feafon; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with all long ſuffering and dos 
| Arine, 2 Tim 4. s.2 Teach every man, andexhort : 
every man, C7. 1.,28, even night and day with tears, 


hl Afr 20, 31, Save men with fear » pulling them out 


te 


ofche fire, 7ud. Cry aloud ; lift up thy.yoige like a. } 
D ©. trvms. 5 
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£// trumpet: tell themoftheir tranſgreſſions , 1/4, 58. r, 


Yet thou art alive , arid they alive ; yet thou haſt a 
tongue , andthey have ears: Thefinal ſentence hath 
not yet cut off their hopes. Preach therefore , and 
preach with all thy might, Exhort them privatly and 


perſonally with all the ſeriouſneſs thou caſt, Quickly, | 
orit will be too late. Prudenely , or Satan will overs | 


reach thee 2 Fervently , or thy words arelike to be 
difregarded. Remember when thou Jookeſt them in 
the faces, when thou beholdeſt the afſemblies, that 


they muſt be converted or condemned ; fanctified on | 


earth, or tormented in hell , and that this is the day : 
It muſt be Now or Never, * 


+ -Inaword, Apply this quickning preceptto all the | 


duties of thy Chriſtian courſe. Be religious, and juſt, 
and charitable in good ſadneſs, if you would be taken 


for ſuch when you look for thereward. Workout 


your falvation with fear and trembling , FP. z, 12, 
Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate ; for many ſhal ſeek 


. to enterand ſhal not be able, Matth.9, 13, Luke 12, 


24 Many run, but tew receive the prize : forun that 
you way obtain, x Cor. 9. 24, If the righteous ſcarcely 


Ut - be ſaved, where ſhal the ungodly and the linner ap-| 
!! pear? 1 Per, 4-18, Letthe doting world deride your 
-diligence , and ſet themſelves to hinder and affli 


you : It will be buta little while before exyerience 


MM changetheir mindsfand make them fing another ſong! 
"* Follow Chriſt tully : Ply your work andlefeno time, F- 
#” - The Judge is-coming. Let pot words nor any thing 
that man can do, prevail with: you to fit dawn, or 


ſlo 


\T3 I) 
WAY +7 : i» / Ly \G dis a FN 


aut. a Ms 
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& Now or Never, "XY 
| you in a journey of fuch importance, Pleaſe Ge 
though fleth, and friends, and allthe world ſhould be 
diſpleaſed, Whatever come of your reputation , or 
eftates , or liberties, or lives, be ſure you looktolife 
eternal ; and caſt not that on any hazard, for a withe- 
ring flower, or a pleaſant dream, or a pifture of coms 


tne rai wd WY © 


he 


"' modity , or any vanity that the deceiver can preſent, 
© Þ For-what ſbal it profit you to winthe world, and loſe your 
nk ſou]? Matth. 6 26; Or to have been honored and 
Jo 


| obeyed on earth , when you are under the wrath of 
nf God in hell > Or that your fleſh was once provided 
with variety of delights, when it is turned torottens 
| neſs, and muſt be raiſed to torments ? Hold on there- 
ey forein Faith, and Holineſs, and Hope, though Earth | 
t> $ and Hell ſhouldrage againſt you; though allthe world 
ny by force or flattery, ſhould do the worſt they can to 
th hinder you, - This is your trial; your warfare, is the 
2F reſiſting of deceit, and of all that would tempt youto 7 
KI] conſent to the means of your own deftrudtion z' Cons 
2. fentnot, and you conquer : Conquer, and you are 
at | crowned. The combat is all about your wills ; Yeeld, 
y f and you have loſt the day. If the prating of ungodly 
PF fools,or the contemptuous jears of bardened (inners, 
ry orthe frowns of unſanQtified Superiors, could prevail 
againſt the. Spirit of Chriſt, - and the workings of an 
enlightened mind, then what man would be ſaved ? 
| You defervedamnation,if you will run into itto avoid | 
|| amock, or the lofs of any thing that man can take from. ; 
BE you. You are unmeet for Heaveny if you can part with: | 
| Rtolave yair purſes, Fear nuthin that camkill the ied, I 


/<@.v 
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PT 5 +» Now or Never, 
WH and after that Fs no more that they can do: but fear hin 
EF” that can defray bath ſoul and body in H:l , Matth. 0. 23. 
Luke-12. 4. 5., Obey God , hon h al the world for-l 
bid you..No.power can fave you from his juſtice; And 
-none of them can deprive you of hisreward. Thongh 


+ -youloſe Jour heads, you ſhal fave your Crowrs : You 
| _ 00 way ave yourliveslo certainly , as by ſachloting, 
" them, Math, zo. 39, One thing # nec:fary: Dothat.. 
with ſpeed, and care, anddiligence , which muji be. 
t+ done , or you are loſt for eyer. They that arerow 
i againſt your much andearneſt raying will ſhortly ery | 
rj as loud themſelves in vain; Whenitis toolate, how | Y 
fervently will they beg for mercy , thatnow d-rideF: 
 youforvaluing and ſeeking it in time ? But { Ther they gz 
' + ſhal call upon God , but be will not anſwer : they ſhal ſeek A 
. bim early, but ſbal not findhim ; For that they hated know: 
Bl” ledge, and did no? chooſe the fear of the Lord; They would 1 
| wore of buc counſel , but defp fed all is  reproof, ] Prov. 1, &- 
= .24 totheerd, F ' 
'Up therefore and work with all thy wizhr, Let us-F.. 
 Þtlieverr trifle , that know not that the righteous Godt 
ſtands over them, and know not that they are now to. 
work for everlaſtiog , and know not that Heaven orf-r 
* "Hdllisat the end. Let them delay, andlaugh , and # 
play and dream 2W2 Ay time, that are drunk with "I 
_. proſperity, and mad with fleſhly luſts and pleaſures 
and have loft their reaſon in the cares, and 0.1 lufiones# 
and vain glory of the world. But (hal it be fo with xt 
'y | tbe whoſe eves are opened , who ſceſtthe God, theſt'* 
* Maggot ethefell many do but hear cw 2 
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| Now or : Mode. 
ſacking? Wile thou /ive awake, as they that are flep 
Vilt rhou do in the day-light , as they do inthe dar ; 
Exemen live 28 Satans ſaves ? ſhal the living ly as 
uſeleſs as the dead ? Work then white it is 
; Gay ; for the night i is coming when none can work, 
+ Ii ug He the works of the Mofaical Law,fnor works 
{that are conceited for their proper value ts deſerve. 
*any thing at the hands of God, that Þ am all thiswhile - 
_perfwading you to: Butt is the works preſcribed. ©. 
Ls ouby Chriſt in the Goſp@according/to whichyou | 
Jhal be ſhortly j:dged to joy or miſery, by-Chrilt him- : 
Jeif, that will call you co account, Fheſe muſt be done ; 
F with all your might, _ | 
©05;:F, Bat (you will ſay nerhups) alaces what might 4 
Thove we ? We have no ſufficiency of our ſelves ; without 1 
* Chriſt 208 can do nothing! And this wve find aohen is comes | 
fo the trial, | | 
. «Anſw, 1. It is not a might thati is 0rjg1nally thine own, 
4 - that I am calling thee to exerciſe : but that which thou 
| haſt already received from God , and that which he is 
"ready to beſtow: Uſe well bat all the might thou baft, 1? 
--and thou ſhalt find thy labor isngt.in vain. Even the |; 
2 + ſtrength of Nature, and of common Grace, are talents | 
proc thou muſt improve, ; 
4. Art thou willing to uſe the might thou haſt, ad I 
to have more , and uſe it ifthou hadftic ? If thou art, 4 
Ef ps, haft then the revgth of Chriſt ; Thou ftandeſt - 
not 4. and workeſt not by Toby own firength : His pros . 
Reagaged to thee, and Dr ng Sy ent 
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5, 54+ : N, 9W or N ever, - ; 
F/F fortliee, Butifthouart not willing, thou art without 
WF” excuſez when thou hadſt Heaven and Hell ſet open Þ 
i | inthe Wordof God to make thee willing, Gol will di- F 
til ſlinguith thy wiſfglnefs from unwilling weaknels, #Z 

3- There is more power in all of you then you uſe, #* 
'or then you are well aware of, It wanteth but awas | 
 kening to bring it into a&. Do you notfindin your Y 
repentings, that the change is more in your will then. ; 
im your power; and in the awaking of your will and } 
reaſon into act, then in the addition of meer abilities ; 
wn | andthattherefore you bel your (elves for your ſins | © 
W{ and yourneglets, and wonder that you had no more | *. 
met - aſe of your underſtandings ? Let but a ſtorm at Seay, | © 
Wt or violent ſickneſs, or approaching death, rowfe up. | \ 
i} and waken the powers which you have, apd you 
WE. } Will find there was much more afleep in youthen you | / 
2g E - uhed; : --. - | | 
Wt Ifhaltherefore next endeavor to awaken your abi- || | 
we > lities, or tell you how you ſhould awaken them. l © 
AF | When your ſouls aredrowlſy, and you are forgetting | 
| your God, and your latter end, and the matters of 
8 | cternity have little foree and ſavor wicth-you ; when 
1; you grow lazy and ſuperficial , and Religion ſeems a 
£7 | lifeleſs thing ;. and you do your duty as if it werein 

Ft vain, or againſt your wills; when you can loſe your 
| time; and delay repentance, and friends, and. profit, 
F | and reputation, and pleaſure can be beard agaioftthe 
#1 Wordof God,andtake you off when you do all by the 
$$ faives and languiſhin your Chriſtian courſe, asnear, & 
+ to: death ;- Stir up your ſouls with the urgency of fuch ' 
| IIa ti 
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I "Now or Never, 
| uct. t. Can 1 do no» more then this for. Grd, wh LY 
to Þave me all, Who deſerv<th all: Who ſeth mein 
li. Py duties and my fins? When he puts me p#rp2/ely on 

he trial, what I can do for his ſake and ſervice, Can I 
fs, i $o no more ? Can love himnomore, and obey, and 
24 Ewatch, and work no more ? 
ur 5 Queſt. 2, Can 1 do no more then this for Chrift, for 
-n JÞim chat did ſo much for me, thatlived fo exatly, 
qd Jobeyed fo perfeUly ; walked fo inoffenfively and 
; - $meekly ; delpiſing all the baits, and honors, andriches 
1s | of the world; that loved me tothe death ; and offe- 
« | rethme freely all his benefits, and would brin meto 
*Y eternal glory ? Are theſe careleſs, cold and dul endea- 
p. | vors my beſtreturn for all this mercy ? bw 
Q [t, 3, Can do no more, when my ſalvation u the © 
2 | prizs, when Heaven or Hell depend much on it, 

when I know this before-hand-, and may ſee inthe | 

. | glaſs of the boly Scriptures whatis prepared for the . | 

diligent and the nedligen , and what work there is and | 

will be for ever in. Heaven and Hell ontheſe accounts? : 

Could Inotdomore, if nykoule were on fire, or my - 

eflate, or life, or friend in danger » thea1do for ay; 
falvation - ? 

_ Quelt;4. Cay I do no more for the foal of mn? , when / 
they areundone for ever, if they be not ſpeedily dels. ; 
hy 2 Is ehis my love and.compaſlion to my neigh- | 
bor. my ſervant, friend or child 3} © / 

Queſt, 5. Can 1 do no more for the Gharch af God, 
| for the. publick good , tur the peace and. welfare of 
' nrdGevor and our Polterity, in ſupproſſingſin » in 
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6 Now or Never, 
praying for deliverance, or in promoting works offfid 
; publick benefit? th 
| Queſt. 6. Can 7 Jo no wore , that have loytered ſo long ified 
| and go no faſter, that have ſlept till the evening offymi 
| IMmydays, whenWiligence muſt be the diſcovery of my 
- repentance? 
Queſt, 7, Can 199 no more , that knro not now but 1 
bf &n doing my Jaſi, That ſee how faſtmy time makes 
Fi | haſte, ardknow Imuſtbequickly gone , that know it þ 
(| muſt be Now or Never : and that this is altthe time I Þn( 
ſhal have, on which an endleſs life dependeth ? | 
_ 8, Gan lT go no better, when 1 know before hand, 
wohat different aſpe ts diligence and negligence will have, to | 
the awoakened ſoul inthe review , What a eomfort it will 
be at death and judgement, to be able to ſay, Ididmy fu 
beſt, or loytered not away the time I had ? And what | 
ts  avexatious andheart-difquieting thing it will then be 
WF |. #0 look back on time, as irrecoverably loſt, and on a 
1 fe oftryal, ascaft away impertinencies, while 
? m4 the work that we tired for lay undone ? ſhal Inow by 
WW trifing prepare ſuch griping & tormenting thoughts, 
8 + for my awakened conſcience ? ET 
W } _ Quelſi.g. Can 1 do nomore, when Tam ſure 1cannot 
LE doroo much, andam ſure there i nothing elſe to. be prefer= 
T\ 7:d, and that it is this I live for : and that life is for 
8 | 2&ion, . and difpoſeth thereunto ; (and holy life for 
& | holy a&ion)and that it is better or /;ve,then not attain 
| "the ends of livingz when I have ſo many and unwea- 
. | ried enemies ; when ſloath is my danger , and the ad- ? 
[Wb vantage of my. ehemy ; when 1 know thatreſolution 
_ -. hs and 
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| Now or Never, 7 
$ od vigorous diligence, is fo neceſſary that allis loſt 
fchout it ? will temptations be reliſted, and ſelf de: 
Mg ied. and concupilcerce mortified, and fleſhly detires 
> Offmed and ſubdued, and lin caſt out, and a holy com- 
mMyHSunion with Heaven, mairtaired with idleneſs and 
path ? will Families be well ordered, and Church, 
7 Ir City, or Country well poyerned ? will the careleſs 
eSYnners that I am bound to help, be converted and 
It ved with titting fill, and with ſome keartleſs cold 
* © Endeavors ? 
| Queſt 10. Can I do no more that have ſo much help y 
d, fhat have m2rcies of all ſorts. encouraging mes. and 
?o kreatures attending me 3 that have health to enable 
Il Ime,or affliction to remember and excite me; that have 
y Juch a maſter, ſucha work, ſuch a reward as better 
it feannot be defired ; whois leſs exculable fos negle 
e jehen I ? Te, 
a2 1 Queſt. rv. Could Þ do no more, if 1 were furs that my 
wJvation Iay on thi one duty, that according to this 
rayer , it hould:go with me for ever z or if the ſoul of 
my child, or ſervant, or neighbor muſt ſpeed for ever, as 
my endeavors ſpeed with them-now for their convers 
(fon > for eught F krow it may be thus, = | 
| Queſt, xz, Would I have God to. come with the 
ſpurand rod > How do I complain when affliction is 
upon me? And will I neither endure it, nor be quick- 
ned: without it ? Is it not better mend my pace and 
work onealierterms ? | | Mt. 
N- Iwould not have diftreſſed ſouls to uſe theſe cons | 
| Gerations, meerly to diſquiet themſelves for their ors b 
6 p42 mities 
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\ Now or Never, 

mities , and (olive in heavinels and ſelf-Vexation , iefta n 
cauſe they cannot be as good as they delire , or do aſhey 
much and as'well as they ſhould do: It is not deſpaiſſimq 
that will mend the matter , but make it worſe ; But he x 
would wiſh the lazy floathtul ſoul, to plead theſe Queſhin 
ſtions with its ſelf, and try whether they have no quidſſe | 
i kening power, if cloſely urged , and ſeriouſly co: tifhd, 
(| 4 dered, as 
fi. Believe it, Sirs, it is the deceirfulneſ3 of proſperity that] | 
keeps up the 74puration of a /loathfiul liſt, and makeged 
= i Holy diligence ſeem wanecefſary. When affliction comes ye; 
tt awakened reaſon is aſhamed of this, and ſeethit asþo\ 
mt an odious thing, 
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TD.Y this time you may fee, what difference there is 
B between the judgement of God, 6 of the world 
and what tothink of the underſtandings of. thoſe men 
(be they high or Jow, 12arned or anlcarncd) that hate or 
oppoſe this ho/y Jrtizence, God bids us love, and ſeeks flof 
_ andiervehim with all our hegrtand foul, and might : 
And theſe men.call them Zealots, and Preciſians, and 
Puritans, that endeavor it z though, alace: they fall exe | 
ceeding ſhort, when they have done their beſt, Itis 
L8H Ooneofthe moſt wonderful monſrofities and deformi- 
Writs that ever befell the nature ofman, that men, that 
[8 Ratned men , that men thatin other things arewiſe, 
© ſhould feriouſly think chat the utmeſt ciligents to 
+ ©vey the Lord and fave our ſouls, is needleſs; and | 
; tliat ever they ſhould take it for a crime, and —_ 
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Now or Never, 9'\ 
x matter of reproach : That the ſerious, diligent 
» Wﬀeying of Gods Law , ſhould be the matter of the 
aEnmon diſdain and hatred of the world ; that no men 
it Fe more generally abhorred , and toſfup and down 
uy impatient men ; that great and ſmall, the Ruler and 
Be vulgar rabble , in moſtplaces of the garth cannot 
{1$duce them ; To thiok how the firſt man that ever 
Fas born into the world > did hate his own brother 
1aty!l he had proceeded to murder him, becauſe he ſer- 
Efed God better then himſelf, B:cauje hu own works 
*Soore evil, and bis brothers righteous , 1 Joh. 3. 12, And 
®%how conftantly this horrid unnatural madaets , hath 

cceeded and raged in the world from Cain ungil this 
Jay ! It is notin vain that the holy Ghoſt addeth , in 
; he nextwords, 1 Toh.z,1tz, Marvel not, my brethren, 
8 the world hate you , inplying that we are apt to 
I} fearve! at it; as I confeſs, Lhave oft and gremly done, 
n Me thinks, it is ſo wonderful a plague and ſtain in na- 
r Fare, that it doth very much to confirm me of the truth 
3 of Scripture; of the dottrine of mans fall, and original 
* Bin, and the neceſſity of a Recoaciler,and of renewing 

ae. \ 

® DiſlraQed.miſerable ſouls ! Isit not enough for you 
to refuſe your own ſalvation ;. but. yow-mult be angry 
with all that will not imitate you ? Is it not mad 
enqugh, and bad enough to ch9/e damnation, but you 
muſt be offended with all that are not of your tnind ? 
If. you will not believe God , that without regenera « 
Won, converſion, holineſs, and a heavenly fpiritaal life, 
there is no (alvation-to be hoped for (Jobs 3, 3. 5.4 
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Dp Now or Never, | en 
Matth, 18. 3. 'H=b. 12, 14. Rom, 8,9, tz. » Cor, Maſe 
19. ) muſt we all be unbeli-vers with you ? If yoſ..q 
would laugh at hell ill you areinit, muſt we do (6,10 
too? If Godand glory ſeem lefs worth to you , thef..c 
your fleſhly pleaſure for atime, muſt we renounce ouf}.ec 
Chrciftianity-and our reaſon for fear of differing frong.e 
you ? If you dare-differ from your Maker , and thy, 
Redeemer, and the Holy Ghoſt,and all the Prophets} , 
Apovltl-s and. Evangelifts . and all that ever came td 
Heaven, right not we be bold to differ from y-u ? IF... 
you will needs be ungodly , and chooſe your everla4g,, 
ſting wo, bepatient with them that have more under, 1 
ſtandipg , and dare not be fo hardy , asto leap after, 
you into the unqeenchable fire : Mock not at Holi. 
peſs, if you have no mindof it. Hirder notthem that ,, 
ſtrive toenter in at the ſtrait-gate , if yon refuſe your 


ſelves, Be not ſo defirons of company in Hel] It y 


will prove no comfortto you, or abatement of yourſj x 
; But becanſe yon have the faces to contradiQ the / 
God of truth, and to reproach that work which he 
commandeth, and to ſay, YPhat nzedr ſo much ads, when | 
he bids us do it xvith af our might? 1 will briefly tell you 
what you are doing , and ſhow you vhe uply face of þ 


+ the ſcorner , and the filthy hearts of the enemies of 


holineſs, that if it may be, you may loath your ſelves. 
1, Theſe enemies of holy diligence, deny God with their 


1Y qporks and live s, and are prafiical Altifts . and jt ſeems b; 


are fo near of kin to [hat wicked one] (fee 1 Fob. 3. 


N 22; )that they would bave all others do ſo too, And | 


_ then 


) 
Af 


Now or Never, 61 "V 
en how ſoen would Earth be turned into Hell ! The 
' Waſc is plain : if God deſerve not to be loved and ſer- 
OB-d with all thy heart, and ſoul, and tight, heignot 
"od. And ifthy wealth, or honor, or fleſh, or friend. 
M-(erveth more of thy love,” and care, anddiligence 
When God , then that is thy God that deſerveth beſt. 
"Wee now what theſe deriders of purity and obedierce 
"Wo think of God, and of the world. 
J 2, Theſe Cainites do b!aſpheme the Governor of the world : 
hen he hath g:/ven Larry to the creatures that he 
made of nothing, thefe wretches deride and hate men 
for obeying them, If God have not commanded that 
which you oppoſe, contradi& it , and ſpare not : 1 
4 would you were much more againli that pretended 
i Reiigion which he commanded not. But if h: have come 
Al anded it , and yet you darerevile them as too pure 
rl & preciſe that would obey it, what do you but'charge 
It) the King of Saints with making Laws that arenot 
Ai to beobeyed ? which muſt needs imply that they are 
fooliſh ,,or bad, though made by the moſt Wiſe and 
i Good. on, 
ek 3. Theſe enemies of bolineſs oppoſe the prafliſe of the very 
ny frft principier of aff Religion. For Heb. 11, 6. He that 
Ul cometh t4 God muſt belicve that God uu, and that he « the 
' Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. And it is dili- 
gert "2" him that they hate and ſet themſelves 
agairft. TE. 
_ Do not they judo: Heaven to be leſs worth then = 
Þ Earth ; when they will dos for it, and would have 
- }} others to doſotoo ? +l 
5 Tf £6 


 Nowor Never, 
"5. They would have us all unchriften and unman oe; of 
ſelves, as if there were no /i/t to come ; or as if our reaou 
ſon and all our faculties were given us in vain. For Wiſe ; 
they are not given us for greater matters then all thi , 
honors and pleaſures of the world, they axe in vain, qifhat 
worſe; and the life of man is but a dreamWnd miſery ſeed 
Were nota beaſtleſs miſerable, if this were all?  PÞpliet 
6, How baſe aprice dotheſe Cainntes ſet on the immort arore 
ſoul of man, that think it not worth ſo much ado., as thi A 
careful obedience of the Laws of Chriſt, nor worth ſqhe « 
much as they do themſelves for their filthy fins andyou! 
periſhing fleſh , but would have us ſo mad as to ſella 
Heaven,and our ſoul; for a little ſinful floath-and eaſeYEor 
7. Theſe enemies of Holineſs would have men take theingerVv 
mercies for their hurt, and their greateſt bleſſings for a bur W# - 
d:nor a plague, and to run into Hell to be delivered fron 
them, Why man, doſt thou know what Holineſs i ? and 
what it-is to have acceſs to God ? Itell thee it is theN9 
b forataſte of heaven on earth, It is the higheſt glory, and 
if fſweeteltdelight; and chiefeft commodity to the ſou], 
| Andartthou afraid of having roo much of this. > What, 
thou that haFt-none (which ſhould make thee tremble) _ 
.ait thou afraid of having 7omuch ? Thou that never 
Feareft too much money , nor too much honor, nor too much 
| health; art'thou afraid of too much ſpiritual health and 
bolineſ; ?. What ſhal be thy d:/ire , ifthouloath and Ay 
3 fromthyFelcity 7 - 
_  & Youthatare loyal ſubje&s , take heed of theſeſ 
| . nogedly ſoorners. : For by conſequence 2hey- 200419) 
F Zompt y0u.t0 defpiſe your King, aud make a mack atzhe obey! 
WA | 1948 


| __ Now ar Newer, | | & "0 ; w % 
v7 of his Commands and Laws, Fort a man perſwade >» 

'ou to deſpiſe a Fudge , he implieth that you may de» 
Woiſe a Conflable, No Any is ſo great in compariſon of 

od, as a fly or worm isto#hat King. Hetherefore 

1at would relax the Laws of God, and make it ſeema 

Heedleſs thing to obey him diligently and exa&ly, im- 
Hlieth that obedience to any ofthe ſons of men is much 
wore needleſs, | 
{ And you that are children or ſervants, take heed of 
Fhe doctrine of theſe men : ,Mafers, admit it not into 
Four Families, If he be worthy to be ſcorned as a Pus 
$itan or Preciſian, that is careful to pleale and obey the- 
ord , what ſcorn do yourchildren and fervants des 
erve , if they wilt be abedient and pleaſing to ſuch 
you ? | | 
| 9. All you that are poor Tradeſmen , take heed of 
ſithe conſequences of the C'ainites ſeorners, leſt it make you 
figive over the labors of your calling, and turn your 
elves and families into-beggery, For if Heaven beanot 
4 orth ” ap great:fll labor , your 6.Jies are notworth- 
e leaſt. : 

10, Theſe Cainites ſpeak againfl the awakened Cong 
Bcrences, and the confeſſions of all the VVorld, Whatfoever- 
they may fay in the dream of their blind preſumption 
and fecurity ; atlaſt , when death hath opened their - 

yes, they all.cry, Othat we had been Saints 1: Othap- 

we might die the death of the righteous , and that our- 

paſt end might be as his?! ' O that we hadſpent that 
Fine and care, and labor for our fouls, whichwe fpent- | 
yon that which now is gall to ous:remgmbrance ! {And | | 


FP” 6  Now-or Never, 
'- yet theſe men will take no warning, but now oppok 
and deiide that courſe, that all the world do wiſh a 
faſt they had been as zealous for'as any. 

Li, The enemy himſelf hath a c:nſcrence within him, 
thateither grudgeth againſt his mal:cious impiety, andſ tic 
witnefſeth that he abufeth them that are far. betterf y,; 

then himſelt; or at leatt will ſhortly call him to a rec 7; 
| koniog, and tell him better what he did , and makeſſ ye 
tim change his face and time, and wiſh himſelt in theff 7 

+ Caſeofthoſe that he did oppoſe. _ | Yan 

' ** x2 To conclude the Claznite wofthat wick-d onz?yÞ 5m 
T Joh 3.12, of hs /ather the. Deril, Joh, 8. 42.44. and pr 

- Þ his walking , ſpeaking inffrument on eaith, ſaying] gir 
What he himſelf would ſay : He is the open enemy off for 
God, For who are his enemies, but the En:mries of Ho-fþ ric 
lineſs, of bis Laws, of our Obedience , of his Image, and[*bo 
of his Saints ? And how will Chriſt deal atlalt with ſpe 
bis Enemize? Luke 19. 25, O that they knew, that fore-|| the 

| ſeeing , they might eſcape ! This is the true, the ugly} it, 
picture ofa Cainite , or enemy. of a holy lite , that re-| ww] 
proacheth ſerious diliger.ce as a preciſe and needllels} 1y, 
| thing, when God command=eth us, and death and thef} ha 
grave, and eternity admon:ſh us todo his work with}. ex; 

_ all our might Now conſider this ye that forget God, of} 

left he fear you in pieces, and there be nong to deliver youll an 

Pſalm 50. 22. ma 
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deplorably miſerable, then thoſe that-profeſs them- 
ſelves Minifters of Chriſt, Would one believe that had 
not known them , that there are ſuch taen in the 
world ? Alace , chere are r99 many; Thoughreduca- 
tionzand the Laws of the Land engage them to preach 
tine DoArine, yet are they fa!ſ? Teach:rs in the applica« 
tion, For they never well learned the holy and hea- 
venly Do&@rine which they preach, nor digeſted it, or } 
 reotived the power and imprels of it upoti their hearts; } 
fand therefore retaining their natural corruptions, 
impiety and enmity tothe Life , and Power , and 
praQile of that DoQtine, they indireQly deftroy what 
direaly they would ſeem to build, and preach both |} 
for God, and apainit him; for Chrift ard the holy Spi- _ 
rit , and againtt them; for godlineſs, and againſt it, 
. both in the ſame Sermon, In general, they muſt needs 
ſpeak for ths Word of God, and a holy life : But when ? 
they come to the particulars , they ſecretly reproach * 
it, and condemn the paits , while they commend the 
| whole, In general, they ſpeak well of religious, god- 
| ly, holy people; But when they meet with them, they 
| hatethem, and make them Preciſians , a Se& that is 
' every where ſpoken againſt , peſtilent fellows, and movers 
of ſedition , as the Apoftles were accuſed, As 24. 5. Þ 
and 28; 22, and any thing that malice can invent to | 
makethem odious: And what they cannor prove, they | 
| \'will cloſely intimate, in the falſe application of their | 
 Dorines, deſcribing them ſo as thay induce the hea= | 
| rers to believe , that they area were fog ſelf. cons | 
ceitedHypocrites, factious, proud, diſobedient, tur-, 1 
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ul | , affeQting fingularity, 
groſs the reputation of godlineſs to themſelves, but ſe. 
cretly as bad as others, And. when they have thus res 
preſented them to the ignorant ſort of people, they 
have made the way of godlineſs odious, and ſufhcient- 
Jy furniſhed miferable fouls with prejudice and diſlike; 
{0 that ,- becauſe the perſons are thus made hateful to 


them, allſerious diligence for heaven , all tenderneſs 


of conſcience, ard fear of ſinging , all heavenly dif- 
courfe, and ſerious preaching, reading. or praying, are 
allo made odious for their ſakes: For hearing fo ill of 


the perſons and ſeeing 2hat rhe arc the things where- 


in they differ from others,they reduce their judgement 


of: their praQices to their foreſcr]ed judgement of the 


perſons. When their diligence in thei: Families, in 


prayer and inſtruQion, in reading, and fruitful ims | 


provement of the Lords day, or al y other ations of 


_ Rtricknels and holy induſtry are mentioned , theſe un- 
_: godly Miniſters are ready to blot them with ſome 
Op2H calumnies, or ſecret reproaches, or words of ſu; 
ſpicion, to vindicate their own unkoly lives , ard make 


people believe that ſericus piety is faction and hypo: 


crily, The black tin&ure of their minds, and the dey 


fgn'"and drift of their preaching may be perceived in 


.- the jeers , and girds, and flanderous intimations as 


gainlt the moſt diligent ſervants of the Lord, The 


 controverted truth; that ſuch maintain » they-preſent as 


errors: Their unavoidable errors they repreſent as heres 


.: Their duties they repreſent as faults; and their bus 
mane [78111167 38 enormous crimes ; They feignthem to 
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. be guilty of the things that never entered into their ” J 
_ thoughts : Andif ſome that have profeſſed godlineſs, /3 


be guilty of greater crimes; they would make men bes 
lieve that the reſt are ſuch , and that the Family of 
Chriſt is to be judged of by a Judas , and the ſcope is. 
to intimate that either their profeſſion is culpable , or 
needleſs; and leſs commendable, Regeneration they 
would make to be but the entrance into the Church by 


Baptiſm, and any further converſion,.then the leaving 
off ſome grols ſins; anttaking up ſome heartleſs forms 


of duty, to be but a fancy or unneceſſary thing : And 


they would draw poor people to believ?, that if they 


be born again S2cramentally of water , they may be _ 
ſaved, though they be not born again by the renewing 


| of the Holy Spirit, Being ſtrangers themſelves to the 


myſtery of regeneration, and to the life of faith, anda . 
heavenly converſation , and to the loving and ſerving 


| God with all their ſoul and might ; They firſt endeas | 


ror toquiet themſelves with a belief that theſe are but- 
fancies or unneceſſary ;- and then to deceive the peas | 
ple with that,by whickthey have firſt deceived them- | 
ſelves. 

| Andit is worthy your obſervation , what it # in Res 
t;gi-n, that theſe formal hypocrits ace againſt, There 
are-ſcarce any words ſo ſound or holy , but they can . 


bearthem, ifthey be but deprived of their life : Nor 


ſcarce any duty, ifit be but.mortified. but they can en- 
dure, Bur it is the Spirit and-Life of all Religingy hich 
the cannot Fear, As a Body differeth from a Car- 
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6: ;. ;_ Now or Never, Io 
| Fertain life in preaching , and prayer y and all other 
 aQsof worſhip, whichis perceived by ſeveralſorts of 
hearers, The godly perceive it to their edification 
and delight: For here it is that they are quickened [ 
and-encouraged, Life begettethlife, as fire kindleth 
fire, /The ungodly often perceive it to their vexation, | 
if not totheir conviction and converſion : This life in þþ 
ppeaching , praying , diſcipline, reproof, and confe-. 
rence, is it which biteth, and galleth, and diſquietetn 
their conſciences, And this they kick andrail againit : 
This is the thing that will not let them ſleep quietly in 
_ their (in and miſery ; butis calling and jogging them 
to awake, and will not let themfin in peace, but will 
” Cither convert them or torment them before the time, | 
-  Itisthelife ofReligion that the Hypocrit wants; ard þ 
# thelife thathe is moſt againſt, A painted fire burneth 
& not, Adead Lion biteth not, The carkaſs of an ene- F 
F my is not formidable. Letthe words of that Sermon I 
* that moſt offendeth them , be ſeparated from the life, 
{ and put ibto a homily , and ſaid or read in aformal, 
& drowſy, or a School-boys tone, and they can bear it 
and commendit, Let the ſame words of prayer which 
. now theylike not, be ſaid over as alifelefs cuſtomary 
... form, and they can like it well, I ſpeak not againſt the F 
F . ule of forms, butthe abuſe of them : Not againſt the 
s . body, but the carkafs, ' Let forms themſelves be alſed 
F byaſpiritual ſerious man, in a ſpiritual ſerious manner, fſ. 
© with the interpoſition of any quickening exhortations, 
& . or occaſional paſſages , that tend to keep them waken 
+ abt attentive , and make them feel what you _ 
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df any thing , and do any thing how ftri& ſoever , if you -- 
. will but a& it as a player on the Stage, or do it coldly, -: 
- flightly, andasif you were butin jeft, you may have 
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| and are about , and you ſhal ſee they love not ſy 
_ animated forms, It is theliviog Chriſtian, and lively 
| worſhip, and ſerious ſpiri:ual Religion , which they 
hate: kill it,and they can bearit.. Letthe pifure of my 
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\ Tean endureit in my bed-chamber, better then hims 
& ſelf in the meaneſt dreſs, It is the livigg Chriſtians, 
| that in all parts of the world are chiefly perſecuted : 1 
\ Letthem be once dead, and dead hearted hypocrites . } 
* "themſelves will honor them , eſpecially at a ſufficient. 
diſtance : They 'will deftcoy the living Saints, and 
'keep holy days for the dead ones. Mo to you Scribes 
and Phariſees , Hypocrites, becauſe ye build the Tombs of | 
: the Prophets, and garniſh the Sepulchres of the righteous 3 
Ki and /ay, if we had been in the days of our fathersywe would. ! 
F not have: been partakers with them in the blood of the Pros *-; 
 Phets : Wherefore ye bt witneſſes unto your ſelves, that ye 


' 23+29. JO, Jl, 32, 33. The dog that will not meddle 
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enemy be nearer and comlier then his perfon was, and 


are the children of them which killed the Prophets : Fill ye : 
up the meaſure of your Fathers : ye ſerpents, ye generation -- 
of vipern, how can ye eſcape the damnation of hell > Matth.' * 


with the dead creature, will purſue the living z and: : 
when he ſees it fir no more» will leave it, Chriſtianity - 
without ſeriouſneſs is not Chriftianity ; and therefore -: 
not lyable to the hatred of its enemies as ſuch, Say 4 


their approbation, Burt it is this life and ſeriooſneſs, 
and worſhipping God in Spirit and Fruth, that cour.4 
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” therefore troubleth their deceitfulpeace , and theres 
{. fore muſt yot-have their friendſhip, If-it were the 
| meer bulk of duty that they are weary of; how-comes 
E- ito pals, that aPapiſt at his Pſalter, Beads, and Maſs 
\ books,can ſpend more hours without much wearineſs 
- . or. oppoſition, then we can do in ſerious worfhip ? 
» Turn all but-into: words, and Beads , and canonical 
* hours, anddays, and ſhows, and ceremony, and you 
-; may be asreligious as you will, and be righteous overs 
' much, and few will hate , or reproach , or perſecute 
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F that burneth them , and makesthem ſmart, with a 
- Toordthat's quick and powerful, ſharper then any two edged 


% 


E.. of the heart, Heb. 4. 12, | - 

& Andtheenmity ofthe Cainites may teach the Chri- 
» Rtian what he ſhould be, and wherein his excellency 

© leth, It is life and ſeriouſneſs that your enemies hate ; 

and therefore it is life and:ſeriouſneſs that you muſt 

above all njaintain , though*dead-hearted hypocrits 


E and marrow, and is adiſcerner of the thouzhts, and intents 


E beverſo much oppoſe and cohtraditt you, 
©. Ofirs> they are no trifles, hut the greateſt thir gs that 
E: God hath ſet before you in his Word, and called you 

| Out to proſecute and poſſeſs: and your time of Tees 
| king them is ſhort; and therefore you have no time 
for trifles , nor ary toloſe in idlene(s and floath, And 
| of all men, Preachers ſhould be moſt ſenſible of this, 
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.- vinceth them that they themſelves are lifeleſs ,” and 


| you among them, ps too preciſe or ſtrict, But living | | 
- Chriſtians and worſhip, come among them like fire, | 


| fword, piercing even to the dividing of [ul and ſpirit, joynts 
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4 themſelves, It is gceat things that they have to ſtudy 
_ and to ſpeak of; and ſuch as call for the greatelt ſes 
riouſnels, andreverence, and gravity in the ſpeaker, 
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f be aſhamed co fill up his time with trifles , or to be 


- "Matters of fuch unſpeakable importance. . When 1 


Cry Acuta ſunt iSI; ! Nihil acutius ariſia +.& in quo ft 
utilis ? Queam inutilia 5 inefficacia if. ſa ſubtilitas reds * 


If they were not againſt ſerious holineſs in others, it is 


, makes ſome things unprofitable and unetteQual, [ 
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double wickednels for ſuch as they, tobe againſt it in 


and condemn all tcifling in matter. or in manner, A 
man that is ſent of -Chriſt to run for .an immortal 
crown, or todiret others in ſuch arace , to ſave his 
own, or other mens ſouls from endlefs mifery , ſhould 


flizht and cold about ſuch great and weighty things, 
All the heart, and ſoul, and might, is little enough for 


hear Preachers or people ſpend their time in little im- 43 
pertinent fruitleſs things , that*do but divert them |} 
from the great bulineſs of their lives, or to dally with 2 
the greateſt matters, ratherthen to uſe them and treat -; 
of them wich a ſeriouſneſs ſuitable to their impor- 
tance; - I oft think of the words of Senecs the ſerious '# 
Moralift , as ſhaming the hypocriſy of ſuch trifling 7? 
Preachers and profeſſors @kheChriftian faith ; [ Vers | 
ba Copioſa componis, © intertOfanr vincula.nc iy , © di- } 


dit. ] that is, Youcompole copious words, and ty; 
hard knots by curious queſtions; and you ſay, Othele} 
are acutethings | What is more acute then the peal of 
corn ? and-yet what is it: good for ? ſubtilty.it ſelf 


Iſte ineptia Potts reliaquantur quibus aunes obleftare} 
E 4 propofanit 


(obpug nant gy 
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<&7) ons Now or Never, Ny ; 
- profioſaunt eſt, © dulcem fabulam ncBare : ſed qui ingettia 
| fanare, Ofidewinrobus human rctinere , ae memoriam, þ 
 officiorywr animu ingerere volunt , ſ:crio loquantur , 5 T 
| magnis vitibue rew- agant. That is, Leave thele toys | 
 * or fooleriesto Potts, whoſe buſineſsis to delight the | 
' ear, and tecompoſle a pleaſant fable, But they that 
mean to heal mens underſtandings, and retain credis 
bility among men, and to bring into mens minds the 
_ cemembrance oftheir duties, muſt ſpeak ſeriouſly, and 
- . do their bufineſ@ with all their might. 
| Demens omnibus merite videret -»-» He would juftiy 
| by all betaken for a mad man, that when the town ex- 
2 proeeth to be ſtormed by the enemies, and others are 
| buſy at work for their defence, will fit idle, propoſing 
{ ſome curious queſtions, --- Nunguid tibi demens videe 
| tur, fr iftis impeugero operam, © uunc obſrqcor? quid agams? 
- more me ſequitur'; vita fiugit ; Adverfiuu hee me dece alis 
| quid: effice ut ego mortem non timegmn,& vitame nonefit= 
E giat. And ſhal not I be Ie a mad man, if I 
; ſhould buſy my ſelf ahout fuch things that am now 
} befieged ? What fhainkudo. ? Death purſucth me : 
| life. fleeth from mET WR me ſomething againſ 
dfultome , or life not to: 


theſe; make death notdrea 
"Hy fromme, Si multumeft atgth , parce difÞeuſundum 
F erit, ut ſuffeceret necofſarin ;-nunc que dementia eft , ſu- 
{pervacus diſtere in tauta temporis egeftate } Wnre had 4 
muchtime, we ſhould ſparingly lay it out,thatit might 
ſuffice —aethey Bins ; But now what a madneſs 
bs it, tolearn things needleſs or ſuperfluous in ſo great 
wicarcity of time > Metire ergo atatem tuam : tam multa 
I non 
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he Now or Never, _ "9 
non capit, Meaſure thy age: It is not enough for ſo | 
many things, Aelingue iſtum Iudum Iitergrum Philoſoe 
fphu. Rem magnificam ! ad ſyllabas vocant qui animum 


 minusra diſcendo diminuunt © conterum , © idagunt, ut 


; Philoſophia potiu difficilis quam magna videatur ' SOcra- 
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tes, gui tatam Philoſophiam revocavit ad mores, hanc ſum- 


man dixit eſſe Japientiam,bong malaque divtingucre. Leave 


this learned play to Philoſophers : A gallant buſineſs ! 
They call us to ſyllables ; and debaſe, and deprels the 
mind by learning ſuch little trivial things, and make 
Philoſophy rather to ſeem a matter of difficulty then 
reat, Socrates, that revoked all Philoſophy to mans 
ners, did eall this the bigheſt wiſdom; to diſtinguiſh 
good andeyjl, | 

Did a Senecaſee by the light of nature, ſo much of 
the neceſlity of ſeriouſneſs apd diligence, about the 
matters of the ſoul, and ſo much of the madneſs of 


- 


(pending words and time on. trifles; And yet ſhal 


ere be found a man among pro/2fſed Chriftians, and 
among the Preachers of faith and holineſs, that plead for 
trifing, and ſcorn at ſeriouſneſs, and countthem modes 
rate and wiſe that a Heathen brands as toyiſh and di- 
firacted ? | i: .N 
" What is it thatcloydeth the glory of Chriſtianity, - 7 


| and heepeth ſo great a partof the world in Heathe- { 
| hilm and y . | 
. there are ſo few that are Chriſtians indeed » and thoſe 


infidelity , but this, that among Chriftians  ; 


few are ſo obſcured by the multitude of formal tris 


f fling hypocrits, that Chriſtianity is meaſured and-juds \ 
|. ged of by the lives of thoſe that are no Chriſtians? Res | 
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Naw or Never. 


commended by praQiſe : words alune areineffe&ual 
to repreſent its excellency to ſo blind a: world., that 
mult know by feeling , having loſt their (ight. - In our 
proteiſed faith we mountunto the heavens, and leave 


poor unbelievers wallowing in the dirt,O whatatcanſ- /;. 


ligion 'is.a thing to bedemonſtrated and honored and. F 


cendent , unconceivableglory, do we profels toexs '+ |. 


pe& with God. unto etervity ! And what manner of . 


rlons ſhould they be, in all holy converſation and 
godlinels, that look tor (uch a life as this ? How baſe- 
ly ſhould they eltecm thoſe tranſitory things, that are 


the toad and felicity of the ſenſual world ? How pa* :; 
tiently ſhould they undergo contempt and ſcorn , and- *: 
whatſoever man can inflict upon them ? How  flup> 


| diouſly ſhould they devote and refer all their time, 
and ſtrength, and wealth, and intereſt, to this their 
glorious bleſſed end ? How ſeriouſly ſhould they ſpeak 
of, and how induſtrioufly ſhould they ſeek , ſuch (ure, 
| ſuch near, ſuch endleſs joys ? Did profeſſed Chriſtians 
” more exadtly. conform their hearts and lives totheic 
 profeſlion and-holy rule, their lives would confute the 
+  reproaches of their enemies, and command areverent 
| and awful citimation from the obſervers,and do more 
| to convince the unbelieving world of the truth and 


| ( 


© dignity of the Chriſtian faith,then all the words of the 


E pradlical ſcience , muſt praQtically and affedtionately be 
declared according toitsnature: Arguments do but 


paint it out; And pitures do no more make known @ 


ts excellency , then the piQure of meat and drink 


| moſt ſubtile diſputants, .Chriſtianity being an afeFing 


- .” makes 


bs 
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| * 1  -© © Now or Newer, 75 
- makes known its [weetneſs, When. adatrine (o holy, 

is.yihbly exemplified, and liveth, and walketh, and 
 worketh in ({erious Chriſtians before the world : Eiz 
- | ther-this or nothing will convince them and conſtrain 

, them.toglocify our Lord, and ſay, that God is among 
| us, or in us ofa truth, Marth. 5, 16. « Cor. 14, 254 
1 Batt is unchriſtian lives that darkneth the glory of the 
. | Chriſtian faith. "When men that profeſs ſuch glorious 
hopes, ſhal be as ſordidly earthly, and ſenſual , and 


ambitious, and impotent, and impatient as other men, 


they ſeem but fantaſlical diſſemblers, 
--. > And yet ſhal there be found ſuch a perfidious wretch 
under the heavens of God, asa profeſſed Miniſter of 
[| &briſt , that hal ſabtily or openly'labor to make an 


exaQ, and holy , and heavenly converſation a mattef. 
of reproach and-.ſcorn, and that urder pretence of re- - 4 


proving the ſins of Hypocrites and Schiſmaticks, ſhal 


LA bk 5 _— 


and faithfulleſtobedience tothe Almighty Soveraign, 
to ſeem to be but hypocriſy or ſeIF- conceitednels or 
needleſs trouble, if not the way to ſedition , and pu- 
| blick trouble ,. and turning all things upſide down ? 
that cannot reprove fin, without we, | 

| ponders or ſuſpitions againſt the holy law and holy 
"Mlife, that are moſt contrary tofin, aslife to death , a$ 
health tolickneſs, and as light to darkneſs ? | 
For any man, eſpecially any pro feſſed C hriStian any 
Kwptere to oppoſe or ſcorn at godlineſs,is a dreadful (i 
as well as a heinous ſin : But for a Preacher of godl 
neſs to oppoſe and (corn at godlineſs , and that im 
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make the exa&eſt conformity to the Chriſtian rule, 


cious infinuating . 
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*-. Pulpit,-while he pretendeth to. promote ity and piea 
Mes? inthe Name ff Chriſt, ja ſin that ſhould frike 
the heartof man with horror to conceive of, _ 
| -- Though I cannot ſabſcribe. my (elf to that paſſage 
= i tholacpnd part of the tenth Homily,, Tom. 2, page 
| x59. (however, Lvery much love and honor the book 
_ of Homilies) yet for their ſakes that not only can ſub- 
ſcribe to it, but would have all kept out of the Mini- 
try. that cannot , and that take ittor that Doctrine of | 
the Church of Eng/and , which they wilt believe and = 
preach, Iwillrecite it totheterrar of the guilty , not \, 
to drive to deſpair; but to awake them orto ſhame | 
& them for their oppoſition to the ways of gadlineſs, 
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Z Expoutiding Plal. r, 1, BJ:fed 4 the manthat hath not 
E offiancre, tor [it in the ſeat of the ſcornfyl, having ſhewed © 
2 WHOS ethe [angodly ] and [the ſinners Jit addeth theſe 
E «The third att in calleth ſeorners.; that is « a ſort. of I 
F. «men whoſe hearts are ſo ftuffed with malice, that 
$ -« they are not contented todwellinſin, andtolead 
&. #theirlives in all kind of wickedneſs, but alſothey do 
© & contemn and ſeorn in others all godfineſs, true Re- 

E. *« ligionh, all honeſty and vertue, Ofthe two firſt ſorts. 

+ * of men, I will not ſay,but they may take repentance, 

© © and b®eonverted unto Gad. Of the third fort, I 
- © think may without danger of Gods judgement 
F#xronounce, thatnever any yet were converted'un- 
+ ® to God. by repentance ,. but continued ſtill in their | 
£4 abotminable wickedneſs , heaping yp tothemſelves 
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«damnation , againſt the day of Gods inevitable 
tjadgement, a . Ka 
Though I dare not ſay but ſome ſuch have repens 
ed, yetlet the ſcorners that believe this, remember, 
hat they ſubſcribe the ſentence-of their own con- 
-Fdemnation, , ; 
Though I look upon this ſort of the enemies ofho- 
lineſs, as thoſe that are as unlikely to be recovered and 
* Ffaved, as almoſt any people in the world, except 
We Apofiats, and malicious blaſphemers of the Holy Ghojt ; 
\ yet in compaſiion to the people and themſelves, I ſhal 
> 1 plead the cavſe of God with their conſciences, and try 
{what Light can do with their underſtandings, and the 
terrors of the Lord with their hardened hearts. 
1, 1 Preacher of the Goſpel ſhould much expel tix: peg 
. - £ 7c inunderſianding : And therefore this (in is greater 
in them then in other men ; What means, whatlight / 
do they {in againſt ? Either thou knoweſt the necellity” || 
of ſtriving for ſalvation with the greateſt diligence, or-f | 
thou doſt not, Ifnot, what a ſin and ſhame isit to un- \' 
| [dertake the ſacred Othce of the Miniſtery, while thou \ 
o | knowelt not the things that are neceſſary to ſalvation, | ? 
.. If and that which every Infant in the faith doth know ? + 
ts YL Butifthou doi7 know it, how doſt thau make ſhift mas | 
e RFlicioufly to oppoſe it, without feeling the beginnings : 
1 ffHellupon thy conſcience ? When it is thy workto 
it r:adthe Scriptures, and meditate on them, doſt thou 3 
a. [not read thy doom, and meditate terror ? How canſt 
thou chooſe but perceiye that the ſcope ofthe Word ; 
of God is aontrary to the bent of thy affeQions and /* 
RE ſoggeſtions 4 
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' ſoggeſtions-? Yea, what is more evident bythe Light 
= ' of nature, then that God and our ſalvation-cannot-be 
regarded withtoo much holy ſeriouſneſs, exaQneſs, i 
bs and induſtry ? Should not the b:/ thing be beft loved, F L 
4 - and the greateft mattershave our greateſt care? And: By 
thy there any thing 'to be compared with God and our 
eternal ſtate? O what overwhelming ſubj=Rs are theſe 
to a ſober and conſiderate mind ! What toys are allf 
things' in compariſon of them ! 'And yet doſtthouf 
make light ofithem , and alſo reachmen foto do 1 As iff 
there were ſomething elfe that better deſerved mens 
greateſt care and diligence then they, What, a Prea- 
cher , andnotaBcliever ; Or a Behever, and yet no 
ſee enough in the matters of ternity , to engage al 
our powers of ſoul and body againſt all the world 
that ſhould ſtand in competition ? | 
2. Is it natfinful and terrible enough , to be thy ſelf in 
'  Carnalunrenewed flate , Rom, 14. 13, and to be with 
out the' Spirit and life of Chrift , ( verſ. 9g.) but thou 
muſt be ſo cruz] as to make others miſerable allo? P;alf 
50.16 17. [ But tothe wicked ſaith God , VVhat has thou 
to d> to declare my Statutes? or that thou [houldeſt take mn 
Covenant inthy mouth » ſeeing thou hateſl inflruftion , ani 
F cafteſt my words behind ths ? ] Matth. 5, 19.”: Whoſoeverh, 
| ſbal break one of theſe I:afl Commandments, and ſhal teach 
i}. mn ſo, he ſpal be called leaft in the Kingdom -of Heaven. ſ 
But whoſoever ſha] do and tcach the ſame, ſhal be calisd 
|} great inthe Kingdom of Heav-n, Os 
| 37 What 'an aggravation is it of thy impiety and 
foul-murderitliat hon art. bound by office toteach men tha 
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of holineſt which thou opp?ſeft, and toperſwade ther 
that with all thy might, which thou endeavoureſt | 
dſely and cunningly to diſgrace ?' And wilt thow be 
W craytor to Chriſt in the name of a Meſſenger and 
reacher of the Goſpel! > Wilt thou engape thy ſelf to 
omote his intereſt, and to uſe all thy $kill and power 
> bud men upin holineſs and obedience 3 and when 
ou haſt done this, wilt thou diſgrace and hinder it 
{Poſt thou take on thee to go on the meſſage of Chriſt, 
$9 then ſpeak againſt him ? We do not find that Jus 

_ Ws dealt thus with him : when he ſent him as he did 

ther Preachers, we read not that he preacht againſt 

© Wim. O let not my ſoul be numbred with ſuch men'in 

ne day of th? Lord ! It will be eaſier for S9Jom-and 
amorrab;then for the re/aſors of the Word and Grace 
df Chriſt, What then will be the doom. of the oppo». 

, &''; And above all of th;/e rreacherow oppoſers , that | 

1 Pretend themſelves to propagate and promote them? 

| 1f.che wit and malice of Satans inflruments were 

harpened againſt the ways and ſervants of the Lord, 
belongs fo you to plead Chrifts cauſe , and ſhame theſe 
blurd unreaſonable gain- ſayers : and topthe mouth 

f impiouscontradiftion : And will y2u joyn with the 
W2in-layers, and ſecretly or openly ſay as they ? Who 
{ould confound the deriders of a boly life but you ? 

{© bo ſhould lay open the excellencies of Chriſt, the 
ory of Heaven, theterrors of the Lord, and all other 
aligations to the maſt ſerious religiouſneſs , but you | 

na@X bave undertaken it as yourcalling and<mploy- 

, Went? If any. man in.chs Pariſhwerefo:Atheiſtical : 
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Ex Jo FE Wo ww or + N-ver, pw a 
EOS - and brutiſh, as to think God » BY of oe ade | | 
-&- TIove, our moſtexa&Xt obedience , and moſtlaborious 
- If. - -fervice, who ſhould diſplay this Atheiſts folly, but-youſ 
"|| that/are doubly (as Chriſtians, and as Miniſters) obli- 
ged, to defend the honor of your Lord ? If any of the 
 /people ſhould fall into ſuch a dream or dotage , as toff 
* It queſtion the neceſſity of our utmoſt diligence in our] i 
| ||  Ppreparationsforeternal life, who ſhould awake then « 
; by lifting up their voices as a trumpet, and help to reg 
cover their underſtandings , but you that ace the 1 
watchmen, and know their blood will be required af 1 
d 
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your hands, if you give them not. loud and timel 
warning ? It any ſubtil malicions ſervant ofthe Devil 
ſhould plead againſt the neceihity of holineſs , and dil 
"ſwade the p2ople from ſerving God with all thei: 
might, who ſhould be ready to confirmthe weak) anc 
trengthen and encourage them that are thus aſfaul: 
ted, and help to keep up their zzaland forwardneſs 
but you that are Leaders in the Army of the Lord ?1 
itrot a Holy Godthat you are engaged to ſerve , anc 
FF a HolyChurchin which you have your ftation , and: | 
- |----Communion of". Saints, in which you have undertakerſiag 
| fo adminiſter the Holy things of Ged } Have you no [ 41 
-F Tead what was done to Nagdab and Abibu, , whe! in 
Moſes told «Aaron [This i it that the Lord ſpake,, ſa 
img y dA will be: ſan@ified in them that come _— and b: 
fore the pcople 1 will be glorified] Levit, ro 3. Ts itno 
of ' aHyLaew and Goſbe] which-you publiſh ? You ha 
| 4 ---ondertaken.to warn the floathfu}, the fenſual , hi 
4 "eos atf'the cxcurl Ther ivr Five: 70 emer! { 
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6h 4 it Fe ad ſeek firjithe Kingdoms of Ged, , hY 
and b righteouſneſe, Luke 13, 24 | Matth, 6. 33- And 
#0 give diligence to make ſure rheie calling and el: ion, 
2 Pet, 1,10, And to give all diligence in adding vertue 
| #0 7beir faith, 5c, 2Pet. 1. 5, And withall diligence to 
keep their hearts, Prov. 4. 23, And are you the men 
that would quench their zeal, and deſtroy the hol 
diligence which you ſhould preach } The Led touc och 
your hearts , and recover you in time , or how woful 
| will ic be with ſuch hardened Hypoerits thatin the 
light, and in his family and livery, and under hisſtan- 
dard and colors dare prove traytors and enemies to 
the Lord ? 
4. And what an addition is it to your guilt, that 
you fpeak againfl God in hu oz:n Name ! By office you 
J are to deliver his meſſage, and ſpeak tothe people ir: 
bu. Name, and inhu flead, 2 Cor. 5. 19. 20, Anddare 
fs you before the Sun, and under the Heavens of God, 
> IYandin his hearing; perſwade men that the moſt holy Ged 
ne * against Holineſs, and the King of Saims is an adver- 
d B/ary to ſanfity? and that he that made his holy Law, is 
kerjagainſt the mo#7 exo obeying ofit > Dare youprefix a 
no ( Thus ſaith the Lird ] to ſoimpiougaſ ecch as [1 us 
hefſin vain 70 ſerve the Lord ? chat netidenbere ſo much ado 
ſar your ſalvation! ] Dare yougotomen as from the 
FI Lord, and ſay, You are #00 careful and diligent in bus ſero © 
novice y. Leſs ado may ſerve the turn t. What needthis fervor, | 
haviiend redeeming time ! This is but ' Puritaniſm or pretiſeneſ;, | 
; thiÞris beeter do as the moſt, and ventyre your ſouls without fo 
er ii mech ooo, Whe owe a ORG Ws for ; 
ad 4 
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5 *. before the dreadful Tribunal , that ſhould be found 


Is in the guilt of ſuch acrime ! What, te put God intothe |} < 
, 0 5® > ag. \ TIP" | A ; ; A 
FE. imilitade of Satan , and deſcribe the moſt Holy-as thelfp _ 
$ enemy of Holineſs ! and make him plead agaioſt him- FT 
5 ſelf, and diſgrace his own Image , Ind difſwade men 


from that which he himklf hath made of neceſſity 
to their ſalvation ; What viler blaſphemy can be ute , 
tered, Se oo 
5. Andit aggravateth your ſin, that your Relation Þ g 
obligeth you to the mofi tender affe&ions to your 
people: And yet that you ſhould ſeduce them to dams 
nation, For the Nurſe to poyton them : fer the Pa- 
. rents to cut the childrens throats, is worſe then fer an 
eneray to do it, If the Devil our profeſſed enem 
35 as ſhould himſelf appearto usz and (ay, ( Prepare not þ 
Et -Priouſly for death: Be not ſo fri and diligent, and holy) 
8 -twerenot in many reſpects, . ſo bad as for you to do 
it , that ſhould help to fave us from his ſnares. You 
_ thatprofeſs your ſelves their Fathers ; that ſhould tra- 
vail in birth till Chriſt be formed in your peoples 
\ hearts, and ſhould love your people as your own bor 
wels, and tender the weak. aud pity the wicked, and 
Rick at no labor, ſuffering or coſt, that might advance 
theicholineſs, and further their ſalvation For you to}. 
| tempt men into a careleſs life , and turn them out of 
the holy way , is an aggravated cruelty. It is worſe, 
for-the ſhepherd to deſtroy us then the wolf, Read 
Ezek, 34 and zz. Ne CT avs, 
I +6, «Arc you not aſhamed thu t3 comradift your ſelves 3 fg, 
What can you fihd'to. preach from the Word of Toe F 
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Wa | | Now or Never, 8 $ 
that terdeth not to this holy diligence which you are ; 
againſt; How can yow make ſhift ta preaeh an hour, | 
and not. acquaint-men withthe duty avd neceliity of 
ſeching God with alith:1r might ?* Do you not tell them, 
that except they beconverted and new born , they ſhal not 
enter into the King dot of God, Joh. 3. 3: 5+ Matth. 18. 34 
And that without holineſs none ſhal ſee the Lord, Heb 12, 
14 And that if they rue ajter the fleſh, they ſhal die, Rom, 
$.13.. And rh excep? their righteouſneſs exceed the righe 
reouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees , they ſha) in no caſe 
entcr into the Kingdom of H-aven, Matth: 5 20 And 

will you in your application or private diſcourſes, un- 
ſay all this again, and give Ged and your ſelves the 
lys? And let people' ſee , that the Pulpit is to you 


J 


mt 0s a" Stage, and- that you believe not what you 
2ak-? - VAR. 
*. -Confidet., that your place: and calling,, mateth you 
th: m3v1 ſuceeſrful ſervants of the Devil, and fo the molt 
bloody.murderers of ſouls, while you give your judge- 
ment againſt aftrict an-heavenlylife, For a drunkard | 
In.an Ale-houſe to mock the Miniſter , and rail at fe- 
rious Religion ; is leſs regarded by-ſober men , and 
{mall advantageto his maſtzrs.cauſe; nay» thewicked- _ 
nely of his lite, is{o great aſhame to his judgement, 
that it inclineth .many to think well ofthoſe that he 


tearning and underſtanding, and to behimſelt-a Paſtor 
ofthe Church, and Preacher df rife myſteries:oÞ@hrift, 
7 (ird-make-thens odjous that ave moſt careful for their 
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ſpeaks againſt, ' But when a man that pretendethto.. I 
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all ſerious diligence for heaven, to feem but intempe. 
rate zeal and felf-conceitedneſs : and ſhal deſcribe a 
Saint as if the formal lifeleſs hypocrits , that giveth | 
God but the leavings of the world , and never ſet his 
heart on heaven, were indeed the man ; what aſnare 
is here for the pore of the ignorant? They are 
naturally averſe from holineſs, and are eaſily perſwa- 
ded to think that to be unneceſſary or bad , which 
ſeems ſomuchabovethem and agaioſtthem , will be {| 
- {| much confirmed in their miſtakes and miſery, when 
> (if — they hear their Teachers ſpeak without them , the 
i ame that Satan by his ſuggeſtions doth within them. 
This turneth a trembling t1nner into a hardened (core ff | 
, 
( 


nef : he that before went under the daily-correRion 
of his conſcience , for negle&ing God , ard omitting 
holy duties, andliving to the fleſh, grows bold age 
fearleſs, when be hearsthe Preacher diſgrace the ſift 
0: Rer purer way, By that time he hath heard a while 
-y thetfear of God derided as preciſeneſs, and a tenderfſi 
>| -<conſcience reproached as a ſcrupelous fooliſh thing, 
his conſcience grows more plyable to his Juſts, and 
tathlittle more to ſay againſt them. When Gods own 
.profeſied—Miniſters:that ſhould be wiſer and better 
then the people, are againſt this zeal and induſtry for 
heaven ; the. people will ſoon think, that at lealt it is 
tollerable inthem : And they will ſoover learn to de- 
Tide a $aintframa Sermon, or diſcourſe-of a Preacher 
| oralgarned man, then from the feorns ot talk ofhuny}] | 
| -dreds ofthe ignorant, - And wilt thouteachthem toff ; 
- BY kate gedlineſs ? who haſt undertaken before ther igh 
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teous God, to teachthem to praQtiſeit ? Hethat dif. - 


praiſethit, though under other names, and repreſens 
| teth it as edious, though masked with the title of 


ſome odious vice,doth indeed endeavor to make men 


| hate .it. And what a terrible account wilt thou have 
| to make, when the ſeduttion and tranſpreſlionof ali 


theſe ſinners ſhall be charged upon thee ? When 


| Chriſt ſhal ſay tothe haters, deriders, and oppoſers of 


bis boly ways and ſervants : [ I» as much as you did it to 


| one of the J:aFl of theſs my brethren , you difit unto ome, * 


How durft you ſcorn the image ef your Maker ? an 


© hate the Saints whoſe Communion you profeſſed to 


believe, and deride or oppoſe that ſerious holineſs, 
without which you had no hope of beingſaved 7 If 


thenthe ſinners become your accuſers,and ſay, Lordy 


we thought it had been but unneceſſary preciſeneſe, and that 


f| feriow Chriflians had beim but ſelf-concetiod' foBtiow bypos 


erits , and that lip ſervice with a common worldly lift 


| might bave ſerved the turns We heard our Preachers n= {| 


preſent ſuch firit and zealou men, as turbulent, ſeditious, } 
and re fyaBlory, as odious and no as imitable : Their applis | 
cation w0us againfl them : Their diſtoutſe derided them : - 
Of them 1x6e leare it, We thought they were Twwiſer and bets ©} 


ter thin we: Of whom ſhould ae learn but of our Teas | 


chers! ] Wo to the Teachers that ever they were bern, 
that miuſt be then fonnd guilty ofthis crime. | 
If ./4Jam's excuſe was Eve's accuſation, [The woe {| 


tan which thou gaveft to be with me, ſhe gave me of thetrees 
fond 1 Jid eat, ] And the womans excuſe did charge Þ 
the Serpent, The Serpent beguiled me y and 1 did ca, | 


0; 


4s # gee $6 | | Now or N-ver, : 
" Gen: 3,22, 23; (though it freed notthe exeuſers,) || | 
How will-it Joad you , when your people-ſhal ſay, |” 
Tho Teachers that we thought thou gaveft us, didieachus, Ir 
' . andgo before w in ſitting againſt this holy giligence 5 and |(i 
we did'but learn of them, and follow them. F- 
8. IHC nor the people backward ; enough to the ſerving NH 
of God with all their might, unleſs you hinder them ? Is not Bf 
the corrupted heart of lapſed man averſe enough to \ 
- the-raatters of ſalvation , but you muſtmake them ||a 
worſe ? If you had tedo with the b<ſtand holieſt pers fit 
foninthe world , that walketh with God in the moſt 8x 
'. heavenly converſation, he:would tell yon that his dull Fr 
- and backward hearthath no need of clogs, ard pull- 
| backs, and diſcouragements ; but of all the help chat 
- canbe afforded him; to-quicken him up togreater di- 
ligence, The moſt zealow lament that they are jo c9/d: 
*'Þ The moſt h:avenly lament that they are ſo earrhly,and fo 
tt frrange to heaven; The moi't laborious lament that they 
* are ſofloathful; and thefruittulleſt belizversthat they. | 
are ſo unprofitable ; and thoſe that are moſt watchiul | 
of their words and deeds, that th-y areſocarelels 3. fi 
and thoſe: that. moſt diligertly.redeem.their time , las 
ment It that they loſe, fo much ; and thoſe that walk. 
moſt accurately and exx&ly , that they are io looſe, 
* aodkeepnocloſerto the ru]. And yet darelt thou in- 
{ creaſethe backwardneſs of the ungodly! willno: their 
$ cartal intereſts and laſts ſerve turf to keep them. from 
K a boly life } Is not Satan firong enough of himſelt ? | 
= will notthe common diſtaſte of godlineſs in the world j 
K fſatfciently prejudice and avert them without thy || 
\ 5 helps ? 


| þ Now or Never, $7 
| | helps? Do you fee your people fo forward ro dots 
| muchtor Haven, that you mult pullthem back 2 Can= 
, [not fouls be damned without your furtherance ?. or is 
{ Fit a detirable work ? and will it pay you for your.coſt 
and Iabor ? The, the way is up. hill ; The beſt of us 
are weak» and frequently ready to lit down ! A thous 
ſand impediments are caſt before us by Satan and the 
| world,to make us lingertill the time be paſt, and many 
{a charm of pleaſure and diverſion to make us fleep till 
the door be ſhut, And Minifters are ſent to keep us 
waking, and take us bythe hand, andlead us on, and 
{remove impediments : and hall they fer in with the 
enemy. and be our chiefelt hinderers.? O creacherous 
one ! Omiferable helps ! Are not our darkfanders. 
ſtandings, our earthly, dull and backward hearts our 
paſſions and troubled affeRions our appetits and ſen- 
{ual inclinations , Qur natural firangeneſs and averſes 
neſs to God, and heaven, and holineſs, enoughto hins 
|der us without you ? Are not all the temptations of 
[the Devil, the allurements of the fl-ſh, and world, the 
jimpediments of poverty and riches, of flattery and of 
frowns, of friends and foes, in our callings andin our 
 Edivertiſements, are not all theſe enough to cool and 
dull us, and keep us from ſerving God too much, and 
being too careful and diligent for our ſouls, but Prea- 
chers themſelves muſt be our impediments and ſnares ? 
Now the Lord deliver eur fouls from ſuch impedi- 
? Fments, and his Chureh from ſuch unhappy guides!  Þ| 
rd 6, Confider whom thou imitateft in this. Is it Chrift, or | 
Satan ? Chriſt calleth men to ftrive , tolabor , toſeek _# 
i F 4 ferfl 9 j 
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= firſt, to watch, to pray always, andnot wax faint, 
3 i 414 Luke 12. 24, T oh, 6. 27, Marth 6. ;1, and 15 33, Luke | 
TM ;8, x. The Apoſtles call men to be [/ervent in ſpirit, 
- | | ſerving the Lord ; 19 be a peculiar Peoples 2:8lou of good 
| 
| 
! 
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. avorks, to pray continually, :o be a thoſan generation, a royal } « 
Priefiles, an holy nation, a woes prople to ſhew forth | 
the praiſes of bim that bath called uw, and offer up ſpiritual | 

Jacrifices acceptable to. God by Feſus Chrift , 1 Pet, x. 5.9, 
z Theff. 5, 17. Tit x, 14. Rom 12, 2. To fighr the good |} 
fight of faith, and lay bold upon eternal lift, x Tir. 6. 12, 
To ſerve God acceptably ( bring as a conſuming fire) with 
reverence and godly fiar, Heb. 12. 18. 29. To be fiedfafty © 

Wh: wrmoveable, always abounding inthe work of the Lord, | 

£1 foraſwach as we know , that our labor is not in vgin in the 

0 and his Agree, and concur with Satan, and the Phas 

1 riſces, and enemies of Chriit ? In b 
> 10. Tow do your worſt zo make the ſacred office of the | 
Miniſtry to become comemptible, as Elias ſons did : Poor || 
pe e that cannot ſufficiently diſtinguiſhthe DoQrine 
from the Application, the office from the perſon, the 
_ uſefrom the abuſe, will be tempted to run from the 
ordinances of God, and think the worſe of others for 

-= your ſakes, and ſuſpe® all their food, becauſe you mix 

{= fuch poyſor init, And the mare holy and neceflary | 

: { the office and workis, the greater is your fin in core 

5 rupting it, or making it ſuſpeRed or abhorred. | 
Fj —Conliderſoberly of thefe things , and then go on 
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|. and ſpeak againft alife of holy diligence if you dare. | 
S: A1know you will fay, Ir is nor godlineſs, but ſingularity, 
f _ 


. New or Never.  — B8g * 
or bumor, or diſobedience, of bypocrify, or faBlion that you 
| oppoſe : and perhaps you will inſtance in ſome that are 
guilty of ſome of thele, or ſeem ſoattheleaſt. 
But a, Ido here folemnly profeſs, that I hate theſe 
| crimes as well as you: and that it isnot any part of 
| my intention to plead for intrmperance , diſobedience is 
| lawful things, for ſchiſms,or faltion, or any irregularity : 
7 And this I here putin againſt thoſe that are diſpoſed 
4 to-miſunderſtand and miſreport-us, andleave it as on 
| record to prove them flanderers;thatſhal accuſe me of 
6 if defending any fuch thing, And I doproteſt againſt 
$ thoſe on the other fide, that will fetch encouragement 
y for any trangreſſion from my neceſlary.plea for the 
boly induſtry and vigilancy of Believers, And more. 
over, I doprofeſs, that it ir.only the oppoſers of holineſs 
#hat 1 encan in this de ſince, and have not the leaſt intent to 
| ratrrmate that any others are guilty of that crime that are 
0, Put having premiſed this proteſtation , topre- 
"_ miſtakes andtalſe reports , Ianſwer now to the 
ne | guilty, | | 
hel + Ifitbe crimes only , that you are againſt deliver 
he ff your (elf ſo, as may not lay reproach or ſuſpition on 
or jf godlineſs, which is moſt oppoſite to all crimes, Can- 
ix | not you preach againſt diviſions, diſobedience, or any 
ry | otherſin , without any ſcornful intimatiors or refle« 
co tions againſt mens diligentſerving of the Lord ? 
IF, 3- Why donotyou commend thoſe that are not lias 
In ble to your accuſations, and encauragethzm in holis {| 
, I neſs, and draw others to imitate thew? And why do } 
1 | younot commend the good , where youdiſcommend Þ: 
er | theevilthat icommixt, 4. Shal F 


go vi Now or Never, —- 
4. Shal health and lif« be made a ſcorn, becauſe there 
are few but have-ſoine diſtewper or diteale ? Shal 
Chrittianity and Holine(s be ſec: etl: reproached, be. 
caule all Chrittians have tom - taule to be accuied of ? 
If men be faulty ; you fhiuld pertwadethem to be 
more ltri& and diligent, aud not lets : Itis tor want of 
watchtulueſs and Rintiels that they tin, Nothing is 
more contrary to their faults , then holineſs There is | 
no otacr wayttor tifir full reformation, Andtheres 
of fore-all true humbled Chriſtians are ready to confeſs 
their taultineſs themielves ; but fo far are they from 
thicking the worle of piety tor it, that it is one great 
reaion that m.'veth them to go on, and toread, and 
hear , and pray, and meditate, ad dofo.much that 
they m y get moreftrength againſt their fauks. Muſt 
they tniokill of tood, and phy tick, and exerciſe, bes 
cauſe they are infirm ? All taithtul Miniſters tell their 
people plainly of their tins (lo faras th:y are acquain= 
ted with them) as wellas you ; But they doitnotin |. 
a Way reproachful to thcir boly d ligence ; They do 
not theretore call them off trom godlinels, nor tempt 
chem to beleſs in the ule of means, but mere, by how 
much their need isgreater. A holy heart, and a mas 
lignant heart, will ſhew their dilterenceiy the-repro- 
ving of the jame fault, The one layeth all the odiuns 
on the vice, and honoureth the holy obedience ofthe i 
Saints, The other taſteneth his tting upon the godly, 
| and under pretence or diſhonoring their faults , doth 
MF ſeek tofaſtenthe diſhovor on their holineſs, And thoſe 
| that are ſo minded, will never want occaſion or pre- 
| (Yo tencey 
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Now or Never,. 91 \ 
tence, for the worttchat Satan would have them ſay, 
The Chyrch will never” be without {ome hypocrits, 
and [ſcandals , nor th: bt without ſome les and 
pall1vs; northe hojiett aRtion withont ſome mixture. 
of humane fraily and intirmity; nor will the very good- 
nels aud holinefs of the ation , be free from plaulible 

alnamies and feorns , while there is the wit and ve- 
nome of the Serpent in the heads , and hearts of wic= 
ked men, 

. How eaſy is it to pitt a name of ignominy upon eves 
y perſon and every duty ? 'To charge any man with 
h, pociiſy or pride ? To take the wiſeft man for lelf- 
or.ceited . becaule he is not of the acculers mind ? 
Tocal] our obedience.to God by the name of diſobe- 
Jience-unto man, when man forbids at ; as they uſed 
e three witneſſes, ' Das. 3. and Danic] hiniſelf for 
praying in'his houſe, Da»''6. though they. confefſed 
ey had nothivg elſe againſt him ? To call Gods 
in FTruth by the name of hereſy, and hereſy by the name 
df Truth ? To charge all with Schiſm that dare not 
ubj*Qtherr fouls to the wurpation, and arrogant im- 
do1N0ns of the ſons of pride that havenenh r autho- 
ity nor ability to gove! | us, as the Papiſts d2al by the 
preateſt part ofthe Chri/tian world ? To lay (fares for 
ens Coi(ciences 41 d thin ico thecm for tailing Ins 
Mo thole ſnares ? To make new Artic. s of Faith till 
hey have tran{cended the capacity of Divine and ras 
tional belie}', and then © us for not believing 
hem ? To make Laws for the Church, unneceflary in 

© their own opinion , and (infu) jn other mens, and _ 
command 
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E - command things which they know that others think 
| the Lord forbids, andthenloadthem with the ſuffe 
1 rings and reproaches ofthe diſobedient, turbulen 


becetical, ſchifmatical, or ſeditious ? To call men fa 
Qious, if they will not be of their fation ? and Seay 
cies ifchey will not unreaſonably ſubje& their ſouls toſſt 
them, and joyn with an'imperious Se& againſt the 
Catbolick Unity and ſimplicity ? All which the Rofi 
manifts'pratiſe upon the Church of Chriſt. How eaſy,\f: 
and how unreaſonable, and yet how unreſiltible is al 
this ? How eaſy is it to call a meeting of ſober Chri-ſ 
ftians, for prayer and mutual edification y ſuch as that] 
was, «AR. 12, 12, bythe name of a fatious ſchiſmati. 
cal Conventicle,and a meeting of drunkards,or gamof 
ſters, by a more gentle lefs diſgracefal name ? To ſay 
aman beeamesa Preacher, when be modeſtly reproÞj 
yeth another for his fins, or eharicably exhorteth hin 
in order to his ſalvation, or giveth any neceſſary plait} 
inſtruQion to his family ; for whom he muſt give ao) 


count ? Believe it, it will be a poor excuſe to any tnany 


that becomes an enemy to the diligence of a Sainth 


that he could thu cloakhi malice , and cloath a Sainl 
. with the vizor of an h 


crite , and the rags of anjl 
odious Sec. ſl oy 
Tfthe Phariſees were to be believed, it was not they 


but Cri that was the hypocrite : nor was it the Son 


of God , but an enmmy to Ceſar , and a Blaſphemer tha 
they pur to dear, But will not Chriſt know bis ſheep) 
though he find them torn in a wolfs skinÞ You ſay. it 
rbulent Preciſiaus that you frike 3 hut = it 

-q 
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+ Now or Never, 93 
ink{Chriſt find but one of the leaf? of his brothr:n bleeding by 
fee 2 It is but Hypocrits or ſchiſmaticks that you re- 
entdroach ; but f-Chrift find an humble ſerious Chriſtian 
 fafering by your abuſe, and you to anſwer it, I would 
Qafyot be in your coats for all-the greatneſs and honor 
s tofffhat you ſhal have before your everlaſting ſhame. If 
theſertullus accuſe a peflilent fillow, a mover of ſednion,and 
Ro-f(Chriſt find an boly laborious Apoſtle in bonds and ſuffe- 
aſy,\ſing by i*, it is not his names. that will excuſe him, 
s alſþnd make an Apoſtle, or perſecution to be another 
hci. hing, 
that 
nati-y 
mel O return to the endangered fir: kr : Look upward, 
ſays | Sirs, and think whether Heaven be worth your 
proflabor ! Look downwards, and think whether Earzh 
e more worthy of it ) Lay up your zreaſures where you 
lai maſt dwell for evzr, If that be here; then ſcrape ) and 
e ac/Batter, and get all that you can : But if it be not heres 
nan \ at in a#227ber kfe, then hearken to your Lord, and /ay 
aint 1p for your ſelves atreaſure in Heaven, and there let your 
Saintpery brarts be et, Matth. 6, 20, 21. And upon the peril 
FanjiÞf everlaſting miſery, hearken »ot to any.man that will 
empt you from a diligent holy life, . It is aſerious buſis | 
heyſþels, deal ſerioufly in it; and be notlaughtor mockt |: 
\ Soput of Heaven , by-the flouts of a diſtracted fenſual | 
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earthly thing, procure me a ſober conference with tha 
man, and try. whether Iſhaln:tpiove him tobe a bes 
fooledſ-rvant ofthe D- vil, and a miichievous enemy Pp 
of your ſalvation, and his own. O-that we migl1t have th 
bat ſober debates, .in ſtead of pers; and (corns, andff'* 
railing with this ſort of men ! How quickly-ſhould w; D 
ſkew you, that they muſt renounce the Seriptu: e, and” 
renounce Chriſtianity , and (if thatbe rothing withſ 
them) that they muſt renource God , and renounc: 
rightreaſon, and unman themtelves y. if they will res 
nounce a holy h:avenly 11'e, and blame th: m that make 
it their prizcipal buſineſrin the world, to prepare for 
the world to come 
But if they will not beintreated to ſuch a ſober con 
ference , will you that hear them ; (if youcare wha 
becoines of you ) but come to us and hear what we 
can fay for a holy lite , before you hearken to them; 
and let your ſouls have fair play . and ſhew that you 
have (o much love to your. ſ:1ves, as not to caſt away 
ſalvation at the deriion of a foo, before you have. 
lieard the other (ide. | in 
If T make not good the flriteſt Laws of God Alf | 
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mighty, agairRt"the moſt fubt1] cavils of any of thein-I 
ftruments of Satan , then tell. me that Infidels or Epi: 
cures are inthe right. Compare their words with the 


# 


words of God:: Conſider: well but that one Text; 


+ Pe?.30 1 3: 40 tell Me, whether it ſuit with thei. 


opinionsf Sting all theſe things muſt be difolvedy wall, 


ver fort Land godlineſs : looking for and ha ling fo the fo 
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3 araant © ag \Nowor:. Never, 95 
AY ening of the day of God! ] Did theſe words but ſink ins 
«co your hearts, he wext time you heard any man re» 
p pr ach a holy heaven;y lije, it would pe: haps make you 
/alenink of the words of Pau}to luch another. As 13, 
W 1{] [0 rull Fall ſubtilty and all miſchief, thu Child of the 
© Devil, thou enemy of all right eoninejs, wilt thou not ceaſe to 
per vert the right ways of th: Lord. } 
And if holineſs be evil ſpoken of by. them that ne/ 
wer tryed it , what wonder ! Chrilt hath foretold us 
hat it muſt be lo, Matth F. li. 12 Bleſſed are ye when 
en ſhal revile you 1 and perſccutc you , and ſay all manner 
p/ evil againſt you falſly jor my ſake- Rejoyce and be exe 
Keeding glad , for great u your rewardin Heaven : for ſo 
erſecuted they the Prophets which were before. you. John 
5.19. 20, 1f'ye were of the world, the-world would hx: 
1 own : but becauſe ye are not of th: world , but 1 have - | 
h.ſcn you out of the world , therefore the world hateth 
ou, Cc, 1 Pet, 4 4. 5. 14, (They think it range that 
eerun not with them to the ſame excels of riot, ſpea- 
Ing evil of you , who ſhal give account to him that is Þ} 
Feady to judge the quick ard dead,-- - If ye be reproa- 
\1/Fed for the Name of Chriſt , happy are ye 3 for the 
.(PPirit of glory and of God refteth upon you; On their 
oi ait he isevil ſpoken of, but on your part he is glori- 
Lo ed.) Seneca himlelf oft telleth us , thatamong the 
«tf [-athen, vertue was a dzriſion, fo far isthe.nature of |! 
eicf lan degenerated ,; The queſtion is;,not. what youare |; 
tf ted or takento.be, bur: whatyou ar e,. Intus teipſun, Us 
Ws nfid:re ( nguit Sen.) na ques fir alits. er8das.z Dles 
if 9246 boni nepti O inertionacanturs Mibicamingat ifie. | 
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F acriſu anime- andicnda ſunt imperitorum convitw ;| 
— hds vadendi comtemnendus oft rite comemprue. 
That is, Inwardly contider of thyſelf, and judge not 
what thou art by the words of others : For the moi} 
art good men are called fools and dallards: Letmef 
be ſo derided z The reproaches of the ignorant (c 
unkilfal) muſt be patiently heard; and this contempt] 
of one that followeth vertne, muſli be contemned, 
.Yeazitis the higheſt honor to be content ta@be accoun 
ted bad, that we may not be ſo; and the greateſt tria 
whether we be indeed lincere, tobe pntto it, tobe 
either accounted hypocrites, or to be ſuch. Me thi:iki 
I can ſcarce too oft recite that excellent ſaying of S: 
neca, Epiſt, 32, Nemo plur videtur &ſlimare virtutem, 
memo mag illiefſe devotus, quam qui boni viri famam per 
didit, ne conſtientiam perderet : thatis, No man ſeem 
to ſet a higher price on vertue 3 no man ſeems to bi 
more devoted to it, then he that hath loſtthe Reputah 
_ tion of being a good man, leſt he ſhould loſe his con: 
_ But perhaps you will ask , May not a man berigh 
teous overmuch ? ag it is intimated, Ecc/:f, 5, 16. | 
I anſwer, It is making a mans ſelfover wiſe or righ 
teous , that is there reproved. And no doubt bi 
1, many take on them, or make themſelves more wile 
and righteous then they are: that is. are HypocritesA 
z, As righteouſheſs is taketi niaterially and'in com 
mon eſtimation, ſoa man may be too righteous, Hay 
may be foo rigorous, which ixcalled Juſtice 3 and toi 


, 
8 ; 1 
4 X p 

- is « wh % . *%* {4 NY p "2 
, mizebin grief, or ſear; ortrouble; and'toomuchi 

il 3 © La z r | . 

by e*Y > 0. tg ; @* | 

% , af 
>, , 6 'P | © - 


Me "LAT þ [ » , ' ) 
» by ' \ x o 
. S 
WO; 06a. | | OP RY OR PORN 
© __ 4 » _ c , hs _n Pr v» Q EX F- "I" i 


FI 
kh. 
"A 


BY 


T's £ © 


<a Tom AY Now or VNever, ; 97 % | 
|| any outward att that goeth under the name ofduty, 
Bur it is not then truly and formally duty and righ- 
tf teouſnels, but ſin. As to faſtto the difabling the body 
for Gods ſervice, To pray when we ſhould hear : To 
hear when we ſhould be about ſome greater work of 
mercy or necellity : To negle& our outward labor 
and calling on pretence of Religion : .To ſet up ſacri+ 
fice againlt or -before.mercy : To ſorrow when we 
ſhould rejoyce : To mcditate , and fear, and grieve, 
ialFbeyond what the brain can bear, till it diftraR us: This 
is callzd,being righteous overmuch :- As alſo, to make 
as a Religion of our own inventions , and-to overdo 
with will-worſhip and the traditions of men , as the 
WPbariſcesand Papiſts, But indeed this is'not righteoul- 
hes, but {in : To be formally overmuchrighteous, is 
-mFa contradiction , and impoffible, - For to'go beyond 
Mehe cule is unrighteouſneſs: And tudo too much , is 
mo go beyond the:rule. Unleſs you dare imagine that 
od hath erred ; andthe rule it ſelf is over-ftri&, and 
he Law is unrighteous: But then, how ſha] God judge 
be zcorld? ſaiththe Apoſile, Rom. 3. 6: Shal not the 
udge of all the-world do righteouſly 3 Gen; 18, 25, Nay, 
ighow then ſhould he 5: God? | 
buil | And is there- any thing now left but ignorance or 
wigvickednels, to ſtand up againſt thy ſpeedy diligence ? 
ite FAway then with thy delays and floathfulnefs. If thou 
-omWile ſerve God with all thy mighe,letit beſeen; If thou | | 
J@viicbe a Chriſtian indeed, let deeds declare it, Chri- 
ItoMianity is not a dead opinion, If really thou live in 
iWope ot heaven, ſuch hopes will make theeftir for the 
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attainment... Why ſtandeſt thou idle\, when thou ar 
_ borg for work: and al thy faculties are given-thee for 
work, and thou artredeemed for work ? ( for Evans 
gelical work.) If thou be fandtified , thou haſt the 
Spirit of Chrift, a quickning working prir.ciplewithinÞ 
' thee 3 Which way canſt thou look, but thou mayſt fee 
that which would ſhame a floathcul foul, and fire af 
coldand frozen heart, and call the up to a ſpeedy in| 
dultry > what quickning werds ſhalt thou find in Scri- 
ture , i; thou wilt butbring thy heart thither ,- as one] 
that is willing to bequickened ?: what powerful com/ 
mands, what promiſes, what threatnings, what holy! 
examples of exceeding diligence of Chriſt and hi 
Apoliles ? See how the godly about thee are at 
work , though the world oppole them ar.d deride 
them } how earneſtly they pray ! how carefully they 
walk ! how: ſadly they complain that they are no bet/y 
ter, And haſt thou not ar- immortal ſoul to-ſaye orf 
loſe as well as they ? See what a ſtir the proud ambi-21 
tious pezfon makes for l-fs then nothirg > what a ſtiþ 
thecovetous and the voluptuous make for a ſweetnedpy 
dravght cf mostal poyſon ? And ſhalvwe beidle that's 
are engaged for H-aven ? Is it reaſon that we ſhouldſ\ 
doJe$ farGod and our ſalvation, thes they do for (in-y4 
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full pleaſuce $0 damnation ? You cannotmodk the 4 
out. of their pride or covetouſneſs 3. And fhal they 
mock thee out of thy Religion, and thy-hopes.of HeaP! 
ven? Allthe commands , and promiſes , .and-threat{; 


nings of God, the moſt-powerful preaching, thatyas iſ 
were , ſets open Heaven and Heltathem:, doth note 
= _ prevaiys 
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attBrrerailwith fleſhly mon , to leave the moſt ſordid and 
forluamanſy fn : - And -ſhal the words or frowns of crees 

a \Fvping duſt prevail with thee againſt the. work-, for 

the which thou liveſt in the world; when thou haſt (till at 
ninEhand unanſwerable arguments from God , from thy 
feeWſclf,, from Heaven and Hell, to put theeon? Were it 

© aFbue-bor thy Life , -or the Life of thy children , friend, 
n.Wyea or enemy, or for the quenching of a fire in thy 

1- houſe, or in the Town', wouldſt thou not ſir and do 

nethy beſt 2: And wilt thou be idle when eternal life lyes 

mY on it ? Let Satan bawl againſichee by his inſtruments, 

olyl Let fenſleſsinners talk a while ofthey know not what, 

bi cill God have made-themrehange their note, Let what 

AU wilt be- che conſequent to-thy i-ſh.: 'Theſe .are not 

des matters for a man much-to obſerve ; that is, engaged 

1) for an endleſs life; O'what are theſe to the things that 

et thou art called to proſeeute'!. Hold.on then Chriſtians _ 
OMin'cthe workthat you have begun,. Da it prudently, 

bi] ang do it univerſally, Take it together, both works 

ſtinÞ of Piety'; Juſtice, and Chatity :.Butdoitnow withs 

aA ont delay,and do it ſeriouſly with your might. T know 

"at not whatcloud of darkneſs hath ſeized on theſe mens 

alc &y minds that ſpeak againft this or what deadly.damp 

NF hath- ſeized on thzic-hzarts, that hath:ſo beriummed 

emi and unmanned them,”--For-my own part , though 1 

ef have long livedia a ſenſe of the preciouſneſ#of-time, 

224T and have not been whally-idle in the world, yer,when 

al: I-have the deepeſt thoughts of thegreat everlalling 

S "Y conſequent of my work, and of the uncert:.in'y and 

0: actreſs ofmy timez Tam evenamazedtorhin; that 

ally. | G4z -: | Wy<.' | 


tmy heatt canbe ſo flow and ſenfleſs, as to dono mor, 
if fuch a caſe, The Lord knows, and my accuſing 
Witt -< Wounded conſcience knows, that my ſloathfulneſsi 
it fomuchmy ſhame and admiration,that 1am aſtoniſhed 
fe to think that my reſolutions are noftronger, my affe 
Aidneno livelier, and my labor and diligence no grea 
ter, when God is the Commander , and his Loveth: 
encourapger , ard his wrath the ſpur » and Heaven c 
'Hell-muſt be the iſſue. O what lives ſhould all of v 
live, that have things of ſuch unſpeakable conſequence 
on our hands, if our hearts were not almoſt dead 
within us! Let who will ſpeak againſt ſuch allife , it 
| Hal be my daily grief and moan, that I am fo dull, and 
. dofolittle. 1 know that our works do not profit th 
Almighty, nor 'bear any proportion with his reward; 
nor can they ſtand in.his{ight', but as accepted in thg 
Lord our righteouſrieſs, and perfumed by the odour 
- of his merits, But I know they are neceflary, and they 
_ are ſweet, Without the holy imployment of our fa| 
culties, this Life will be but a burden or a dream, and 
the next -an unexpreſſible miſery. O therefore, that l 
' had more ofthe love of God , that my ſoul could get 
{ butnearerto him, and ſwiftlier move upward by Faithſ 
 and'Love! OthatTIhad more of that Holy Life, and 
F adfivediligence, whichthe ſerpentine Cainiſh nature| 
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doth abhor, though I had with it the ſcorng of all : 


| Now or_Never, tor 
She Lord, though my name were caſt out as an evil 
Whoſe that do now: but ſecretly reproach ! Might I 
early follow Chriſtin m—_— why ſhould 1 grudge ; 
o bear his Croſs, and to be uſed as he was uſed ? 
Marth. 26, 67, Luke 18, 32, knowing that i wve.ſufer 
with him , woe ſhal alſo reign with im 3 and the ſufferings 
if this preſent time are not worthy to be compared withth- 
lory, which ſhal be revealed in uw, Rom. 8, 179, 18. 
| If when we havedoneall, we are but «nprofirable 
irvams, and mult ſay, we have done but our duty, Luke 
7 10. haye we not ali more peed of monitors to 
wumble as for doing ſo much leſs then. qurduty , then 
0 be reprehended for being too diligent and exatt. 
1 gain proteſt, thatit is not any works of ſuperero- 


M&ation, or humane invention, lpperſtitign or ſelf-aps 


Wointment that I am defending, but,only.the + aa 
Wobeying of the Laws of God, andthe utmoſt diligence. 

Wn ſuch obedience , for the abtaining of everlaſting 
Wite, Either God hath commanded theſe works. of 
WHolineſs, Juſtice, and Charity, or not, If he have not, 
When I have done, and yield the cauſe : It is only what 
me hath commanded that I plead for, O' that before 
qu Either ſpeak againſt any holy duty , or your ſelves- 
Wneple& it, you would but come to us, and.ſoberly 
Joyn in ſearching the Holy Scriptures, to ſee. whether. 
idMit be cequired there or not ; and reſolye but to obey 
Wit if we prove it thence : and if it be but a matter of 
(humane impoſition, we leave youto your ſelves, and 
« hoald deſirethat you may be _ leftto your liberty 

| _ 
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102 . Now or 'Never, TX 
jn ſuch things; and-that you place not too much of | 
yourReligion therein, But, it indeedit be comman.. | 
ded in the Word of God, 1beſeech you , as you are 
Chriſtians, and as you are Men, remember that, 
whenever you blame or ſcorn ahdly duty , it is God 
bimſelfthat you blame or ſcorn, 1f it'be naught, it is 
long of him that did command it ; The Subj:& mu# 


ob:y;z ſhould not fuch wornis as we obeythe infiftite 
God that made us? If jt be a fault to obey, it is a duty } 


+ 


<. 


God hath no authority tocommand ; and thatmuſi þ 


| 


| 


oppoſition to a holy life ; And dare youſtand to this? 
Dare you as openly mock:God for making theſe fri 


and holy Laws, as you do men for obe 
None but a profeſſed Atheiſt dare. 


0 
\ £ 


yingthem ?| 


: 
+ 


b-. ſenſeleſly of a heavenly life, 1 tell 
another day that you weretold o 


b-- the boldef} MIR in the world, nor the bittereſ} eve: 


{Corn and cruelty that malice can inflict on ſueh , then 


.. there is-not anungodly wretch that heareth me , but 


WW: ..- torebel, or diſobey z and that muſt be, becauſethat ? | 


be, becauſche is not God, See whither you bring your 


: 
A 
» 
: 
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Alace Sirs, it is nothing but intoxicating proſperi- þ} 
ty, and fenſual delights, and worldly diverſions, that |; 
turn your brains, and leave you riot the ſober uſe of |.; 
reaſon, that makes you think well of ungodly floath- |" 
fulneſs, and makes you think ſo contemptuouſly or |? 
ay (avd remember |; 

it) that there is not I 


- my to holineſs in this aſſembly ; but ſhortly would p 
Wiſh they had rather been S:ints in rags, with all the 


to have btaved it out pride and pallantry, with the ne 
gle&-of the great everlaſting things. Itell you again, [- 


x 


TY | Now or Never, Wb: a. 
\ of ere long would give a world,” if he were owher:of a * 
in. | boly bcart and life, that he had ſpent his dayes in holy 
watchful preparations for his change , which he 
ſpent for-that which will deceive him and -forſake 
| | him. 7 | 

| | Me thinks Ieven ſee; how you will paſſionately rage | 
againſt your ſelves, and tear your hearts-with felf- 
revenge, (if grace-prevent it not by a more ſafe res 
& pentance)\when:you think toolate how youlived'on 
F earth, and what golden times of grace youloſt, 'and 
FF vilifed all that would not loſe them as fooliſhly as you, 
ff If repentance unto; life made Pau! fo call himſelf foo- 


iQ 


4 will then pefſeſs you of a holy and an anholy life. How ! 
'F madeyou will think them that had but one lives time 
1. [4 - of preparation for eternal life, and deſperately negle- | 
4 Qed it: And how ſenſible you will then be of the 
wiſdom of Believers that knew their time y and uſed it 
| While they had it ! Now wiſdom is juſtified of all hee 
8 children: but then how ſenſibly will itbe juſtified of }; 
4 (© all itsenemies ! O with what gripes will undone fouls !? 
a | , look back on a life of mercy and opportunities . thus 
 & © baſely undervalued, and flept away in dreaming idk- *: 
|. neſs and fooled away for things of nought, — 


\ | The language of that damned rich man , Luke 16, 
+1 may help you in your predictions, Ohow y you wilt | 
w_—— G 4 : Wwor-v! 4 


F 4 p 
- 
PP 
T4 


| 3 
L mi | ' o is 
OO OAT. ' ARON RG? RIES: on gt a A 3 


104 Vow'or Never. 
wonder your ſelves, that ever you cculd be ſo blind 
and fenſelels, as to be no more affected with the war- 


ningeofthe Lord, and with the fore-thoughts ofevers 


| afting+joy or miſery | To have but one {mall part of 
time, to do allthat ever muſt be done by you for eters 
nity , and toy all that ever you muſt ſay for.your own 
or others {ogls, and that this was ſpent in worſe then 


nothing * To:have but.one uncertain life, in which | 


you muſt cup therace that. wins or loſeth Heaven for 
ever ; and that:you ſhonld be tempted by athing of 
nought , to loſe that one irrecoverable opportunity, 
and to it ill, orcun:another way , when you ſhou'd 
| _ been waking bafte with all your might ! O Sirs, the 
t 
ther day then now. you feel themz youcannotnow 
think how che thaughts of: this will then affe& you ! 
& Thatyouhadatimein which you mighthave prayed, 
& with promiſe 'of acceptance, andhad not heartsto 
| takethatitime : Thae Chriſt was offered you as well 
| ashe wavoffered themthatientertained him ; that you 
| werecalled on and warned as well as they, but obfti- 


nately:.deſpiſed and negleRed all, Thatlife and death 


were \ſet before;you » and theeverlaſting joyes were 
 Offeredito yourchoice, againſt the charms of ſinful 
| pleaſures,.andyou might have freely had themif you 
| would, and weretold that holineſs was-the only way, 
\ $ and that:itmuaſi be:New or Never , and yet that. you 
= choſe your:own deftrution! Theſe thoughts will be 
= fart of. He] toithe ungodly, They will wonder that 
| reaſon-copld;he. ſa, unreafonable; and that they ol 
by. _ T ne 


ughits of this will be other kind of thoughts ano- | 


the common wit of man in other matters, ſhould be ſo 
far beſide themſelves in that , which is the only thing 
that its commendable to be wiſe for , that ſuch ſottiſh 
of Ereaſonings ſhould prevail with them againſt the clea- 
er- fireſt light, and nothing ſho2ld be preferred before all 
vn Wthingsz and. arguments fetcht from chaffand dung, 
en Eſhould:conquer thoſe that were fetcht from Heaven ! 
ch FO what heart-renting thoughts will theſe be , when 
or eternity (hall afford them leiſure for an impartial res 


of view ! Yea, that they ſhould deceive others alſo with 
Y» Wſuch a groſs deceit, and ſcorn at all that would not be 
d {mad as they ; that being drunken with the worlds de- 
e Muſon, they ſhopld abuſe all that were truly ſober; þ- 
)- I that the one thing acedful , ſhould ſeem to them a +? 
v needleſs thing ? That their tongues ſhould plead for 
!/ IF theſedeluſions of their wicked hearts, and they ſhould 
» i be enemies to thoſe that would not be enemies to 


God, and tothemſelves, and caſt away their. time and 1 
ſouls as they did ! They wil wonder with felf-iodignas 
tion,, what could bewitch them into ſo great unreas } 
, I fonableneſs, below a man, againſt the light of nature, . | 
NF as wall as of ſupernatural revelation, _ 
Honorable and beloyed Hearers, I beſeech you do 

not take itil], that Iſpeak ſo much of theſe matters 

| that are (o unpleaſant and unwelcome to unbelievings 

F careleſs, carnal hearts : It.is.that I may prevent all this 

F intime, by the awakenings of txue repentance : And 
O that this mighe be the Ficceſs1 That I might hear 

by your penitent confeſſions, ag R7your univers 

j- falſpeedy reformation, that God hath ſo great merey E 
j Or. 4; 
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-” $56 Now or Never. \ | 
' for you, and that theſe perſwafions\might be the 
<means of ſo. much happineſs to you. and comfort unto 

me! However this aſſembly ſhal be witneſſes that you : 

were warned ; and conſcience'ſhal be witneſs, that if Þ . 
_ you waſte the reſt of your days in thepleafures and va- K « 
- yities of this deceitful world, it was not becauſeyou 
Could have no b:tter , and” were not called to higher Il 
{ - things. Thatif you yetſiandidle, it isnot becauſe you 
-.,couldnot be hired. For in the Name of Chriſt Thave 
called you into his vineyard , and told you of your 
work and wages , and ſhamed your-excuſesard ob- 
je&tions this day,” Come away then ſpeedily fromthe 
| ſnares of finners, and the. company of deceived hars 
dened men, and caſt away'the works of darkneſs : 
Heavenis.before you ;*Death is at hand ; 'Theeter- 
| nal God hath ſent tocall you : Mercy doth yet ſtretch 
- forth its arms! You have ſtaid toolong, andabuſed 
patience too much already : Stay no longer ! Onow 
pleaſe God, and comfort us, and ſave your ſelves, by 
| reſlving that this ſhal be the day: and faithfully per forming 
| of thu your r:ſolution, up and bc doing : Believe Ay, in 
” deſire, obcy, and dothis with all your might. Love 
him that you muſt love for ever, and love him with all 
> your ſoul and mighty ſeek that which is truly worth 
| the ſeeking , and will pay for all your coſt and pains : 
And ſeek it firſt with all your might: Remembring 
” Aillicmuſt be NowenNewer, | 
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"2 Efore I conclude ,* I bave two meſſages yet.to 
4 delive: to the ſervants of the. Lord; The one is 
of encouragement : The other of dire&ion. 

. Iknow that many of you have athree fold tiouble, 
which requireth a three-fold. comfort and encou- 
ragetmment, 

One is, that you have done ſolittle af your work, 


| but loſt ſo much of your time already ; Another is, 
that you are fo oppoſed:and hindered.” And the greas 


teſt of all is , that you arc ye? /o dull and ſlow's The cure 
of which muſt be the matter of my direQions, 

. "x. 'Forthe firſt : That you have Joft your time, miſt 1 
be the matter of your Humiliation ; But that all # nat | 
Ht; before you (ee your lin and daty ; but yet the pa- } 
tience and mercy of the Lord are attending you, and + 


Continuing your hope z this'is the matter o/ your com fort J 


and encouragement. Repent therefore that you came 
no ſooner home: But rejoyce that you'are come home 1 
at laſt:; and i.ow be more diligent in redeeming your ; 
time , in remembrance of th- rime already loft; And 
though it muſt- be yourgriet , that yz our Maſt-r hath. 
bzen deprived of ſo-much of his ſer yice, and others.of 
ſo much good which you 1.ould have done them, and - 
that tie is loſt that cannot be recalled ; yet it is your 1 
com rt,that your own reward may be equal with them .. 
that have born the burden and heac of the day ; For | 
many that arc laſt (in the time of their coming in) /hat be | 
Firit (in receiving the reward.) This is the —_ 4 


IO 'Nowor Never, F 
” of that Parable in Marth, zo which was ſpoken to 
encourage them that had ſtood out too long , and to 
rebuke the envy and high expectations of them that 
came in ſooner : and it is no whit contradifQory to ſh?! 
'F thoſe paſſages in Marth, 25, which tmtimate a diffs \ 
F rentdzgreeofglory,to bs given to them that have a dife- 
'F rent degrees of grace, upon their induſtrious improve- 
[+ ment, The one Parable Marth. 20 ſhews, that men 
|}  Jhal not be rewarded differently far their longer or ſhorter 
FF continuance in the work 3 but that thoſe/that came in 
late, and yetare found with equal holineſs, ſhall be res 
warded equally with the firſt: And more, if their hos 
lineſs be the more, which the ſecond Parable expreſs 
ſeth, declaring Gods purpoſe to give them the greareſt | 
br glory, that have improved their bolineſs to the greatefl mea- 
i} ſure, Otherefore , that the ſenſe of your former un- 
+ kindneſs might provoke you the more reſolvedly to 
© give up yourſelves in ferventlove,and full obedience! 
+ and then you will find that your time i redeemed, 
+ though it cannothe recalled; and that mercy hath ſe- 
*- Cure you fullreward, O what an unſpeakable mere 
\F Cy. is this ! that if yet you will devote yourſelves ens 
{+ tirely to Chriſt, and ſerve him with your might , the 
&- little time that yet remains, he will take it as if you had 
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to that reſpet the corqueſt of his Spirit in his members, 
I co hath the 
hat 
to 


preheminence of his per/onal conqueft,) He 
hath bid you. 5c of good chear, becauſe he hath overcome 
th: World, If you will not take up your.croſs and fol- 
low him,you canr.ot be his Diſciples , Tohn 16.33, Luke 
14.27. 33- Would you be ſouldiers on condition you 
may not fight 3 or fight, and yet have nooppoſition ? Fol- 
low the Captain of your ſalvaticn, Ifmocking, or buf. 
fetting, or ſpitting in his Face, or hanging him upon a. 


| Crols, or piercing hisfide, would have made him pive 
| up the work of your Redemption , you'had ben lefe 


to utter deſperarjon, The oppolition that is congueras 


31s, ſhould terve butt eo'cxcire your courage and r:ſlu- - 


tion, inacaſe of fachnce://ity, where you muſt prevail 


or prriſh, Have:yon Godt litmfelF on your fide, Row. 8. 


31, and .Choiſt your Captain, and the Spirit of Chrirt 
to give you: courage, andthe promiſeto invite you, 
and Heaven b?fore- you; and Hell behind you. and the 
examples of fuch an-army of conquering Believers : 
and ſhal the ſcorns or threats of a crawling worm pre- 
vail againſt all theſe for your diſcouragement ? You 
are not afraid , left any man ſhould pull down the 
Sun, or dry up+the Sea- or overturn the Earth: And |} 
are you afraid that man ſhould-conquer God? Rom, 8. 
37, or take you out of the hands of Chriſt ? Fobn 10, 
28 39, Mark how they nſed David, Pſal, 56, 3.4. 5.6. i 
Every day they wreftl my wcords:; all their thoughts are againfl * 

ne for evil: They gather themſelves together; they hide - 
themſelves ? they mark my fle ps when they Tait for my ſou), © 
But what, did he therefore fear or fly from God A. 1 
. [. nat 


4,8 
— 


F [What tine I an afraid; 1 willtruft in th? , In God l 
+ Till praiſe hi word; 1n'God have 1 put mytruft ;* 1 wil i 
ner fear what fleſh can do untom:. ] lai, 515 8,*-[ Hear. 
\ ken to me ye that know righteouſneſs ;. the People in whoſe 
heart is my Law, Fear ye not#he reproach of men; ncither 
be ye afraid of their revilings.; - Forthemoth ſhaleat-th:m 
upJike a garment , and the worm ſhal eat theris like 70091 » 
but my rightrouſnrſe ſhal be for ever, and my ſalvation from 
_ gen:1#tlon to generation. ] . You deſerve.to be ſhut out 
of Heaven,..if you will not.bear the breath of a fools 
derifion for ir, | 
3+. ButCſaith the felf-accuſtng ſoul): 1 ans convinced 
that I ought to he laborious. for my ſalvation, and that #1] rhis + 
#09 little that I can ds : but 1 aw dall, andeold, and ne. 
g/igent in all : I am far from doing it ith my might, © 
A h:ar,. andread, and prayg as if 1 did it not;and ac if 
Tere half. aſleep or my beart *were away upon ſomewhat © 
| elje, I fear I ambuta lazy Hypecrite. . 
| eAnſ, I ſhall firſt ſpeaktothy doubt, and thento- 
direttheeagainſtchy ſin, .. PI SO I 
.. Anydfixtt. you maſt berefolved wh-ther-your //oarb | 
beach as ispredominant,. or mortified :. ſuch as pra- 
. vettt-that you are dead in fin : or: only ſuch as proverth - 
you but diſeaſed and infirm. : | 
- Andto knowthis you muſt diſlinguiſh, x Between 
the due and ooldne/7 of the affeRionsy andthe unres 
$ Jolvedn:ſ7 and 4iſobedicnceof the ſoul, 2, Between a 
$ /athfu/neſithat keepeth men For a:godly 1578, in a life 
4 of wickedneſs?” andthat whictr only keepeth them - 
+. Tenlome particular aftofduty, orabateth the GE R 
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of chelr ſincere affe edjence,- 3.:Beaween 
(hat floath that is the viciou habit of the will ; and that 
hich is the e@ of age , or ſickneſ? yr melancha'y , or 
dther diſtemper ofthe-body,, |  '\ 
” And fo the caſe lieth plain before,you-. 1, If it be 
z0t only your affeQions that are dull, but your wil. 
hrouph floath is unrejo/ved; and thisnot only in a tems-: 
tation tothe abatement of ſome degr:es, ard the ne- 
ple of ſome particu/ar.duty, but againſt a boly /ift, and * 
zpainſt the. forſaking of your reigning ſin ; and this be-- 
Wot only through ſome bodily diftemper , diſabling your 
| zaſ]n , but from the vicions habit of your wills : thenis » 

; {Four /{-ath a mortal ſign, and proves you in agraceleſs._ 
(Wate : But if che 2t5 which you.complain of;be only 
{he J«/n:{5 of your af:&imnr,. and the backwardneſs of + 

7 Four wills to ſome.high degrees ,. or particular duties, - | 
nd the effe& of ſome bodily dift:mper, or the weakn:ſs -- 
p Fy247 ſpiritual life y while your wills are habitually res 
blved for God and a.ho!y life, againſt a wvoridly flefoly lift + | 
Tits is your infirmity, and a fintobe. lamented, but not © |} 
; mark of death and.graceleſhels. - | 
You will have. a backward ſloathful heart tofirite - 
ith while you leave. Buthleſs God ,- that you are + | 
dffended with it, .and would fain be delivered fromit, . 
his was\ Paulr.evidence , - Rem. 7. 24. X00 will have 
fb , and ff will plead for.its intereſt » and will be | 
triving againſt the Spirit; But. blefs God ,' that you 1 
wwe alfo the Spirit toſtrive againſt the fleſh. Be thanks . - 
ll thatyou haze life ts helper Gora raged you 1 
agviſhyade itz: god cannat work as bealrlifubmien g 4 * 
Pha And: i 
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EC IRR - New or Never, 
And that you are in the way to Heaven , though yo 
go not fo faſt as you ſhould and would, 

2. But yet, though you have /i/+, it is ſo grievous tt 
be diſcaſed,and Janguiſh under ſuch an infirmity as ſloati 
that 1 adviſe you to /tir up your ſelves tothe utmo 
and give not way to a lazy temper ; and that you ma 
ferve the Lord with all your might, Irecommendthel 
f2w direQions to your obſervation, 

Dire. x. When you would be quickned up to fc 
riouſnels and diligence, have ready at band fuch quich 
nin; conſiderations as are here b:fore propounded to y-u 
and ſt them before you , and labor to work them upon you 
hearts, Powerful truths would have ſome power up 
on your fouls; if you will but foberly apply your rea 
ſon to them, and plead them with your ſelves, as yo! 
would do with another in any of your reproofs or ex 
bortations, 

Dire8, 1. Take heed 1657 any worldly defren or intere} 
or any luft, or ſenſnal delight, divert your minds from Go 
and duty, For: all the powers of your ſoul will lan 
guiſh , when yon ſhould ſet them on work on ſpirituz 
things,  and' your hearts will beabroad., when'yo 
ſhould be wholly taken up with God , if once they bt 

_ entangled with worldly things, Watch-therefore ov 
them in your callings , leſt-the creature ſteal too-dee| 
into your affe&ions: For if you be alive ta the work 
you will be in that meaſure dead to God, 

Diref. z, 1fir be poſſible, live under 6 lively Minift! 
that 'phen your hearts go cold and dull unto the affemblic 
thay may come warm and wickened home, Life ms 

__ | p 


WNT | | © "Bw or Never, r13 * 
1 yo if e, as fire kindleth fire, The Word and Ordinances 
dr God are quick, powerful, and ſharper then any 
us t& v0 edged [word, piercing even to the dividing aſun- 
JoarWer of ſoul and ſpirit,and is a diſcerner of the thoughts 
noſfg"d intents of the hearts, F-4. 4. 12, And therefore it 
z malay do much to mak? you tecl. Many a thouſand hatl, 
thei pricked at the heart, and ſent them home alive, thar 
pefore were dvad, AG: 2, 37, Much more way you 
to ſeſ8#pe<ct thit it Monld excite the principles which you 
quich we already, | 
oy-u Dir. ef 4. I, it may be, ceonvorſ; cirh Tively, attive, fiirs 
2 youlſ''s Chi istuns : But eſpecially have on: ſuch for 4 bos 
cr up”. ff1cn] , that will warn you when you are cold, 
71 and help to awake vou when you drop afleep, and 
\s yO! Il not comply with you in a declining lazy, and un- 
Or CN proutable courle, Ecclel, 4. Q. 10, II, I, Two are bet: 
er then one, becauſ* they have a good reward for thxir 1g - 
7:7 Wal For i/ th:y fall, the one will li't up bu fellowz But 
1m Gol? fo him that u alone when he falleth ; for he hath not ano- 
1! lan her to be/p him up. - «gain, if'two lie together, then they 
viritud'00* bf4t ; but howy can one alone be warm ? And if one 
en'yol / evail againſi him , two ſhall withfland him ; and athree - 
hey bi old cord us not quicky broken, _ | 
Dire&. 5 Put nt away from you the day of death, T.ook 


re 0 
o:dee! | wt for long life, It is the Life t0 come, that muſt be the 
world} ife of all your duties here : and diſtant things dolofe 


heir force. Set Death, and Judgement and eternal 
linifi ife;. continually as near at hand: Live in a watchful 
mblieſxpeRation of your change : Do all as dying men, | 
»riſhet nd as paſlling to receive the recompence of endleſs \ 
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"> New or Newer, 
#0 a; endihic will quicken. you. To this ha. 
£0. þ ps the Hoſe of M9uſ ning, and bg no! unſeaſo- 

nably or. immoderatly in the. houſe. of mirth. When 
you obſerve what is he endof all men, the heart will 
be made better by.it, Ecclkſ. 9. 2 3,4. 5. 6 But ex- 
cels of carnal mirth doth infatuate men , and deſtroy 
their Wiſdom. {zxriouſnels, and ſobriety, Keep always 

a {enſs of the brevity of life, and of the preciouſnefs of 
time, and remember. that its poſting on whether you 
work.or play; Me thinks, if you forget any of the 
reft,, this one conſideration that we have in hand, 

ſhould. make you beſiir you withycur gw; that it muſt 
be Nw or Noe, | 
EE 1 ſhall onl y agdd: two needful cautions , leſt while we. 
} cure one dilcaſe.,, we cauſe another (as knowing that 
"F cor vated nature .is uſed. to run from-extream into 
| | Extream..). 
| nu Defire ang labouy more for an high eftimation of 
|. Things ſbinizual and cternal, anda fix:d reſrlution, and an - 
 evenauddiligent end-avur, "chen} or pa{ſronate feelings and 
| affcHiong, For.theſe latter. are more.unconſtantin the 
beſt ,. and depend. much on the temper of the bod y,: 
and arenot of ſo great neceſlity as the former, though | 
[-excdllent in ajuftdegree and ſeaſon. ( For its pothble- 
- that paſſigns.cxen. about good things may be too. 
, mach, when. eflunation , reſelation ; and regalest ef» 
| dearmrs 5 CADhs 
2s £ Be fufheinu when you have the cm Lines | 
, befl-your / mo: fowl a ie pernenably 
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Bd bone 16, "Now or Never, Its 

' 22a] andTrong fe Bjons, even to that which is good, 
to occalion the miſtakes of the underitanding,$c make = 

 m-n. look all on one ſide, and think they can.nEver far 
enough from ſome particular ſins, tifl ignoratitly they 
are carried into ſome p2rhaps as: great onthe other 
hand Be warned by the ſad experience of theſe times, 

- to fuſpet your judgetnents in the fervour of your af- 

' fe&ions. 

| And obferving theſe cautions, let nothing abate = 

{none zeal and diligence ; But- whatever duty-is ſet 
efore you , Do ir with your might : for it mult be Now®+ | 

or Never, 
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T Hough I know that the-enmityto.a holy heas 
m venly life is ſo. radicated' in corrupted nature, 

* I fhatall chat I have (aid is neceſſary andteolittte; Yet 
WH fome I know will think it firange-thatl ſhould inti- 

_ mate, that any that preach the Goſpel are guilty of ' 
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ary meaſure of this fin, and wilthink that 1 intend by 

. IN it to refleQ upon (ome parties abovethereſt; But | 
F ag3in I profeſs, thatitis no party buvthe Devils parity, |! 
and the ungodly party , that I'mean,” Angdits hardif - 

you will not beheve me eoncerning-my-own ſenſe. 


$:hifin, Sedizion, Kebellion, or.Diſbe 
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x WC. | "Now's or > Never, oe 
£1 theſe odious ſins, and not to be a cloak for them 
Of any extenuation : Nay, what can more aggravate 
"them, ghen that they hou be found in the Profeſſors 
_ of godlineſs? I again profeſs , that I have no deſign | 
Out to plead for ſerious diligence in the Religion, || of 
hich we are allagreedin, and to ſtop the mouth | ott 
-of thoſe that wickedly ſpeak againſt it. | 
But alace , it is too evident that I have too many to || pr 
ſpeak ta, that are not innocent : why elſe doth Scri. an 
pture tell us that fuch there will be flillto theerd of Þ| be 
| the world? and that there are ſome that preach Chriſt 
[+ of (trife and envy, to add afiition to the bonds of the 
F affiited ! And how came holy M, Boit-atofind fo ff 
much work for theſe rebukes ſo lately in his time, as in | 
his Books you find ? And can we already forget what 
. abundance of Artinomian Teachers were among us; 
| that turned out the very doQrine of pradical dili- 
gence , and cried it down as a ſetting up of our ſelves 
- and'our own works, and as injurious to free grace, 
3 | and under -pretence of exaſting Chriſt , did ſet up a 
© heartleſs, lifeleſs dorine , that tended to turn out the || a 
- life of Chriſtianity, and take men off their neceſſary di- i tl 
- ies, 238 a legal dangerous thing > - fl p 
- And what Ordinance of God hath not been cat Þ & 
{| ontby Preachers themfelves'upon og jous pretences, || & 
$ 1 -Family-duties, Catechiſing,ſinging of Pſalms, Baptifin, | & 
_ the Lords Sapper , and which not ? Andif all theſs } 
x 
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 Þ were down, wherein ſhould the praftiſe of Religion 
P : -eonfiſt ? And what abundance of Pamphlets had we 
| that $lbowed to make the Or thodox faithful 'Miniftry F « 
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a _ Now or Never, 1197 
a'yery ſcorn, and deride them for their faithful ſervice © } 
of God , and their faithfulneſs to their Superiors, in. 
oppolition to their unrighteous ways ? Iam loath to 
blot my papers, and trouble your ears with the names 
of the Martin-mar-prieſts , and a multitude of ſuch 
others which I mean, | 
Andlet no Papiſt, or any enemy of our Church, res. 
proach vs, becauſe ſuch enemies to Holineſs are found. 
among us. Can it be expeRed that our Church ſhould 
be better then the Family of /2Jam, that had a Cain? - |} 
Or of Noah, that had a Cham 2 or of Chriſt, thathada . . | 
Tudas ? And are there not far more enemiestoſe* | 
rious godlineſs among the Papiſts themſelves , then 
among us ? One inſtance out of the like of Philip Ne- 
rizs, the Father of the Ocatorians, I will put into the. 
Preface, becauſe it is too long to be here inſerted.. : 
| Thereis no place, norank of menin the world, where | 
| ſoine of the enemies of a Holy life are not te be found, 
even among thoſe that profeſs the ſame Religionin #4 
DoQrinals, with thoſe whom they oppoſe, Chriſt | 
and the D2yil have their ſeveral armies; andif once 
BY the Devil disband his ſouldiers, and have none to op: | 
| poſea holy life, then tell-me that it is aneedleſs wing. 
to defendit, and to confute them. But I amlified uns . 
der Chriſt, and will never give over pleading for him, } 
till his adverſaries give over pleading againſt him . and _ } 
his Cauſe, as long as he cantinueth my. liberty and _ + 
duty; And bl-fſed-be the Lord, that if an hypoeritical * ! 
Preacher be found among us, that ſecretly or openly 
_ difgraceth a diligent holy life , there are more ables © | 
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©” 118  Nowwr Newer, ' (| 
= holy, faithful ones to confute him both by doctine 
and by their lives , then are to be found in any:other 
t Kingdom in the world proportionably , that ever 1. 
it could hear of, And that the faithful diſciples are ſo 
Ta ary Tudas'cr io few, how great a bleſiing is 
ttothis Land, and how great an honor to his Maje- 
lies government, and to the Church in his Domi. 
ions ! The Lord teaeb this ſinful Nation to be thanks » 
fyll, and nO7 Fray iogratitude, and never deprive 
them ofthis forfeited mercy, The Lord teach themto - 
Mt}  hearkentothe Friends, and not to the enemies of ho- 
| it} lineſs, and never to receive a wound atthe heart of 
- - _ their Religion, however they hear their ſmaller diffe» 
+ . rences about things ciecumſiantial, 
And now Iſhould condude , I am Joathro end, for. 


#J 

ofendiefs conſtguence, which mu/t be done, and 
ascklydone, andehroughly done, Are you not cen- | 
' |- yijdcetthatits þ ? that plowing arid ſowing are not | 
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{you from this tillrime be gone: andiffed be wifin. |) 


Þ 


ult over you, arid then he that kept you! tom f&eſng 
and feeling, wilt help you to fee and feel to your cas 
lamity ; Then the Devil will make you feeFthat which 
Prevetiers:conld not make youfeels and he will mike 
you think of that , and lay it cl6feenoogh to your 
hearts, which we could not get youtolay to licact, 
Now we ſtady and preach to you tm hope ; bur then 


| {alface, it breaks our hearts to think of t ) We have 


done with you for ever, becaufe all tiopeisgone. Then 
he Devil may callenge a Miniſter, [ Now dotliy worſt 

dbring this ſmner torepentarce ; Mow callto him to 
ofnfider, and believe, and come'to Chriſt; Now offer 
tim mercy, and intreat him to accept it'; Now cry to 
im'to take heed of fin and of centations, thathecome 
ot to this place of torments : Now tell hin of the 
beauty or nec: ffity of hotineſs, Ati upon himto 
ftarn and live ; Now do thy wort tortfkye lim fron 
my power, and to fave his foul. ] Alate, pdorfitners? 


WVilt yonflop your ears, andigo 6ninfin, atid dainn 
ſhot [elves;ai:d break our hearts t&foreSfee thar da)! 


Mult weſec the Devilgo away with fitth a prey, atidl 


ſhal we notrefene your caprivated fouls, becaife you 


will not hear , you will not ftir, yor wfl not conſent? . 


(Oh hear the God of Hzaven, if you will not hear us, 


 Ewhbo calkkth ro you , Rerws ; and Hive! Oh Nefr hin 


Wthat ſhed his blood for ſouls, and tendreth younow 


; Ffalvation by his blood ! Ohear, without any more'de 


| 
| 


\ 


lay, before allisgone, and you are gone; atid he thar 
now deeeiveth you; torment you LYethiold on alittle 3 
5 7-0 SES Hf longer © 
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longerin a carnal, earthly, unſanRified late, and itis 


. fay not as thoſe that ſee them,nor yet as dreamersthat 
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too late to hope, or pray, or ſicive for your ſalvation: 
Yetalittle longer,and mercy will have done with you 
for ever; and Chriſt will never invite you more , nor [| 
never Offer to cleanſe you by his blood , or ſanCtife | 
you by his Spirit ! Yet a little longer , and you ſhall 
never hear a Sermon more, and never more be trou- 

bled with thoſe Preachers that were in good ſadneſs ſh. 
with you z. and longed onzefor your converlion and I yc 
ſalvation ! O fleepy dead-hearted finners, what ſhould 
I do to ſhew you how near you ſtand toeternity, and 
what is now doing inthe world that you are going to, 
and how theſe things are thought on there ! What 
ſhould I do to make you know how time is valued, 
how ſin and holineſs are eſtzem2d in the World where 
you muſtlive for ever ! What ſhould I do to makeyou 
know theſe thinggto day, which I will not thank you 
to know when you are gone hence ! O that the Lord 
would open your eyesin time ! Could I but make you | 
know theſe things as Believers ſhould know them 1 | 


do not regard them, but as thoſe that believe that they | 
mult ſhortly ſee them , what a joyful hours work 
ſhould I eſteem this ? how happy wou'd it be to you | 


_ and me! Ifevery word were accompanied with tears! 


If 1 followed you bome, and beg'd your conſidera- | 


tion on my bare knees , or as 2 bzggar begs an alms at | 


your doors : If this Sermon coſt me as many cenſures: 
or {landers agever Sermon did, I ſhould not thipk it | 
too dzar,if Icould but help you taſuch aſight ofthe Y 
| things 1 
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at Now or Never, 121 \N 
things we ſpeak of ; that you might truly underſtand © 
them as they are: that you had but atrue awakened 
apprehenſion of the ſhortneſs of your day, of the near- 
|| nels of eternity , and of the endleſs conſequence of 
your preſent work ; and what holy labour and (infull 
Joytering will be thought of in the world to come for | 
ever ! Bnt when weſee you (in, and trifle, and no 
more r2gard your endleſs life, and ſee alſo what haſte 
| your time is making, and yet cannot make you under- 
Rand theſe things ; when we know our ſelves as ſure 
as we ſpeak to you, that you will ſhortly be altoniſhed 
at the review of your preſent ſloath and folly , and 
when we know that theſe matters are not thought of 
in another world, as they are among the flzepy or the 
bedlam ſinners here, and yet know not how to make 
you know it, whom it doth ſo much concern, this ama- 
zeth us, and almoſt breaks our hearts ! Yea, when we 
tell you of things that are palt doubt , and can be no 
further matter of controverſy,then men have ſold theic 
underſtandings , and betrayed their reaſon to their 
' fordid laſts, and yet wz cannot get reaſonable men to 
know that which they cannot chooſe but known , to 
know that ſeriouſly and practically which always bath 
a witneſs in their breaſts, and which none bur the pros 
' fligate dare deny ; Itell you finner this , even this is 
worſe then a priſon tous, It is you that are our per- |; 
ſecutors: Ir is you that arethe daily ſocrow of our. | 
hearts; . It is you that diſappoint us of our hopes, and '! 
. make us lofe ſo much of the labour of our lives : And: |} 
'Wall others diJ as ſome do by us; alace how fad an + 
&; employment 
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F at. _, - Nowor Novih, -8Jj 
F . employtnent-frould we have y. and how lice would fon 
F ittroublens tobe filencedandiaid aſide ! If we were Four 
ltck of the ambitious orcovetous thirſt, we ſhould then FB 
fay that it is they that deny us wealth and honovr that JIECA 
difappoint us. Brit f we are Chriſtians, thisisnot our {Wave 

caſe, batitis theehirſt after your convertion-and ſal. We! 

vation which affe&teth us: and therefore itisyou, WP: 
even youthat lingerie your ſineand delay repentance, 

and forget.,your home , and negle& your fouls; itis 

you thar int ws, and you that are our aiiters ; 9 

and as much ds youthink you befriend us, when you W« 

plead our cante agairift men of violenee and rage, itis ' 

/ you that thall anſwer for the loſs of our time and ks 

.. _ and hope, '#nd for the grieving of your Teachevs 

earls, 25» 

pf Sinners, whatever the Deviiand raging paſhon- may 

- = fay againfi atis]y life, God and your own eonſciences 
| 6 ſhall be our witnefſes, that we defired nothing unrehs 
fonable or unneceffary at your hands. I know itisthe 

3 matter-picce ofthe devils craft, when he cannut keep i 

| = - alt Religionin contempt, to raiſe up a duſt of contro» I 
BY yerſy in the world abort names, and Forms , and cir- 

ue cumnfiances in Religion, that be may keep men butily IM" 

| I} firiving about cheſe, while Religion it ſelf is negleted Wl! 

' Uþ or anknown; arid that he may make men believe tha IM? 

 "wþ they have fome Religion , becauſe they are for one { 

1 

| 


d « 


| "Wo fide or other in theſe controverſies : and eſpecially 

- "It that he man entice men. torwmber the ſubſtantials of 

- . I} Religion it ſelf gitong theſe leſſer doubtful points, and |: 
( wake {hunergpghte ye that it is but the Has a=" s | 
Þ: v 


= Or, , nt; "} 
ilif one party that they reje@, whilethey reje@ the ſe» | 
eJous practiſe of all true Religion, And'fo the Devil ;: 
18-68 more. by thefeperty quarrels arid controverſies, 
t (ccalioned by contentious empty men, then he could 
r (Wave done by the open oppotition-of Infidels, Hea- 
- Wens, ogthe praphane : fo that neither 1 nor any mai 
{Pat opivionative men have a mind to quarrel with, 
, Fan tell how to exhort you to the very prattile of 
 Wlkciſtianity itfelf; but you are preſently caſting your 
L : /*, uy upon ſore points, wherem we are reported 
 [odiffer from you , or remembring forme clatnours of 
talicious men , that prejudice againſt the perſon of 
e ſpeaker, may keepyour ſouls from profiting to ſal= 
. the Dofrine which even your ſelves 
M-OIC pe 
_ If this bethe caſe of any one of you, I donot mean 
gr conſciences ſhall ſo ſcape the power or evidenee | 
if the 4rath, Doſt thou talk of our differences about 
orms and ceremonies ? Alace man, what is that tothe 
neſlage which we come abont to thee ? what is that + - 
© the buſineſs that we are preaching of ? The que- 
lionthatl am putting'to you, is not whether you will 
for this form of Church government or for that, 
for. a ceremonyor againſt it , but it is whether you will 
hearken in thne to God and conſcience; and be as bus 


lie to provide fer heaven as ever zou have been to 
| ponee for earth ? and whether you will ſet your |! 
 lejves to do the work that you are Created and res |, 
J deemed for ? This is the buſineſs that I am ſentto call * 
YH 294304 What for you? Willzppdait, and gpit & | 
ao | - riot 
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114. *** Now or Never,” | 
'* riouſly without delay ? you ſhall not beableto ſayſhe 
 thatIcalled you to aparty, a fa&tion, or ſome opinionſif G 
of my own, or laid your ſalvation upon ſome doubtfuſpd 
controverlie. .No Liner, thy conſcience ſhall have nf c 
ſuch ſhift for its deceit : It is godlineſs, ſerious and praſſſÞre 
. Riical godlinels that thou art called to, Itis nothinWea 
but what all Cluiſtians in the world, both Papiſts, andiiſoſt 
Greeks, and Proteſtants , and all the parties amongſor 
thoſe that are true Chriſtians, are agreedin the profeſ; 
Hon of. That I may not leave thee in any darknefs 
which 1 cai deliver thee from, I will tell thee diſtin&- 
ly,-though ſuccinMly , what it is that thou art thus im- 
portuned to; and tell me then whether jt be that 
- which any Chriſtian can make doubt of, 
3. That which I intreat of thee, is but to live as live 
as one that verily believeth there js a God ! and that 
this God is the Creator, the Lord, and Ruler ofthe 
world: aid that it is incomparablymore of our buſi 
neſs to underſtand and obey his Laws, and as faithful 
Sabjedsto beconformed to them, then to obſerve or 
be conformed to the Laws of man; Andtoliveas | 
men that do believe that this God is Almighty,and the 
greateſt of men are leſs then crawling worms to him; | 
andthat he is ivfinitely wiſe, and the wiſdom of man 
is fogliſhneſs to him ; and that he ig infinitely good and 
4 amiable; and the beſt gf creatures is dung and filth in 
E.. ' compariſon of him : and that his love is the only feli- 
WE. city of man; and that none are happy butthoſe that 
- WE do enjoyit; and none that doen joy it can be miſera- 
- BE ble: aud thatciches, and 'honouc, and fleſhly delights 
Wk. —_— © are 
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Now or "News, | # 125 
e 'brutiſh vanities in compariſon of the eternal love 
If God, Live but as men that heartily believe all this, 
Id I have that I comefor; And is any of this a matter 
f controverſie or doubt ? not among Chriſtians I am 
re: notamong wiſe men, Itis no dqubt tothoſe in 
eaven, nor to thoſe in hell, nor to thoſe that have not 
oft their underſtandicgs upon earth, Live then ac- 
ording to thefe truths, 

2, Live as men that verily believe that mankind is 
fo Baleaints fn andmſcry: aid that all men are corrupt- 
td, ard vid -r the condernration of the Law of God, 
1- Mill they.are delivered, pardoned , recavciled to God, 
xt 0d made new creatures by arcnewing , reſtoring, 

anctifying charge, Live but as men that believe that 
e his cure miſt be wrought, and this preat reſtoring 
it ſſchange muſt be made npon your ſelves, if it be not 
e Kone already. Live as men that have ſo great a work 
s Mo look after;. And is this a matter ofany doubt or 
controverſie ? fure it is not toa Chriſtian; And me 4 
thinks it ſhould not be to any man elſe that kroweth * ! 
himſelf, any more then to a man in dropſy,whether he. - 
be diſeaſed, when he feels the thirſt and ſees theſwel- 
Fling, Did you but know what cures and chanpes are 
neceſſarily to be made upon your diſeaſed miſerable 
(ſouls, if you care what becomes of them, you would 
Ba ſee cauſe to look about you. L 
Live but as men that verily believe that you are. !1 
"Sy Ve by the Son of God, who hath ſuffered for your > 
ſins, and brought you the tidings of pardon and ſalva- *' 
tip: $ wild you may have if Fon will give up your... 
| ſely” 
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_ ſelvesto him, whoisthe Phytician of ſoulstobe heaÞ;,, 
"ed by him : Live as men that believe thatthe infinitſ. 


_ love of Got reveatedtoloſt mankind inthe redeeme 
doth bind-usto love him with all our hearts, and fe. y 
him with all-our reſtored tacalties, and to work: 

thoſe that 'have the greateſt thankfulneſs to ſhew : 
Well as thegreateſt mercies toreceive, and miſery t 
eſcape; and as thoſe that believe thatif ſinners th: 
without Citiſt had no hope , ſhall now love their ſin 
and refuſe-toleave them, and torepentand beco 
verted, andunthankfully reje& the mercy of ſalvati 


ſadearly bought, and fo freely offered ; theirs, 
rad Babs: y offered them ; thei 
damnation, wit be doubled as their fin is doubled. Live 


but as men:that have ſuch redemption to admire, ſach 


Mercy to entertain, and ſuch a ſalvation to attain, and, 


thav\are fure. they can never ſcape if they continue to 


hc 
$| 1 
s 1 


wen ſogren falvation , H-b, z. 3, And isthere anyſhj 


* CONnterov 
not-certainly, 

_ 4: Live butas menthatbelievethat r5; Hly.Ghoſt i 
$7 by TefwChrift to convert, to quicken, to wie all 
12 that bs. will: jave:: and thatexpept you be born again 
iſ} OftbeSpirit; you ſhallnot encer-into the Kingdom of 


Heaveo ;.and that if any man have not the Spirit 0 
it Qlwilh, the ſame is none of his, Job; 3, 5.6: Rom, 8; 0, 
BY Avid that without this, no-patehing or mending of 
BE. J6us-lives-by any common prindiples will ſerve the 
| wm for your: ſalradion., ormake'you accegtableto 
(209; "Heb; 41,6; Live av mer thatbelicve thatthis 
\ Cpdjtie given by the howeing ofthe Wooded md 


y among Chiriſtians in any ofthis ? There is; 
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|. INow or Newer,  125\ We 
1 i be p » pan , .ayd obeyed , and notrefiſted, \ 
"i encht and grieved, And' is there any controverſy 
"m1 og Chritjant in any'of this? Ask thoſe that make« 
mock at bolineſs,San&ification and the Spirit, whes - 
ier they be not baptized into the.nameof the Holy 
hoſt, awd profeſsro $9 ak in Him as their San tiher, 
; well as in the Son as their Redeemer? Ar:d then ask 
nem whether it be not athing that ſhoyld make even 
Devil to tremble to come fonear the blaſphemy a- 
ainſt rhe. Holy Ghoſt, as to mock at' his othce' and 
"W"Cifying work, and at the holineG without which” 
"oO. an ſhall ſee the Lord! Hb, 12. 14, and this after 
© ey are baptized and profeſs to believe in the Holy. 
Sboſt as their San@Hthier 2 
cnn 5. Liye but as men thatbelieve that ſin is the preats 
tevil.the thing which the Holy God abhorreth, And: | 
wen you will never'make a mock of it, as So/omon 
Ith-the fopiſh do ,, Prev. 14. 9, nor ſay, Whatharm - 
init? 
6, Live but 3s men that believeno fin is pardoned 
Figue repentance; and that repentance is the loas 
ingavd forſaking of fin : and thatif it be rye, it will 
dtuffer you to live willfully in any groſs ſin, nor to 
elire to keep the 1zaſt infirmity , nor to be loath-to 
wow your, unknown ſing, | 
7, Live as thoſe that beljeve that you are tobe |: 
embers ofthe. Holy Catholick Church, andtherein-2o | 
ble the Communion of Saints. And then you will * | 
aw that if-isnot ag,a member of any, Se&tor Party, . | 
Ras anoly member of thisHoly Obureh;; that you"'.,. 
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128 Wow or Newr,” 
muſt be.ſayed: and that it is the name ofa Chriſtianþqy 
which is more honourable th:n the name of any di hi 
vifion or ſub-diviſion among Chriſtians , whethqhe 
Greek, or Papilt, or Proteſtant, or Prelatiſt, or Prey 
byterian, or Independent, or Anabaptiſt, It is eaſy ty 
be of any one of theſe parties, but to be a Chriſtiar 
which all pretend to, is not ſo eaſy, Itis eaſy tohay; 
a burning zeal for any.divid:d party or cauſe : but th 
common zzal for the Chriſtian Religion is'not ſo ealj 
to be kiudled or kept alive © but requireth as muc 
 Oligence to maintain it, as dividing zeal requireth td 
quenciit, Itis eaſy tolovea party as a party : butt 
K-ep up Catholick charity to all Chriſtian, and to liveſh; 
in that holy love and converſe wineh is requiſite-to | 4 
Communion of Saints ] is not ſo ealie. Satan ati d cor 
rupted nature befriend: the love and zeal of fation 
which is confined to a party on a controverted cauſe 
but they are enemies to the love of Saints, and tothh,, 
zeal for holineſs, and to the Catholick charity which ih, 
from the Spirit Chriſt, Yqu ſee I call you not to divih 
ſion, not toſide with Sets : but tolive as mzmber; 
of a holy Catholick Church,which canſiſteth of all chal 
are holy in the world: and to live as thoſe that believe 
the Communion of Saints, 
8. Live as thoſe that believe that there is alife ever}; 
laſting, where the ſanQiified ſhall live in endleſs joy,andſ], 
theunſanttified in endleſs puniſhment and wo : Live; 
| but as men that verfſy.believe a Heaven and a Hella 
and a day of Judgement , in which all the a&ions offi 
this life muſt bereviſed, and all. men judged to thei; 
EEE 1 "nd 
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4 Now or Never, 19 N 
1'Bndleſs Rate. Believe theſe things heartily, andthen - * 
di hink a holy diligence needleſs it you can : Then be of 
She mind of the deriders and enemies of godlineſs, if 
*Fou can ! If one light of Heaven or Hell would ſerve 
vithout any more ado, in ſtead of other arguments, ta 
Konfute all the cavils of the diſtratted world, andto 
Yuſtive the moſt diligent Saints in the judgement of 
Phoſe that now abhor them , why ſhould not a ſound 
©-lief of th2 ſame thing in its meaſure do the 
'Wwame 2 
Fg, Live but as thoſe that believe this life is given 

us, as the only time to make preparation for eternal 
" Wife: and that aj that ever ſhall be done for your ſalva- 
ion, mall be Now, juſt Now, before your time is ens 
Jed : Live as thoſe that know (and need not faith te 
ell them ) that this Time is ſhort, and almoR at an end 
Falready , and ftayeth forno man, but as a poſt doth 
"Bbatte away, It will notftay while you are triming you, 
"Yor ſporting you ; It will not Ray while youare taken 
"up in Stage-plays, in complements, inidle viſits, or any 
Fimpertinent needleſs things ; 1t will not tarry while 
© Fyou ſpend yet the other year, or moneth , or day, in 
your worldlinefs, or ambition, or in your Juſts and ſens 
fual delights; and put off your repentance to another 
time. ' O Sirs, for the Lords ſake do but live as men 
""y Yee muſt naw 4 vtjogees agrave., andtheir ſouls 
" peer befor&the Lord, and'as men that have but this 
gy buy ny fer their everlaſting life, that ever 
CY WN've dove. Olive amen that arefare'to die, and / | 
As Sot-fore to/thetllromorrow : Andictnorthe. | 
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FF x30 $0 Now or Newer, © , 
' Noiſe of pleaſure or worldly buſineſs, onthe chat off, 
ſcorns of miſerable fools bear down your reaſon anfſe.. 
make 290 live agif you knew not what you know :: q 

as if there were ay doubt about theſe thirigs. Wh, 
isthe man,. ard. whatis his name., that dare contradi( 
ther,, and. cap m3ke it good ? O donot lin agaii| 
.your krowledge ; Do not ſtand ſtill and fee y our glai 
. running,.and timemakivg ſuch haſte, ard yet make n( 
more haſte your ſelves, chen if you-were-not concern 
ed init : Donot, O do not flamber, when Time ant 
Judgement never {]umber ; nor {it fil} when you hay; 
ſomuch todo, and know all chat is now left nndore 
muſt be,urdone for ever | Alace Sirs, how many que 
flions of. exceeding weight have you yetto be reſo 
vedin? whether you are truely ſanQified ?, whether 
your ſins:.be pardoned ?. whether you ſhall.-be ſ: ved 
when you die ? whether. you: are ready to leave thi 
world , ard enter upon another. ? Itellyou, the an 
ſwering of theſe and many more ſuch queſtions, :is 4 
hole of vo ſmall difficulty or concernment. And all 
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the(e muſt bedane in this little and yncer tajn time. -It 
mult be. Now or Never,. Live but agmen that believe 
and conſider theſe certain unqueſtjqnablethings.. 
_ to, Laſtly, will you but- live as men that believe 
that the.world w/3 the fleſhare the deadly enemies of 
your ſalvation : And:that believe thavif,avy man loys 
the world, (ſo far) the love ofthe Father jynotinhims 
" fob,4..1 9.16.5 Andas menthar helieye, that:s tad 
dies bat it by cs Satya 
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4 Now or Newer, . - x31 
and that thoſe that are in Chriſt J:ſasz: and are freed = 
rom condemnation , are ſack''ag walk not after the 
\ Uficſh, bot after the Spipit, Row. 8*1,' Andthat we 
"Emult- make no proviſion for the flzſh to ſatisfy the will 
or laſts thereot, Rom, 13,19. and waſt not walk in 
q pony and drankennels, in chambering and wartons 
Hneisin [trite and envying), 'verſ; 13: bur mult have our 
hearts where 'our-treaſure'is,: Matrh. 6, 2t and conv 
verſe in Heaven, hl. 3,18,19. 20, and being: riſen 
with Chriſt, muſt ſeek things that are above, and-fet 
T our affe&ions on them, and not on the things that are 
on earth. Col, 3,2, 3 | 
Sirs, wi'l you fay that any of this is our ſingular opis 
hnion , or matter of controverſy and doubt ? Are not 
Fall Chriſtians agreed in it > Do'you'not your felves 
"K profeſs that you believe it? Live then but as thoſe that. 
© do' believe it; and condetnn not your feives in the 
things that you confefs, - 

Itell thee; ifnow thon wilt refuſe to live according 
totheſe common acknowledged truths, thou ſhalt nes 
ver be able to ſay before the Lord, that mens contros 
verfy about a ceremony , or Church government, 'of 
the manner or worſhip: were thethings that hindered . 

\thee! But all forts and Fees ſhalſbe witneſſes againſt 

thee , and condemn thee ; for-they all agreed in theſe 

7 things; even the bloodieſt Se'that impriſon, and tory 

Ement, and' kill others 'for their differences in frhaller 

"matter, areyet agreed with thoſethat they perſecute 
*Fani murder, aboutrheſe things:-Papints are agreed in - 
»Eten 4-.and Proteſtants a9" IE them : APR 4 
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23.2 Nv or News, 
-Sefts that are now quarrelling among us, and int 
world, are agreed in them, who are but meet for t| 


witneſs againſt the profane, the ſenſual, the floathf 
= leQer of God and his ſalvation, andto ſay, 
that alltheſe things were certain truths, and that mc 
Hives ſhould be ordered according unto theſe, 

But if yet-you pretend controverſy to:cover yo 
malignity or ungodlineſs, I will go alittle farther, a 


-which the ungodly do refaſel will briefly name tlic 

1, Onepart __ work Which we urge you to d 
-with all your might , is ſeriouſly and ſoberly to con 
.der often of all thele truths before mentioned, whic 
.you ſay you do believe: Andis it any controwerſy wi 


.reaſonable men whether they ſhould nfe their reaſon 
:0r with believers , whether they ſhould-conſider ao 


lay'toheart the weight and uſe-of the things whi 
they believe? | = 
2. Another partof your work» is to love God wit 


al your foul and might; and to- make bim your de 
light, aridto ſeek firſt his Kingdom and'the righteoul 
neſs thereof; and to ſet your affeQions on the thingiſh 
above, ard to live on earth as the heirs of Heaveniſke 
'Andis there any'controverſy-amoog Protefiants, P 
-piſts, or anyabout this? 
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'name of Chriſtians. All theſe will be ready to bell , 


» notwithſtanding our other differenc} 


$ 


tellyouthat in the matter as wel as in the principles ſig 
is things that we are all agreed in,which I cal you to, Ke 


nN 


f 
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nm and government in your ſelves and others , .the 
r Sing of bis will, and obeying of his Laws: And is 
Fre any controverſy in this? 
bl. Another part of your work is to mortify the fleſh, 
» Wd reject its conceits, and delires, and luſts, which res 
cM che foreſaid obedience to God z and to caſt out the 
aeYordinate Jove and care of worldly things: to refule 
e Counſels, the Commands, the will, the entice- 
'Olfents and perſwaſions of man z which contradit the 
aTommands and will of God : and to forſake all that 
© Jeu have in the World rather then forſake your dear 
0,Kedeemer , and hazard your ſalvation by any wilfull 
in : Toteke up your Croſs and follow Chriſt through 
2 ON life of ſuffering to glory z 1 know there js difficulty 
- neugh in allthis, and that fleſh will repine agaioR its 


abr it: But is there any controverſy about it 
Wy true believers? Isnot all this the expreſlc 


MPommand of God; and neceſſary to ſalvation, 


Ty 5. Another part of your work is to avoid tempta-. 
Neath occalionsand appearances of 


UCVions., and fly 
wil, and not only to avoid that which is direRly evil 


IV ſelf, but that alſo which would draw you into evil. 
dens far as youcan) and to keep as far as may be from | 


uithe brink of Hell and danger , and to have no fellow- 


nohip with the unfruitfal works of darkneſs, nor be: | 

Nc m_m_ with them, but reprove them, and mourn: | | 
or the unclean arid wicked converſation of the world, * - 

his is it that we intreat of you 3 And isthere any |; 


p 


uilnatter of controverſy in all this ? 


"8F 6. Another part.of the work which we call-you tos '* | 
) Ls 
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is , to redeem this little time that is alloted yc.u3 Toy 
make the belto: it 3nd improve it to the greatelt tur, 
therance of your {alvation : To loſe nune of it.upon 
avprotitable things ; To ſpend it, in thole works 
which will comfort you moſt. when time is gone; It it 
will be more comfortable to you iu the day of judge! 
ment , that you have [pent your time in playes, and 
ſports .and.idJeneſs, and worldly cares, and plealures, fiery 
then in ſerving God, andpreparing for aother lite, hall 
then hold. on and do foto the end ; But it it will notohg 
 thendo what you would hear of ſeeing you mutdhear 
_ of it; ſpend vone of your time in idlenels and un- | 
- fruitfull things, till you have no better and more ne- 
X ny things to ſpend it in, and till you have timeto 
ſpare from more important work. This is quc requeſt 
. to you, that you would not loſe one hour of qiltte 
. cious time, but .pend it as thoſe that havawon ti 
much , and; have but a little more to ſpend in pre- 
gromten for eternity. And isthis any ſchiſmatical or 
- Factious motioa ? Is there any thing contravertible, or þ 
which any Chrittian can ſpeak againſt , in any of Þ 
- this? 
' . 9. Another part of your workis, to ſearch the Scri- | 
-Ptures as that which containeth your dire@ions for 
eternal life, Joh, 5. 39. To love the Word of God yo 
more then thoulands ot gold and ſilver, and prefer it ſto 
before your neceſſary food, Pſal, reg 72, Fob zz. 12. 
- andto meditate on it day and night , as that which is 
yourpleaſure and delight, P/41, 1.2 and asthat which 
 isable tomake you wile unto lalvation , z Tim, 3, 15.| 
\ _ and 
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ond to build you up, and give you aninheriance a- 
"Song the lanRitied, ffs 10. 32. That youlay upthe 
aw ord of God in your hearts, and teach them diligent-. 
$Iy.to your Chiluren, and talk ofthem when jou utin 
tour houſes, aud when you walk by the way , and 
1Fyhen youlie down.and when you riſe up, Dcu?.6 6:9, 
IKnd 1, 18. 19 that ſo you and your houſhulds may 
Eerve the Lord, Foſh 24 15. This isthe work thatwe 
1{all you to: And is there any thing that a Chriſtian 
Pan make a controverſy of in all this ? 1s there auy 
hing that Proteſtants are not agreed of ? | 
"8. Another part of your workis, that you gaard 
- your tongues, and take not the Name of God 11) vain, 

nd fpeak no reproaches or flariders againſt your bree 
hren, and that no corrupt communication proceed 

ut of your mouths , but that which is good to the uſe 

df editying , and that it may miniſter grace unto the 

carers, Epheſ, 4 29, and that fori:ication, unclean- 

els, and covetouli;els be rot once named among you, - 

as becameth Saints : neither filthiveſs, ror fooliſh tal- 
cing, nor jeaſting, which are not convenient , but ras 

her giving of thanks, Epbeſ 5 3 4 And is there atty 
ghing of doubt or controverſy in this ? | 
| 9, Another part of the work which we perſwade 
you to, is to pray continually, 1 Thefl. 5. 19, 1nd uot 

0 wax faint, Luke 18, 1, tobe fervent and importu- 
. Unate with God ; as tho(e that know the greatneſs of 
 Ftheir neceſſity, Zuke 18, 6.9 Faw 5,16. Thatyou | 
| pray with all prayer and upplication in the Spirit, Epl.6,. of 
m8. And in every thing by prayer and ſupplication f | / 
| I, WY, 
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there any. thing in all this that any ſraet 
orc 

L 
Yea 
ſon 


Bide, or kurt no.man, till the 
Jon would beſo uſed your ſelyes 0n thelike occaſion, if Gy 
Fa rejoycein ather mensprofit and reputation as your | | 
awn, Tio envy none, to bate no.man 3 ta wrong naneff þ 
in their perſans, eſtates, or names: Top. zſervethef} 
chaſtity, honour and eftate of your neighbour as your 
awn. To love your enemies, and forgive them that 
wrong you, and pray for chem that hate, and huct,and 
| viper ek Thi 6 hips wark: Andis there any 
hiog of faQion , Schiſm.or controverſy in this } No, 
you ſhall ſhortly be convinced, that the differences 
and nfroyerſies of Believers.and the many opinions 


abont Religion , were a wretched hypocritical pres 


Principles and the Matrer, that yoy know not which 
way God is to be worſhipped ? 
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| tence for your negle and eontempt of the ſubRance || 

: of Religion, about which there was no difference, but 

5 all  pevties were agreed in the confeſſion of the truth, | t 

P however dypocrites would notlive according totheir | a 

E own profeſſions, c 

: But perhaps you will ſay , that there is ſuch diffes || t 

WW - rence in the Manner yet among them that agree in the |Þ i 
| 


I anſwer, 


=” Now or Never, 1339. % 
a Tanſwer, «s. Do youpradtiſe as aforeſaid, according | 
a to the Principles and matter agreed on, or not? If you 
(do not, it is but groſs hypocriſy to pretend diſagrees 
y [ments in the Manner, as anexcuſe tor your contempt 
or oriſlion of the Matter, which all agree in,Forleoth 
your families ſhall be prayer/z/s, and you will make a 
jcaltof ſeriow prayer, becauſe ſome pray on a book,and 
ſome without,. and ſome that are wiſeſt, think that ei- 
ther way is lawful, Will God be deceived by ſuch 
filly reaſonings as theſe ? 
2. Butthis ſhall not hide the nakedneſs of your im- 
piety: Will you alſo in the manner of your obedience, 
tgoſofar as all Chriſtians re agreedin?I will brief- 
ly then give you ſome particular inſtances. 
1, The wack of God muſt be done 1with reverence, in 
his fear : .not like the common works of men, with a 
common.careleſs frame of mind : God will be ſan. 
fied oj all that draw ncar bim, Levit. 10, 3. He will be 
ſerved as God, and not as man,: He willnat be pray- 
edito witha regardleſs mind, as:thaſe do that can di- 
vide their tongues from their hearts,and ſay over ſome 
| cuſtomary words while they think of ſomething elſe, 
| Itis adreadfulthing for duſito ſpeakto God Almigh- 

I ty:;; and a dangerous thing to ſpeak to him as ſlightly 
and regardleſly , as if we were talking to ane of our 
companions, It beſeemeth a Believer to have more of 
the _ of God upon his heart, in his ordinary converſe 


in the world, then hypoccites and formaliſts have in / 

| their moſt ſo/emn prayers, Knoweſt thou the difference. | 
between God and man ? Put then ſuch a difterence;”7 
between” 
WOT 
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f =>bciweer God and man in thy addrefles, as his Maje- 
th-mlelves to a rcw-r:nt brhaviour , when they yoyn 
with thee in the worſhipping ot God. Whathave you 
to tay now againſt this rev. 7-17 mann'r of behaviour ? 
Is there aty chiig coutovertible in this ? 
2, Itisalſorequiute that you be {erious and fober in 
all the ſervice you perform ro G. d. D... itnatludi- 
croutly , and with half a heart | Be as much more fer- 
vent and ſerious in ſeeking God and your falvation, 
then youare in ſeeking worldly tnirgs, as God and 
your (ſalvation is better then any thing in the: world : 
-Oc it that bz beyond yourreach(thouyh elſe there is 
realon for it) at leaſt let the greateſt thinvs havethe 
greateſt power upon your hearts. You cannot pray 
more fervently for heaven then heaven deſerveth. O 
{ Jet buttheexccllency and greatneſs of your work ap- 
| | my in the ferious manner of your performance, T 
|  thope you cannot ſay-that this is any point of contros 
verly, unleis it be a controverſy, whether a man ſhuuld 
| bean bypocrite, or be ſerious in the Religion which 
he doth profeſs, PS ye ws 
\.3- Its requilite that your ſervice of God be per- 
formed underſtandingly , P/a/m, 45. 7. n Cor. 14. 15, 
God del:ghteth not in the blind devotion of men that 
kno y not. what they do. Prayers not underſRood, are 
. indeed noprayers: Forno mansdetire goeth further 
| then his kyzowledge : 'And heexprefſethnot his de- 
| fires that knoweth not what he exprefleth himſelf, 
N Nor can he expe the concurrence of another mans 
i delires, 


ſty requir:th, And-fee alio taat thy taivily compole | 
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Jefires , that ſpeaketh what avuther u':dertardeth 
e ſhot. The word that is tut ud-ritved cannor tink ine 
1 to the heait aud far ive it: ©: 1t it der ot well and 
u Ffoundly underſtoo, it is ealily ftuln away by the tems | 
' Epter, Matth, 13, 19, 24 Ifuiduliading be nec. facy 
in-our cominon coavertations, much moure in our holy 
2 Faddrefles to the Alighty, Prov. 19. 29 Amanof 
* Bundcritanding © of an excelicnt & pirit: but God hath 
- {noplealure i fools or in their Sacnitices, Ecole} gl 4. 
nor is pleaſed witha Parrot-like li;;. ſer vice , which is 
not underſtood, He faith in deteſtation of the hypds 
crites, Thu people draw:th near unto me with th:ir mouth, 
and houourcth me with their lips, but their heart « ar ff11n 
me, Matth, 5.8. 9 I hope tnen when we call you to 
ſerve Godin judgemenrand with underfianding, we 
| call you co nothgng that a Chiiſtian ſhould make que- 
ſtion of, 
4+ God 64 Spirit, and they that ſerve him muſt ſerve 
hin in. Spirit aud is truth, Joh. 4. 24. The Father ſeeketh 
Juch to worſtip him , verſ, 23. He calleth for the hat : 
he looketh for the inward delires of the ſoul: Hecon- 
verſeth with minds that are abltra&ed from var ity, 
and are ſerioaſly taken up in attending him,and ar' .in« 
| tent upon the work they do ; The Carkaſs of a prayer 
ſeparated fron the Life of it, ſtinketh before the holy | 
God, As he will be loved, ſo he will be /#rved with all 
the heart, and ſoul, and migh;, And do we call you then | 
to any thing that is doubtful , when-ws call you tothe 
fpiritual worſhipping of God ? | | 
Xet we maintain that the body-bath its parts in (*. | 
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ſervice of God as well as the ſoul, and the body muſt ſelo: 
- Expreſs the inward reverence and devotion of the eef 
ſoul ; though not in a way of hypocritical oftentat.on, 
yetin a way of ſerious adoration, The bowing of the 
| knee, the uncovering of the head , and reverent des 
Fen and whatſoever nature, or common uſe,and 
oly inſtitution kath made an expreſſion of holy affes 
ctions, and a decent and grave behavior of our lelves, 
ſhould be carefully obſerved in the preſence ot the | 
mit High, and the holy things of God morereverents ||. 
ly to be reſpeed then the preſetice of any mortal 
man, And the rather becauſe that a grave . and reves 
rent, and holy manrer of depertmentin Gods wors 
ſhip , refleQeth upon the heart , and helperhusin our 
inward and ſpiritual devotion : and it helpeth the bes 
holders, and awakeneth them toreverent es. an of 
God, and holy things; which aregardleſs and com- 
mgn manner of deportment would extinguiſh, And 
its. 0 diſhonour toreverent behaviour , tbatit is the. 
uſe of hypocrites, butrather an honour to it; For it is 
ſomethingthat is good that the hypocrite uſeth for the 
cloak of his ſecretemptineſs or evil, Ifthere were no- 
thing good in reverent behaviour before God, it 
wouid not ferve the hypocrites turn. Asitisacom- | 
{{ Mmendation to long-prayer, that the Phariſees made ic 
|  theic pretence for the devouring of widows houſes : 
+ And thoſe that call them hypocrites that are muchin 
[i holy exerciſes and ſpeeches, ſhould conſider , that if 
{ holy exerciſes and ſpeeches were not good, they were 
| hott for the hypocrites deſign ; evil will not yo fit 
EN cloak 
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L Beloak for evil; thar which the hypocrite thinks ne-. 
 eefſary to the covering of bu fin . we mult think more we « 
| coſſary to the cure of our fin, and the ſaving of our iouls? 
| The way to avoid hypocriſie is not by running into 
| impiety and prophaneſs : we muſt do morethen the 
| bypocrite , and notleſs, elſe he willciſe up in judge- 
| 
} 
} 


-ment againſt you z and condemn you, if he would de 
more toſcem good , then you would do to be good, 
|| and to pleaſe your Maker: ifa Phariſee will pray lon- 
| ger to colour his oppreſſion, then you will do to ats 
tain ſalvation, The miſchief of hypocrifie is, that the 
ſoul of Religion is wanting,while the corps is preſent : 
And will you caſt away both ſou/ an body : both infide 
| andoutſide, in oppoſition to hypocrifie ? If others do |} 

feem to love God when they do not, will you there- 
fore not ſo much as ſeem todoit ? So here about re- 
verence in the ſervice of God : The hypocrite ſhould 
not exceed the fincere in any thing that is truly good, 
"| -This is the manner of Gods ſervice that I perſwade 
you to, and to no other, And is there any thing of 
<controverſien this : Prefer but the ſpiritual part, and 
know but wharthatmeaneth , ſ I will have mercy and 1] 
ne: ſacrifice] that fo you may riot condemn theinno- 
q cent, and you'ſhall' never ſay that we will be more 
backward'then you to decenty, and 1ev?rent behaviour 

in Gods ſervice, ' AR ont LD 

6 God willbeſervedin'Purity and Holineſs , with | 
gleanſed hearts and hands; and nat with ſuch asremain 
defiled with the puile of any willful fin. He abhorceth | 
the ſacrifice of :the wicked and difobedienr, He that pat 
In | WF 4 
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_ ret hatway hu ear from; hearing. the Law , bu prayers a 
Ft abominable, Prov,28.9, and 15:8: ard xs. 29. Iai, of 
Fi 13, Ecclel, 5.12 3 4. [To wwat purp:ſe # the muitiff 
ti Tudeof your Sacrifices unto me ſaith th: Lord? (to op, .. 
| preiling.wicked men) Tai. r, 11: Vhen ye come to ap | To 
Wt — frearvecoreme, Who hath required thu at your hand totread” © 
my Courts ?  Bring-no more vain obiations : incenſe u a s 


1} 


+ 
e 


abomination t» me; th: new Moons and Sabbathy, th 


: 
| calling.0 ff 1 Jembli -s I cann/t away-with J 1t-16 imquity ef 
| even th: ſolemn mceting,, &c, verl, "12, 13... Ind when "og 


| youſpr-ad /orth your hands, 1 will hide mine eyes from you' 
It ya, when you make many prayers y 1 will not hear : yout 
i hangs are 'ud of blood : Waſh you ,. make you clean ; put 
ateay the evilo! your doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe-10 
tt doevil; lkarn to do-well, ſeek judgement , relieve the of 
brefſed, judge the farhzrleſs .- plead 'or the widow , Come c. 
19 and let uw reaſon together. ſaith the Lord; j - \ 
1 To play.the g/utr9n, or drunkard, or hilthy fornicator 
| inthe day tm, andthen to come to God at night, asf 
| it were foOmakehimamends by. an hypocritical prays 
|} er; toblafheme Gods Name , and oppoſe his Kingdom 
+} . and Government in your ſelves and-others, -and todo} 
| your own will,. and hate and ſcorn cher that do his | 
will, and ſtudy his-willthat.chey may.do it, ard then 
{| ts pray. that Gods Name may be hallowed, his Kingdome 
iff come, and bu will be doneyts an abuiing God, and nota 
it fervingor pleaſing him, --Live according to your prays 
WS ers.avd tet your lives ſhew as well-as your words what 
- SS it: fs 'ichat ron defire, This is the ſervice of Gad that | 
= weccallyou to: And-can you ſlay-thatthere ny any 
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bt wy contrevertible in allchis ? Are there any men of - 
any patty amorig Chriſtians, , os ſober Litidels chat 
dare contradict it? 
E 7. God will be er ved intirely and univerſal; yin al 
bis commands, and, with all your faculties; .in works 
of. Piety Jultice, and Charity, which muſt never be [e- 
$pÞ3 = ? You mult rot pretend; your-Charity againſt 
dutiea-of Piety, for .God is to be preferred in your 
eſtimation, luye and ſervice : ard all.that is done for 
Iman, muſt bed. ne for his ſake. Yon muſt rot ſet up 
"Qduries of Piety,, againlt duties of Juſtice, Charity an 
Sobriety : Itis not true Piety thar will not bring forth 
theſe, God, mult be loved ab--ve all; and onr neighs 
bour as our.ſclves;, and.theſe two forts of love are in- 
ſeparable,.Do all-the good you can toall while you 
» (have opportunity z eſpecially to them of the bouſhold 
""Pfaith. Gat 6..19, What good you would hear of in the 
day of yonr accounts that donow, ſpeedily, diligent- 
ly, fon) firicerely, according to your power, Say not, 
I may-come to want my felt but {caſt rhybread upon the 
waters, for thou ſhalt find it after many days; give a pore. 
J ton to ſeven., anda fats cight.-for thou knowoe ft not what 
Jevil ſhall be upanthe earth, cclef., 1t..1..2,.} and whes | 
her.all-may not quickly be taken from thee zand then 4 
thou. wilt. wiſh thowhadt_done good withit, while - |} 
hadft it;.andlent it to the Lord, and truſted him 
with thy cemainder,, who intrufted thee with his bleſs 
wal > @pd.had(t imade.thee frievds'of the Mammon:: 


i 
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wth , 


{| now and then a fcantand grudging alms, asif thay" 
werea loſer by it, and God muſt be beholden to thee 


but believe » that the preateſtgain is to thy ſelf, an 
Jobk after ſuch bargains, and do good as readily, ani 


l 
gla.ily, and liberally, as one that verily expeReth a ful 
reward in Heaven, This is part of the ſervice of Goa 

that we exhort youto, even to viſit» and relieve ; anÞ) 
love Chriſtin his members and brethren ( Mr#h, x5, tt 
= is there any thing of doubt or controverſiein alÞt 
tis ? 

8. Moreover , God will be ſerved with Love, ant 
willingneſs, and delight; It is the moſt gainful , hoſt 
nourable, blefſed, and pleaſant work in the worlda 
which he hath appointed you, andnot a toilſome taslſÞic 
or ſlavery; and therefore it is not a melancholly , piJw 
ning, troubleſom covurle of life that we perſwade youſfc 

to, under the name of godlineſs ; but it is to rejoyce il 

the Lord, and to live in the joyful expe&ations off 

eternallife , andin the ſenſe and affurance of thelove J 

of God, If you could ſhew us any probability of @#« 

more pleaſant and joyfullife on earth,then that whiciſtc 
ſerious holineſs doth afford , I ſhould be glad with alſÞ 
my heart to hearkeri to'you, Iam'ready totell you! 
what isthe ground of our comforts, which Faith'reqſft 
vealeth If you will come and ſoberly debate the caſe}! 
and ſhew us the matter and/ground of your comforts]6 
which you have of hope forin any other way; if yourfſ® 


Fer gr cater, and better , and furer then\'the foys 0 r. 
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od The matter of 'thejoyes of a Believer is, thatall his 
ns are pardoned; that God is reconciled to himin 

briſt; ehat he hath ehe promiſe of God, that all thin BY 
ven the greateſt ſufferings , ſhall work together tor 

Wis good ; that heis always in the love, and care, and 
ands of God ; that he hath leave to draw near him 

y holy prayer , and open his heart tohim in all his 

$. traits and wants; that he may ſolace himſelf in his 
 aſPraiſesand Thanksgivings, and in other parts of holy 
orſhip, that he may read and hear the holy Word, 
n@he (ure dizcovery of the will of God , and revelation 
nofÞpf the things unſeen, and the Charter of his inheri- 
r1dFance; that he may exerciſe his ſorl inthe ſerious bes 
asFlieving thoughts of the love of God, revealedinthe 
pigwonderful work of our Redemptien, and of the Pers 
7oyffon. and Othce, and Graee of Jeſus'Chriſt our Redee- 
e infer ; and that hz may love that:God, that hath ſo wons 
s ofderfully loyed him ; that he hath the Spirit of Godto 
ovqquicken and actuate bis ſoul , to ſupply his ſpiritual des 
pf afects, and kill bis fins, and help him to believe, tolove, 
jiclyto rejoyce , to pray, that this Spirit is Gods Sea) upon 
1 alſbim, and the earneftof everlaſting life; that death ſhal 
youp not kill his hopes, nor end his happineſs, but that his 
reftfclieity and fulleſt joy beginneth, when that of world>- 
aſeflings hath an end, and cheir endleſs miſery begins, that 
rtebe is delivered from everlaſting torment by the Res 
wifldemption of Chriſt, and the SanRification of the Spis 
, oYrit ; that Angels will attend his departing ſoul into the 
jinpreſence- of his Father ; that he ſhall be with his glori- |! 
 hedRedeemer, and es Glory; that bis boy . 


198; If you have better things to ſeek , and follow; .andl; 


all the flanders of the malicious world; that he ſhall 


 loweth, and nature js here capable of, and reaſon can 


from fin and hell, and from the conſuming wrath of 


146 Now or Never, : 
ſhal be raiſed to everlaſting life : that he ſhal be juſti-. 
fied by Chriſt from all the accufations of the Devil,and 


live with God in endleſs glory, ar d [ce and enjoy the 
glory of his- Creator., and hall nzver more be trou 
bled with enemies, with fin or ſorrow, but among hi 
holy ones , ſhall perfeRly and molt;joyfully loverand 
praiſe the Lord for ever. 

The/e are the matter of a B:/ievers joy Th-ſ?, purcha 
ſed by Chriſt, revealed in his Word, ſealed by his Mira: Fa 
cles, his Blood, his Sacraments, and his Spirit are our 
comfort, This is ehe Religion, the Labour that we in- 
viteyouto: It isnot rodeſpaic, nor to ſome dry un-E,, 

rofitable toil, nor to ſelf-troubling. grieving, miſeras 

e melancholly , or to coſtly Sacritices, or idle Cere- 
monies, or irrational ſervice, ſuch as the Heathens of- 
fered to their Idols ; it isnot tocaſt away all mirth and 
comfort, and to turn unſociable, and moroſe , and 
ſowr : butit is to the greateſt joys that the World al- 


difcern and own! It is to begin a truely merry focia-f 
ble life: It is tofly from fear and ſorrow , 'in flying]. 


God *- It isto the foretaſts of everlaſting joys, and to 
the beginnings of eternal life, This is the labour, the 


Religion which we would have you follow with al 
y Our Migphe. | 


find; let us ſee them, that we may be as wiſe as you. 
If zou have not, for your ſouls ſake, make not choiſe 
ue _ © 
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Rof vanity , which will deccive you in the day of your 
F necellity. 

' But you mult not think to make us believe that a 
great houſe, or ahorle, or a whore, or a feaſt, or a flat | 
-rer, or fine cloaths, or any childiſh toyes , or brutiſh 
filchineſs, are more comfortable things then Chriſt and 
everlaſting Life, or that it is [weeter and better tolove 
La harlot, or lands, or money, then toJove God, and 

Grace and Glory : nor that any thing that will gono 
further then the Grave with you, is as good as that 
which will endure to eternity z nor that any pleaſure 
which a Dog or Swine hath, is equalto the delights of 
the Angels of Heaven; If you would have us of your 
mind, you muſt not be of this mind , nor perſwade ug 
to ſach horrible things as theſe, But we profefsto 
you and all the world, that we are not fo in love with _ 
orrows or ſowrneſs, nor ſo fallen out with joy and 
pleaſure, as to chooſe alife of miſerable ſadneſs, or retuſe 
a life of rrue delight, If we could hear from any man, 
or find by the moſtdiligent enquiry , that there is a 
ore full, and ſweet , and rational, and fatisfatory, 
2fand durable delight to be had in any other way then 
bat of ſeriow faith and holineſi, which Chriſtin Scri- 
pture hath revealed to us, we werelike enough to 


er-arken after it, 

al | But can the diſtra&ted ſenſual world believe, that 

off is [weeter and happier toruffleit out in fleſhly gals - | 
"WÞntry and ſport, and to rage againſt the Godly far a \\ 


While, eill the yeogeance of Gad lay hold npon them, |! 
d piyethem their reward , then to live in the love of 
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Gad , and wait in patier.ce for the performance off 
Gods promiſe of everlaſting joy ? Oh, what a thing is 
fleſhly paſſion, and raging ſenſuality, and blind vnbe- 
lief ! The Lord have mercy upon deluded finners; the 
Devils buſineſs is to turn the World into a Bedlam ; 
and alace, how ficangely hath he prevailed ! That to 
many men can take their greateſt miſery for their happs- 
eſs, and the only bappineſs for an intolerable life ! Yea, 
and be /o angry with all that are not of zhcir mind, andy " 
will not fet as much by filth and foolery, and as /irrlc by 
God and glory as they f Like the Noble man that was 
Lunatick, or mad by fits, and wh-n ever he was mad, 
he would ſwear all were mad that ſaid not as he ſaid, 
and would make all his ſervants be ſent to B-dlam that 
would not imitate bim , and there they muſtly as mid 
men , till their Lord was recovered from bu madneſs. 
So are Gods ſervants uſed and talkt of in the World, as 
If they were beſide themſelves, as long as the World i: 
uncured of its madneſs, Asthe man « , ſois his 71147e- 
ment, and ſueh is his reliſh and deſire, and delight. When 
I was achild, I had far more delire to b]] my pin box 
. then now I haveto fill my purſe, and accounted it a 
greater treaſure, .and had much more delight and] 
contentment in it. And alace , we mayremember 
ſince we were fir 1ngers to the reliſh of heavenly 
things , that we found more pleaſure in that of which] 
we- are now aſhamed, then we didin the moſt high 
and excellent things, Let us therefore pity and pray 
| for thoſe that are diſtempered with the ſame dil 
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2} | 1 have been longer on this then I thought to have 
been, becauſe men thiok that we call them from a 
Mirth, and-Foy, and Pleaſure, to a ſowr, heavy, melane 
eff cho1y life,when we call them to ſerious diligence for their 

| falvation. As if levity and folly were the anly friends 
to pleaſure, and it were only to be found in childiſh, 
worthleſs, tranſitory things, And as if the greateſt 
everlaſting happineſs were no matter of true delighsy 
nor ſcriouſneſr or diligence a friend to joy. 

9, Moreover as to the manner, God will be ſerved 
with abſolute ſeIFreſignation , without Exceptions, Li- 
mitations, or Referves + Not with the leavings of the 
fleſh , nor with a Proviſo, that you may not ſuffer 
your Religion, or be poor, or deſpiſed, or abuſed by the 
World: But with ſeJf-4:nia! you muſt Iay down all 
;| the ficſhes intereſt at his feet ; and you muſt take up 
as} your crols, and follow a ſuffering Chriſt to glory. 
oF You muſtſerve him as thoſe that are wholly His, and 
:.| not your own, and have nothing but what is His, and. 
nf] therefore nothing to be excepred, referved , or ſaved 
x. Fom him; but muſt be content that you and all your 
af intereſt be in his hands and ſaved by him, iffaved at all, 
dj 1 know theſe terms ſeem hard to fleſh and blood (and 
rf ſhould Heaven be the Crown and reward to them, 
ly that have undergone no tryal for it? ) But here is no- 
fl thing but what is.paſt all corroverſie, and all Chriſtians 
hb do confels is the Word of Chriſt. 

F) 10, Laſtly, God will be ſerved reſo/vedly and cone | 

| ftantly, If you will 7aizn, you muſt conquer ard endure [1 
to the end, Oppoſition you muſt expe&; and overcome |} 

pious 7 hoith K: 
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F i, if you would not be overcome, It is not good bes} 3 


| * ginnings that will ſerve tucn, unleſs you alſo perles 
vere, and fight out the good tight of faith, and finiſh 
| Yourcourſe, and patiently wait te the laſt breath , for 
| the Crown. of righteouſneſs, which the righteous 
& judge will give the Conquerors, when the unbelieving 
' world ſhall fay of all their delight and hope, [ lt is palt 
and gone, we ſhall never fee or tafte it more ] but 

mult now taſte of that endleſs wrath of God which we || 3 

were treafaring up , when we ſhould have workt out } 

- ourſalvation, : TM { 

* Well Sics Ihave all this while been deſcribing to ||. { 

* you, both as to the Principles, the Marrer and the | f 

| Manner, what that Religion and ſervice of God is, in || 

t 

4 

| 

{ 

{ 


os 


which you muſt labour with all your Might ; that you 
may ſee that it is no fa&ious or private opinions , or 
| pradticesthat wecall you to; and that your conſcien- 
-_ ces may no longer be d:luded with the pretences of 
mens different opinions in Religion ; and that the 
| _ names of Prelatical, Presbyterian, Puritan, Papiſt,nor 
| any other founding in your ears , may not ſo diſtract 

- . and doat you,. as to make you fergetthe Name of 
# Chriſtian which you have all undertaken , nor what 
: the Chriſtian Religion is. You ſee now that it is no- 
- thing (no not a ſyllable or tittle) which all ſober Chri- || + 
' Riangarenotagreedin, that we perſwade you todoas | 
{ the work of your Religion : And therefore I tell you || 
bs againhere , before that God that ſhall be your Judge, ' 
© and that Conſcience that ſhall be as a thoutand wit- 


3 6 | , ; | | 
+ nafſes, that if you will go onin ungodly worldly lives, 
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| and cefuſe the ſeriow 


ing any excaſe oreaſeto you, that there were Hypo. 
crit:s.Or H reticks, or Schiſmaticks, or different opinions 
in Re::igion in the world that this very thing ſhal apgras 
vate your fin and condemnation, that all theſe Hypoe 
eriter, Schiſmaticks, or differing parties in the Church, 
did agrec in the confellion of ai theſe things. and yet for 
all chat you would not praQiſe them 3. no nor pradtiſe 
what your ſelves confeſſed, All theſe Parties or Se&s 
ſhall riſe up againſt the ſenſual and prophane ungodly 
_ ſinner,and lay; { Though we were ignorant or doubt 
fall of many other things, yet we wereall agreedin 
theſe; we gave our concurrent teſtimony for them : 


we tempted no man to doubt of theſe , or to deny 


them, ] If you will erre more then an Hypocrire or a 
| Schijmatick, and be far worſe then thoſe that are ſuch, 
Or you account ſuch, and think ta excule it, becauſe rhey 


| erred in leſſer things, it is as if the Devil ſhould excuſe 


| his fin by ſaying, { Lord, thy Saints did none of them 
love thee as they ſhould, and Hypocrites did but /ezm 
to love thee, and therefore l honght I might hate 
| thee, aad (et againſttliy ways, ] 
BUT 


therefore 1 take this jor babling , which you call the ſerious 
diligence of Believers in their ſerving God, 


es, - 
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diligence of Chriſtians in zh Relis * 
gion which your ſelves profeſs » it ſhal be ſo far from be. . | 
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( faith the ungodly ſenſyalift ) 1 wv: meer. 
believe that God delightcth in long and earneft prayers : or 
" that he u moved by the paſſions or the words of men; and 


Tothisimpious objeQion, Ireturn theſe ſeveral an- 4 
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1, Suppoſe this were true as you imagine, what ifſthe 
| this toyouthat ferve God:n xv9y-97 al with any ſeriouſſro! 
|. -* diligence? that live in ſenſualicy , and wilfull diſobe-]j 
'- CQience to his Laws, and do mere for your bodies 
then for:your ſouls, and for temporal thingsthen for] Ar 
eternal > | wh 
2, Who do you think is likeſt tounderſtand Gods ff ha 
mind, and what is pleaſing to-him ? Himſelf or you'? Þ ja, 
Is any thing more plainly commanded in Gods Word | ye 
then praying with Frequency, ftrvency, and importumty? 
Luke 18. F: 2. 3g 4 . 6, % 1 Theſl. Fo 7. Jam F. 16, 
And will'you tel] God that he hath but difſembled 
with you, and told you that heis pleaſed with that 
which is not pleaſing to him ? # 1 
3- And what-is the reaſon of your unbelief ? for- 
footh, becauſe God is not moved with humane words 
or paſlions }-I'grant heignot, But what of that ? Hath 
prayer no ther uſe but to move God ? It is enough, 
3, Thatit moveth us, and fitteth usto receive his mer- 
cies. 2. And that God hath made it neceſſary to tbe || jr 
effet, and a means or conditien without which he | t; 
will zot givethe bleſſing. Do youthink (if you judpe | 
but by naturalreafon) that a perſon is as fit for a mer- 
'Ey that knoweth;not the want or worth of it, and 
. + Would notbe thankfulfor it it he had it, as onethat 
. Valuethit,and is difpoſed to thankfulneſs and improves 
| ment ? Anddo you not know that holy prayer isne- 
- thing butthe aQtuating of holy defires, and the exer- 
__ Ciſe of allthoſe graces which ace ſuited to the due eſtis | 
þ mation and improvement ofthe mercy, Andigit n'S 
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Ithe way when we would draw the Boat to the bank, 


'*Ftolay. hold of the bank and pull, as if we would draw 


| wh 


4] 


| 
| | 
{ 


. 


jittothe Boat? If God be not moved ard drawn to 


us, it is enough that we are moved and drawn to God: 


And with all that God may give his own bletlings, to 
whom and upon what terms he pleaſe , and that he 
hath aſſured us he will give them but to thoſe that vas 


lae, deſire, and ſeek them, and that with faith,and fers 
| vency, and importunity, | 
* AndyetI may add, that God is ſo far above us, as 


thathis incomprehenſible effenee , and bleſſed nature 
is very little known to us 3 and therefore though we 
know and confeſs that he hath no humane paſſions or 


imperfeRtions, yet if he affume to himſelfthe title of. 


ſuch athing as love, deſire, joy, or wrath, we mult in 
reaſen believe, that though theſe are not in God, as 
they arein man, with any imperfe&ion , yetthere is 
ſomething in God' that cannot fitlier be repreſented 
to man', nor be underſtood by man, then by the 
images of ſuch exprefſions as God himſelf is pleaſed 


touſe. T0 
4. But I beſeech you, hearken to Nature itſelf, 


Doth it not teach all rational creatures in neceſſity to 
pray to God ? Aſtorm will teach the prophaneſ? Sea- 
man to pray, and that with continuance and fervency. 
The Mariners could fay to Jonah in theie danger, 
[ What meaneflthou, 0 ſleeper ? ariſe, call upon-thy God 3 
if'ſo be that God will think upon 14 » that'Twve periſh nat, ] 


| And zhey themſelves cried every man unto his God, Jon. 


1, 5,6, When thou comeſt to die, and ſeeft there is 
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-of tin, or fromany of thy companions or old deceits, 
then tell me whether ature teaci thee not to cry, and 
ery mightily for pardon, and mercy and help to G.d 

Then we ſha] bear thee crying, 


[O mercy » mercy;Þ 


hwy, wes | = ; [ þ 
”  Domoredelay, nor any more hope from the pleaſure(y,|.; 
rec 
AIC 


Lord, upon amiſerable (inner } though now thou wilt 16 


not believe that prayer doth any good, 


| Ie ſay no mereto thee of this : If Nature be not 
conquered , and Grace have not forſaken thee, thou | 


wilt be taught at home to anſwer this objeQion. Sure ſpj 


thou canſt not eaſily ſo far conquer Reaſon , as to bes 


lieve that their is-no God, And if thou believe that 


| there isa God thoncanſtno believe that he is not to | 
= be worſhipped, and that with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs 
| and diligence |. Nor that he is not the giver of all thou | 


doſt want ! Or, thatthe Governour of the World re- 
gardeth not the diſpoſitions and aQions of his ſubs 
jeds, but will equally reward the good and bad, and 
giveto all alike, and havenoreſpe&to mensprepara- 
tions for his reward, What Heathen that believeth 
that there is a God , doth not believe that Prayer to 


him is a neceſſary part of his worſhip ? 


' .:» ObjeQ, But i, mor your ftrif obſervation of the Lords 0)! 


Day a controverted thing ? 
nſw, In this alſo. I will trip thee of this excuſe, 
1, Spend the Lords Day but according to the com- 


mon pfinciples of Chriſtianity and Reaſon, and it ſhall 


ſaffice : Spend it but as onethatloveth God , better 


then any thing inthe World , and that taketh more. 
_ pleaſurein his ſervice, then inlin and vanity : openg It or 


/ 
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b:t as the neceſſities of thy own foul, and thy families - 
require ; as-ovethat is glad of io honou- able, gaintul, - 
and delightiul an'employment, as the publick and pris 
vate we ſhipping of God, and the ſerious contempla- 
tion of the lite to come : As one thatknoweth the 
need and benefit of having ſtated times for the ſervice 
of God ; and what would come of all Religion ifthe 
time wereleft to each ones will ? Spend it as men that 
put a juſt difference between the common butinels of 
this World, and the things that concern your endleſs 
tate; and that have-contidered the proportion of 
one day in ſeven, in reference to this different conſe- 
quence of the work; Spend it as men that haveloſi as 
much time as you have done, and have need to make 
the bett of the little that islefc: and that are behind *' 
hand fo far'in the matters of your ſalvation , and have 
need to work with all your might, and ſhould be glad- 
der of the helps of ſucha day , then of thouſands of 
gold and filver : Spend it as thoſe that believe that we 
owe God as much ſervice as the Fexws did : Spend it 
as the ancient Chriſtians ſpent it , that were wont to 
tay together almoſt from morning till night, in pu- 
blick worſhip and communion : Spend it as the Kings 
Declaration requireth, which faith (Ozr purpoſe and res 

| ſolution is, and ſhall be, totake care that the Lords Day be 

" Yopplicd ro holy exerciſes, without neceſſary divertiſes 
ments. | 

"4 Sad if yet there be any doubt in this, I refer 
anco the judgement of the Church of England, ex- .! 
reſſed inthe Hemily of the Time , and place of Prayer : | 4 
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” Andforthe Tim:, the Name, the Antiquity, the 2» | 
, #horit-andthe Y'orkit ſelf; I defire you but to receive 
what is there delivered, not by any fa&ious perſons, 
but by the Church, Do this, and we are agreed and 
ſatished, And I make it my requeſt to the Readerzto 


over the Homilies againſt the Peril of Idolatry , you 
will the fuller know the judgement of the Church a 
bout the manner of Gods Worſhip. ( Indeed the 
whole Book is ſuch as the people ſhould be acquaints 
ed with. ) 


lf Have done my part to open to you the neceſlity of 
fſeriow diligence , and tocall up the fluggifh ſouls of 
finners to mind{ghe work of their ſalvation , and to do 
It f£:edily, and with all their Miz. Imuſtnow leave 
the ſucceſs to God and you. What ule you will make 
of it, and what you will be and do for thetime to 
comey is a matter that more concerneth your ſelves 
ther me, If long ſpeaking , or multitude of words, 
were the way to prevail with you , I ſhould willingly 


—_—_—_— 


lengthen out my exhortations yet ſeven- fold, But that 
ks notthe way ; Alittle wearieth you ; You love your 


{, * terthen long Sermons, or Books, or Prayers, But it 


 Bno ſmallgrief tous , toleave you ina caſe of ſuch 
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eruſe both parts of that homily,that he may know how | 
far the Church of England is from the looſe conceits| 
of the enemies of godlineſs : Andifalſo you will read 


ſpeak here while my (ſtrength would endure, and 
| Feaſts, and-lang viſits, and plays, and ſports much bet- | 


| Impor- . 
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importance, without ſome confiderable hopes of your 
deliverance, | 
Sirs, the matter is now laid before you, and much 
in your own hands ; it will not be ſo Jong ! What will 
you now do? Have Iconvinced you now » that God 
and your ſalvation are to be ſought with all your 
might. ? IfIhave not , itis not for want of evidence 
in what is ſaid, but for want of wilingnels in your 
ſelves to know the truth : Ihave proved to you that 
it is a matter out of cortroverſie, nnleſs your luſts, and 
paſlions, andcarval intereſt will make a contreverlic 
01 it, I beſeech you, tell me, if you be of any Religion 
| at all, why are you notfrid. and ſeriovs,and diligent, 
- | and mortified , and heaven!y inthat Feligion which you 
£ | are of ? Sure you will not fo far ſhune your own Re- 
£ | ligion , whateverit be, as to ſay that your Religion is 
» | fot for mortification, holineſs, heavenlineſs, ſelf penial, 
« || or that your Religion alloweth youto be ambitious, 
c 
. 


covetous, gluttonous» drunken, to curſe, and ſweary 

and whore, and rail, and oppreſs the innacent; Itis 
g | 0O Religion. but Diabolical ſerpentine malignitiey that is 
for any of this. | 

It is wonderfull tothink , that learned men, and 
1 Gentlemen, and men that pretend toreaſon and inge- 
e | Puity, can quietly betray their ſouls to the Devil upon 
« | ſuch filly grounds, and do the evi] that they have no 
- | moretoſay for , and negleQthat duty that they have 
+ | £0 more toſay againſt, when they know they muſt do 
it Nozwor Never! That while they confeſs that there 
is aGod, andalife tocomy, a Heaven and a Hell, a 7 
thay.,H 


ks? if | 


ow , 
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-  thatthisliſeis purpoicly giyen us for preparation for 
etervity, While they confeſs thar God 1s moi wiſe,and| 
holy, and good, and juft, and th:t in) js the greateſt 

evil, andthar che Word of God isirue, they can yet 


mm 


t 


they hare their Succefſors and imitators, and the lives 


tyrs by their malicious cruelty, 
Alace » all this comes from the wart of a ſound be 
lief of the things which they never ſaw ; and the dis. 
ſtance of thofe things , andthe power of paſſion, and 


after preſent va. ities, and conquer reaſon , and rob 
them of their humavity , and by the noiſe of the com- 


the blindneſs and hardnels of their hearts But is there 
noremedy ! Othou the Fountain ofmercy and relief, 
vouchſafe theſe miſerable ſinners a remedy ! O thou 
the Saviour of loft mankind, have mercy upon theſe 
ſinners in the depth of their fecurity, preſumption and” 


ſouls; apply the remedy ſodearly purchaſed ! We are 
conſtrained oft to fear, leftit be much long of us, that 


{  eagnot-but- accuſe us; that-when we are moſt li 


_ 


make ſhift to quiet theinſ<lves in av unholy , ſenſual, E; 
careleſs life : And that while chzy honvur the Apo. 
les and Martyrs , and Saints that are dead and gone, 


' . pany of ſenſual linners, that harden and deaffen one (| 
another, and by the jult judgement of God, forſaking' [," 
thoſe that would not know him, and leaving themto þ 


miſery !* O thou the Illuminater and SanRtifier of F 


ſhould more ferionfly preach the awakening truths of 
God untomens hearts, And verily , our conſciences 
vely 
and 
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that they lived, and are inclined to make more Mars IF 


ſenſual objeQs and inclinariors, that hurry them away Þ,* 
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and ſerious; alace, we ſeem but almoſt to trifle, cons . "1 
hdering on what a meflage we come , and of what 
tranſcendent things we ſpeak,. But Satan hath-got his . 
advantage upon our h-arts, that ſhould be irfirumental 
okindle rtheire, as well as on thre that ſhould receive 
the truth, O that we could thirſt more after their ſal- 
\*Iration ! O'that we could pray harder for it; and en- | 
treat them more earneſtly ; as thoſe that were Igth to. 
take a_denyal trom Gad or man 3 I'muſt conF*k to 
you all- with ſhame andforrow, that | am even amas 
zed to think of the hardneſs of my own heart, that 

:, Ppeltethno mo-e in compaſſiontothe miſerable, and 

g {$70 more earneſt and importunate with ſinners, when 
Lam upon ſuch a /u*j-& as this ; and am telling them 
that it muſt be NOW or NEVER, and when the 
meſſengers of Death within, and the fame of mens diſs 
pleaſure from without , doth tell me how likely it is 


4 dat my Time ſhal be butforr, and that i6 1 wilbſay any 
> Fhing that may reach the hearts of ſinners, for ought IT 
» how, it muſt be NOW or NEVER: O what an obs 
: Pimnate , what a Jamentable diſeaſe is this infenſbility 
1 £"d hardneſs of heart ! 'Jf I were ſure this were the 
. fa(t-Sermon that ever I ſhould preach , 1 find now my: 
4- (cart would ſhew its ſluggiſheſs , and rob poor fouls 
e Þtthe /erious fervour which is ſuitable to the ſubjet 
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nd their caſe, and needfull to the deſired ſucceſs. 

But yet,*poor fleepy ſinners , bear w : Though we: 
peak not toyouas men would do that had ſeen Hea- 
$2 and Hel; andwerethemſlelvesin a perfeQly awar 
wned frame: yet bear w-while-we fpeak toy ow the a 
il —_ 
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160 Now or Never, UW 
words of truth, with ſome ſeriouſheſs and compaſſio-[y 
natedelire of your /a/varion,, Olookup to your God!ſ\ 
Look out unto eternity: Leok inwardly upon your|' 
fouls : Look wiſely upon your ſhort and haſty time :|f 
and then bethink you how the little remnant of yourſjn 
Time ſhould be employed, and whatit is that moi3]þ, 
conce; neth you to diſpatch and ſecure before you die.| 
Now you have Sermons and Boks, and Warnings : It}. 
will'not be ſo Jong: Preachers muſt have done ; God 
threatneth them, and Dearhthreateneththem, andſfla 
An threatenthem, and its you, its you, that are moſt} 
ſeveccly.threatned,, and that are called on by GodsFet 
Warnings, ( [f any man have an ear to hear, let him h:ar. a 
Now you have abundance of private helps, you haveſſh 
abundance of underſtanding gracious companions ;Þ 
you have the Lords days to ſpend in holy exerciſes for}. 
the edification and folace of your fouls; you have] 
choice of ſound and ſerious Books : and bleſſed beſ 
God, you have the prgtection of a Chrittian and a 6 
Proteſtant King and Magiſtracy : O what unvaluaJs 
ble mercies are all theſe! O know your time, and uſa, 
theſe with induſtry, and improvethis harveſt for your] 
fouls ! For it willnot be thus a/ways; It muſt be Now[ a 
or Never, En | ke 
You have yt time and leave to Pray and cry tobe 
God is hope: Yet, if you have hearts and tongueyy( 
he hath. a hearing ear : The Spirit of grace ia 
ready to a{iſt you ; It will not be thus alway. 
|, The*time is coming when the Joudeſt cries wilfth 
' -  do'no good: O pray , pray, pray poor needyfa 
ke. , miſerably: 


% 


>. 


4 COILED X 
6s" <4 : __ 
. 4 Lad © "_ : 


TL TL OED 


li Now or Never, ton 
104 miſerable ſinners; for it muſt be NOW or © 
d|NEVER, Go : 
urſ'- You hare yet health and ftrength , and bodies fit tro 
e:|ſerve your ſouls : It will not be fo alwayes : Languith 
uriing and pains, and death are coming, O uſe your 
health and Rirength for God : For it muſt be NOW or 
KRINEVER. | 
Ith | Yee there are ſome ſtirrings of conviflion in you! 
0dIConſtiences; You tind that all is not well with you : 
pdfand you have ſome thoughts or purpoſesto repent, 
oltfand be new creatures : There is ſome hope in this, 
dsIthat yet God hath not quice forſaken you. O trifle not 
r. and ſtifle not the convictions of your conſciences, but 
Velthearkento the witnels of God within you , It muſt be 
NOW or NEVER | | 
fork Would you not be loath to be left to the deſparing 
vel'taſe of many poor diltreſſed ſouls, that cry out, O iz «s 
bel now 7oo late! 1 fear my day of grace is paſt z God will not 
da bear me now if 1 ſhould call upon him : he hath forſaken 
af we,and given me over. to myJelf\ It is too late to repent, too 
uſeÞate to pray, too late Fo think of anewlife ; all 5 too late, 
ourſ-This caſe is fade : But yet many of theſe arein a ſafer 
ow and better caſe then they imagine , and are but frigh» 
tened by the Tempter, anditisnottoolate, while they 

/ to cry- out, J7 is 700 /ate ; Butif you are left tq cry in Hell 
neg [F i r00 18te] alace, how long and how doleful acry 


e i and lamentation will it be! |, vx... 
5244, . O conſider, poor finner , that God knoweththe | 
witftime and ſeaſon of thy mercies: He giveth thee Spring 
edfand Harveſt in their ſeaſon : and all bis mercies intheir © 
ably-” IT ſeaſon», - 


Ll 
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ſeaſon, and wilt thou know thy Time and Se 


T4 ; _ M7 
i - Jvcanddatyand thanks tohim ? ip P 
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Conſider that God who hath commanded thee thy| 
work, hath alſo appointed thee thy time: And this is] 
his appointed time. Today , therefore hearken to his H 

- voice, and ſeethatthou harden not thy heart : He that} . 
_ bids thee Repert, and work out thy Salvation with fear 
and trembling, doth alſo bid thee do it Now: 0beyhim| 
In the time, if thou wilt be indeed obedient: He beſt un«| 
derſtandeth the fitteſt time, One would think xo men. 
that have loſt ſo much already , and loitered ſolong 
_ and areſolamentably behind hand, and ſtand ſonearſ 
 - the Bart of God, and their everlaſting ſtate , there 
 Nould benoneed to ſay any more, to perſwade them 
eobeup and doing. Iſhall add but this : You are never] 
like to have # better time. Take this) or the work will 
grow more difficult , more doubtful , if through theſ. 
juſt judgerhett of God, it become not deſperate, If 
all this will not ſerve, bat fil] you will loitey till time be] 
pone, what can your poer friends do, but lament your| 
miſery ! The Lord knows, if we knew what words, 
What pains, what coſt would tend to your awakening, 
'__ andconverſion, andfalvation 5 we ſhould be glad to| 
_ ſubmittoit: and we hope we ſhould notthink our 1a 
bours , or liberties; or otirlives too dear to promotg--- 
ſo blefſed and fo neceſſary a work. Bat if when allif 
done that we eando, you will leave as. nothing but 
artears and indans for ſelf deflroyers, the ſin is yours 
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. - nd theſiiftccing ſhall beyours: If Ican do no more; 
-- I flallleave this upon reeerd ; that we took our Tin 
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Now or Winer: 63 
leo tell you home , that SERIOUS DILI 
Wis N c E is neceflary to your Salvation, and that 
| | God is the Rewarder of them that diligently ſeck himy 
- .| Heb. x1, 6, ard thatrhis was your day, your "my day * 
1" muſt be NOW or EVER 
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